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It was a busy summer for the Town administration as it prepared for
and rolled out several new initiatives related to economic development.
The Economic Development Committee was appointed and is well
underway to make recommendations to the Town Manager on strategies for stimulating economic development in Auburn. This includes
developing recommendations for strategies to attract new business, to
encourage business expansion, and to retain existing businesses with
a goal of increasing Auburn‘s commercial and industrial base, redeveloping underutilized and vacant properties, creating jobs, and creating an environment conducive to business development. The Committee and the administration have been working to identify available
programs, services and resources in the region; create a guide for
businesses to facilitate the development process; and will work to
develop strategies to address issues and concerns identified by local
businesses including input from the Business Roundtable (below).
The Business Roundtable has been established with its first meeting
scheduled for October. This is a group of representatives from local
businesses and commercial/industrial property owners appointed by
the Town Manager to provide insights into the strengths and challenges of doing business in Auburn, discuss issues that impact business,
and identify programs or services that would enhance their operations. The focus of the Business Roundtable is to foster communication and strengthen the dialogue between the Town and the business
community in order to promote business expansion and attraction,
retain existing industry, and create an environment in which businesses can thrive.
The Town continues to work with the Auburn Chamber of Commerce
to support the local business community and identify opportunities
for mutually beneficial collaborations and partnerships.
See inside to learn about Auburn’s newest business!

Sign up today to receive electronic communications and updates on
a variety of issues, including The Auburn Account, emergency and
road work updates from the Town of Auburn. Visit our web site at
www.auburnguide.com or click here to sign up now!
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In this issue….Board and Commission appointments, Emergency Management, Public Safety
News, DPW and Roadway Updates, Tropical Storm Irene, Recreation and Upcoming Events, Library
News, Senior Center announcements, Town Clerk news, Business News and more.

Emergency Management News...
Central Region Homeland Security Advisory Council
Town Manager Julie Jacobson was appointed to the Central Massachusetts Homeland Security Advisory Council (CRHSAC) as the representative for the region‘s local government
administrators. The CRHSAC provides planning, financial, and technical resources to communities in the Central Massachusetts region. The Council is comprised of representatives
from Law Enforcement, Fire Services, Public Safety Communications, Emergency Management, Emergency Medical Services, Public Health, Hospitals, Public Works, Regional
Transit Authority, Correctional Services, Local Government Administration, Executive Office of Public Safety, and the Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency.

Good Night Irene!

Auburn’s Emergency Management Team Prepares for Tropical Storm Irene
On August 28, as then-Hurricane Irene battered the Eastern seaboard and came barreling toward New
England in what promised to be a destructive and widespread storm, Town of Auburn officials began
planning for the approaching disaster. The Town‘s Emergency Management Division, in coordination
with the Auburn Police Department, Fire Department, Department of Public Works, Department of
Development & Inspectional Services, Information Technology Department and CERT, as well as the
School Department, began a multi-day planning process to ensure that the Town was ready for the
storm and prepared for its expected impacts caused by strong winds and heavy rains.
Emergency Management is all about planning – anticipating problems and being prepared for any
emergency situation. Auburn‘s Emergency Management team collaborated seamlessly to develop and
execute an emergency plan for Irene which included plans for shelter, evacuations, transportation, road
closures, and communications. Town officials participated in regular – and at times daily – conference
calls with Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency (MEMA) and NGrid. The School Superintendent coordinated with her team to plan for transportation needs and staging. The Information Technology Director worked to ensure that internal servers and generators provided the necessary communications and posted continuous storm updates on the Town‘s web site, which were also regularly updated on ACTV. The Director of the Department of Development and Inspectional Services and his
staff performed necessary inspections up to and during the storm.
Under the direction of Bill Coyle, DPW Director and his team, DPW workers cleaned culverts, cleared
drains, and monitored ponds in anticipation of the heavy rain that was expected to overrun infrastructure systems, raise the levels in ponds and streams, and cause flooding across several parts of New
England. Due to the extensive preparation work of the DPW, there was no major flooding in Auburn
on the day of the storm.
Ken Holstrom, the new Emergency Management Director, coordinated with police, fire and public
works officials to ensure that systems were in place should the storm hit the area hard. The Emergency Operations Center was activated at the Police Station early Sunday morning to serve as a command
center throughout the storm. Dispatchers fielded a high volume of calls, particularly during the peak
of the storm, and public safety officials were busy responding to numerous calls for police and fire
assistance. The emergency shelter was opened with CERT volunteers at Auburn High School around
noon on the day of the Storm since the power outages were so extensive. By 8:30 PM, no-one had
called seeking shelter for the evening, so the shelter was closed.
Fortunately, Irene made her entrance into Central Massachusetts as a Tropical Storm, and while the
rainfall and wind velocity was not as devastating as predicted, she still unleashed her fury, bringing
more than 5 inches of rain to the Town accompanied by strong winds. Fallen trees and power lines
resulted in extensive power outages across Auburn
early Sunday morning. At one point during the height
of the storm, nearly the entire town was out of power.
National Grid officials worked throughout the following days and nights to restore power to the numerous
communities across the state that were affected by
widespread storm-related outages. While the majority
of Auburn customers had been restored by day 2, the
last customer was not restored until Friday.
Preparing for Irene was a valuable exercise in our
emergency management efforts. As with any emergency situation, we will continue to build upon the plans
that were developed in preparation for future emergencies.
Thanks to all the Auburn employees who participated in this event to ensure quality services to and the
public safety of all in our community.

Veterans Services
Larry Corbin, Director of Veterans Services
8:30 - 5:00 M-F by telephone only 508-832-7706 or 508-478-4300
Nightly & Weekends by appointment only 508-981-6197

Mortgages for Veterans
There are numerous advantages to having a VA mortgage. A VA mortgage loan can be guaranteed
with no money down, in some cases up to $417,000. There is also no private mortgage insurance
requirement with a VA guaranteed loan, which could offer you substantial savings on your monthly payment. You can even use your VA Loan benefit to refinance an existing loan -- even if it is
not a VA Loan.
Be sure to ask your lender for information about the interest rate reduction loan. This program
adjusts an adjustable-rate mortgage to a fixed-rate loan, which is part of the Streamline Refinancing Program, which allows you to refinance at little or no expense to them.

Gulf War Veterans Claims Deadline
For Gulf War Veterans with certain ailments like Chronic Fatigue Syndrome, Fibromyalgia, functional gastrointestinal disorders, and other undiagnosed illnesses, the current deadline for when the
condition must have "appeared" is on or before December 31, 2011. If you have any conditions that
are "undiagnosed" and you did a tour in the Middle East, this could apply to you.
The VA is working to extend the deadline to December 31, 2018. If this occurs, it will be great
news for veterans and military members who develop symptoms after the 2011 cut-off. However,
since there is no guarantee that the deadline will be extended, veterans suffering from undiagnosed
conditions are encouraged to talk with their Veterans Services Officer about filing a disability
claim for these conditions. Larry Corbin is the Town of Auburn‘s Veterans Services Director. He
can be reached Monday through Fridays at 508-832-7706 or 508-478-4300; nightly and weekends
by appointment only at 508-981-6197.

Veterans Job Fair
The semi-annual Veterans Job Fair is scheduled for Friday November 4th at the Auburn Elks from
10:00 AM to 2:00 PM. The Veterans Job Fair is open to the public and Auburn veterans are encouraged to attend. The event is sponsored by Workforce Central Career Center in conjunction
with local veterans. 35 companies will be participating. For further information, contact Veterans
Services Director Larry Corbin.

News from the Town Clerk...
“MassFishHunt” Licensing Changes
The Massachusetts Department of Fish and Game along with the Division of Marine Fisheries and the
Division of Fisheries & Wildlife will be instituting ―MassFishHunt‖ Licensing through a third party
vendor beginning January 1, 2012. This is a web based application system available to anyone with
computer access and a credit card to use for payment. Due to the stringent requirements for municipalities to participate as a license vendor under the new State program, and the financial risk associated
with the new requirements, the Town Clerk‘s Office will no longer participate as a vendor effective
January 1, 2012.
However, in order to provide customer service to our residents who do not have a home computer to
purchase licenses on-line, the Clerk‘s Office will provide a computer at the counter that residents can
use to access the ―MassFishHunt‖ website. There are also computers at the library that are available for
public use. Since the licenses must be printed, there will be a minor cost for the printing of the licenses.
The Clerk‘s Office will provide assistance to anyone who needs help accessing the license application
on-line.
While selling hunting and fishing licenses for residents is a customer service that some city and town
clerks provide, there are a number of communities which have discontinued selling these licenses over
the past few years because the staff time and reporting requirement costs exceed the $1.50 per license
received in compensation. Only 18 cities and towns out of 351 have indicated that they will participate
as license vendors under the State‘s new system due to concerns with setting up special accounts for a
third party vendor to access and assuming the financial liability for checks that have insufficient funds.
Auburn‘s Town Clerk and Town Accountant share these concerns thus the Clerk‘s Office will no longer
sell hunting and fishing licenses after December 31, 2011.
Hunting and fishing licenses sold through MassFishHunt can be accessed by clicking here . Residents
can also visit the MassWildlife Central District Office located at 211 Temple Street in West Boylston
(508.835.3607) as well as several sporting goods stores and other license vendors to purchase hunting
and fishing licenses in person. Visit MassWildlife's License Vendor List for information regarding walk
-in locations where you can buy these licenses (please note that the Vendor List may change so it is
advised to call ahead to make sure the vendor still sells hunting and fishing licenses before you visit).
We thank you for your understanding and cooperation. We encourage Auburn residents who need help
accessing the web-based application to visit the Clerk‘s Office where a computer will be available and
our staff will be happy to assist you.

John E. & Ethel E. Riley Outstanding Citizenship Award
Nominations are currently being accepted for the John E. & Ethel E. Riley Outstanding Citizenship
Award. The award was created in 1976 to honor the Riley‘s for their contribution to serving the Town
and making life for Auburn citizens better. John served as the Town Clerk from 1922 to 1952 and Ethel served as an Assistant for many years.
The Greater Worcester Community Foundation administers a fund so that grants can be provided annually to award recipients. The John E. & Ethel E. Riley Outstanding Citizenship Award Committee consists of the Town Clerk, Chair of the Board of Selectmen, a Town Meeting Member chosen by the
Moderator, an educator named by the School Committee, High School Senior class officers, the President of the Auburn Ecumenical Cluster, a news media person covering news in Auburn, a citizen of
Auburn named by the Board of Selectmen, the Master of the Masonic Lodge, the Grand Knight of the
Auburn Knights of Columbus, the Auburn/Webster Lodge of Elks and Commander of the Chester P.
Tuttle Post American Legion.
The deadline for nominations is Monday, October 24, 2011 at 4:00PM. Submit nominations to the
Riley Award Committee, c/o Ellen C. Gaboury, Town Clerk, 104 Central St., Auburn, MA 01501.
Nominations should describe how the nominee has been an outstanding citizen and improved the lives
of Auburn residents.

PUBLIC SAFETY NEWS
Mass Remembers 9/11 Statewide Memorial Event
The Town of Auburn was one of several communities across the State to participate in Mass Remembers 9/11, a statewide memorial event held in Institute park in Worcester on September 11th to commemorate the tragic day in our nation‘s history.
Auburn public safety was represented by the Fire Department honor guard which marched in the procession of military and public safety personnel while the Police Department‘s Motorcycle Unit provided
traffic assistance for the event. Members of the Board of Selectmen and the Town Manager also attended the event along with dozens of local, state and federal officials.
The program consisted of several choruses from the region and readings of the names of all the Massachusetts victims of 9/11. Victims names were read by several different people, including Selectwoman
Denise Brotherton who participated in honor of and as a representative for fire victims.
It was a moving program to honor those Massachusetts victims who lost their lives on September 11th
when terrorists attacked the World Trade Center and the Pentagon.
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Federal and Local Police Officials Participate in Counter-Terrorism Exercise
Using Special Weapons and Tactics and fielding highly trained Explosives Detection Dogs,
Federal Agencies and Local Police Departments participated in an exercise in the Auburn
Mall on Sunday, September 25th to test the ability of law enforcement agencies throughout
the Commonwealth to protect citizens in shopping malls and at large public events. Law enforcement explosive detection dog teams were tested in their ability to conduct lengthy
searches of vehicles and stores located within a large mall complex while police SWAT
Teams practiced response techniques commonly used to respond to assailants armed with
explosives in large public venues.
The exercise was designed by the Auburn Police Department to train and test the readiness
of the Local Law Enforcement Agencies. Agencies participating in the exercise included the
Federal Bureau of Investigation, US Federal Protective Service, U.S. Department of Interior
Explosive Detection K9 Unit, Auburn Police Department, Quincy Police Department, and
the Central Massachusetts Law Enforcement Council (CEMLEC) SWAT.
Lessons learned from the exercise will be used to update law enforcement training programs
and response plans.

Breaking & Entering Activity
The Auburn Police Department has investigated numerous residential and commercial burglaries since August 7, 2011. In addition to these incidents, the Police Department has investigated approximately ten attempted residential burglaries. These incidents have occurred in
several areas of Auburn to include the Oxford Street North area near the Worcester Line and
the Pakachoag area. The Police Department has investigated dozens of motor vehicle breaking and enterings since the beginning of the summer. The large majority of the motor vehicle incidents involved unlocked vehicles. With assistance from the Shrewsbury, Boylston,
and Worcester Police Departments, the Auburn Police arrested Pedro Gomez age-47 of 53
May Street Apt. 2C Worcester, MA. Mr. Gomez is believed to be responsible for at least
thirty-one residential burglaries or attempts in Auburn, Boylston, and Shrewsbury.
In addition to the above information, the Auburn Police Department has investigated the
theft of copper piping from several residences. The targeted homes were unoccupied and
either for sale or not being lived in at the time.
The Auburn Police Department reminds all residents to be on the lookout for
any suspicious activity in their neighborhoods and to contact the Police at 508832-7777 with any information. Residents are also reminded to lock their vehicles and to make sure that valuables are not left in plain view.

Sex Offender Community Notification Program
The Town of Auburn currently has (19) Level 1 Sex Offenders, (18) Level 2 Sex Offenders and (6)
Level 3 Sex Offenders either employed and/or residing in the town of Auburn. If you would like
additional information on the Level 2 Sex Offenders, contact Detective Eric Dyson
(eric.dyson@auburnmasspolice.org) or Detective Sergeant Jeffrey Lourie
(jeffrey.lourie@auburnmasspolice.org). In addition, if you or a friend and/or family member
would like to be added to the Level 3 Sex Offender Community Notification email list, please send
us your email address.
For your convenience, we have provided some websites that can be useful to you for tracking, locating and obtaining information on Violent Sexual Predators to help keep your children and loved
ones safe. These websites consist of the Dru Sjodin National Sex Offender Public Website (NSOPW)
, Massachusetts Sex Offender Registry Board, and Family Watch Dog.
If anyone has any questions, you may contact the Auburn Police Department Detective Bureau at
508-832-7738.
Level 3 Sex Offender Community Notification

Pursuant to M.G.L. c. 6, 178C-178P, the individual who appears on this notification has been designated a Level 3 Sex Offender by the Massachusetts Sex Offender Registry Board. The Board has
determined that this individual is at a high risk to re-offend and that the degree of the dangerousness
posed to the public is such that a substantial public safety interest is served by active community
notification.
The following individuals are not wanted by the Auburn Police Department.
This is a Level 3 Sex Offender Community Notification
1. Robert J. Zawalick, employed at 683 Southbridge St, Auburn, MA 01501
2. David Jeffrey Young, living at 27 Tinker Hill Road, Auburn, MA 01501
3. Mark S. Michna, employed at 65 Southbridge Street, Auburn, MA 01501
4. Leo Barnard Riel, living at 125 Southold Road, Auburn, MA 01501
5. Robert Gallant, 46 Lower Windbrook Drive, Auburn, MA 01501
6. Jason M. Johnson, 28 Sword Street, Auburn, MA 01501
***Warning***
Sex Offender Registry information shall not be used to commit a crime or to engage in illegal discrimination or
harassment of an offender. Any person who uses information disclosed pursuant to M.G.L. C. 6, S 178C-178P for
such purposes shall be punished by not more than two and one half years in the House of Correction or by a fine of
not more than one thousand dollars or both (M.G.L.C.6, S178N). In addition, any person who uses the Registry
information to threaten to commit a crime may be punished by a fine of not more than one hundred dollars or by
imprisonment for not more than six months (M.G.L.C.275 S. 4).

New! Safety Tip Line for Parents and Students
The Auburn Police Department and the Auburn School Department have partnered to
establish a Safety Tip Line—for texting only—to provide a way for students and parents to privately report issues to school personnel and police by texting the information. The Tip Line should be used to report incidents of Bullying/Cyber-Bullying,
Drug Dealing and Concern for another student‘s safety. The line will be monitored by the School
Resource Officer (Patrolman Brian Kennedy), principals and guidance counselors.
This line is private...not anonymous. The Safety Tip Line number for Auburn High School is 1-774633-9002 The Safety Tip Line number for Auburn Middle School is 1-774-633-9502.

Billing, Exemptions, and Discounts...
Updates from the Assessor and Treasurer/Collector
FY’12 Property Tax Exemptions
The Assessor‘s Office is now accepting applications for Fiscal year 2012 property tax exemptions. If you feel that you may qualify, you may contact the assessor‘s office for additional
information and an application package, or information is available on the town of Auburn website if you click on the following link Exemption Information .
If you received a personal exemption last year, you should have received your new application
by mail already.
Remember! You must apply each year to continue to receive your exemption.

Treasurer/Collector
Real Estate and Personal Property Tax bills are due November 1st.
Sewer bills are scheduled to be billed the end of October. Bill payments will be accepted at the
Treasurer/Collector‘s Office. If you wish to pay by internet, Click here to pay your taxes online or visit the Town‘s web site at www.auburnguide.com. Paying on-line is the best way to
insure that your payment is credited quickly and accurately.

Reminder….Trash Billing Schedule

Yard Waste

Beginning in April, the Town began invoicing customers of Central Mass Disposal on a
semi-annual basis. In 2011, billing will be in
April and October. In 2012, billing will be
in February and July. In 2013 and thereafter,
billing will be in January and July.

For customers on the Town Trash System,
Central Mass Disposal will be picking up
leaves, twigs and lawn clippings in biodegradable bags or open containers weighing
less than 50 pounds.

Important Upcoming Dates
Town Meeting

Pick-up dates for Yard Waste are on the following Saturdays:

October 25 7:00 PM

Real Estate Tax Bills

November 1

Trash Bills

October 3

Sewer Bills

Please do not use plastic bags or your toter
for yard waste. Containers and bags must
be at the curb by 7:00 a.m.

December
(date to be announced)

October 15

November 5

October 22

November 12

October 29

November 19

Welcome to New Board and Commission Members!
Thank you to all residents who submitted applications for consideration to various boards,
commissions and committees. Sixty-five appointments were made for seats with terms
beginning July 1st. Twenty-three new appointments were made while forty-two existing
members were reappointed to serve on their respective boards and commissions. Several
new committees were created by the Town Manager while others were consolidated or
eliminated under Phase II of the Reorganization Plan, which aligned boards and commissions with the new departments created under the Reorganization Plan.
Under the Town Charter, the Board of Selectmen appoints members to the Finance Committee and the Zoning Board of Appeals, while the Town Manager is the appointing authority to the remainder of the boards, commissions and committees. For those boards
and commissions that still have elected members, appointments by either the Board of
Selectmen or the Town Manager are made as the terms for those elected officials expire.
The Board of Selectmen interviewed several candidates for the Finance Committee and
Zoning Board of Appeals over the course of two Board meetings. The Town Manager
interviewed fifty-two applicants either in person or via telephone.
Periodically, seats become available throughout the year so residents are encouraged to
submit applications on-line by visiting the Town‘s web site at www.auburnguide.com and
clicking on Board and Commission Application, or Click Here. Applications can also be
sent to the Town Manager‘s office at 102 Central Street. Applications will be kept on file
for one year, after which new applications must be submitted. Check the Town‘s web site
or click here to link to current board and commission vacancies that are updated throughout the year.
Thank you for volunteering for the Town of Auburn!

Current Board and Commission Vacancies (as of 10/01/11)
Historical Commission
Solid Waste Committee
Veteran‘s Advisory Committee
Youth Commission
Central Mass Regional Planning Commission

Recent Board and Commission Appointments as of July 1, 2011
The following Auburn residents were appointed to vacancies on Town boards, commissions
and committees:
Wind Turbine and Alternative Energy Committee
Robert Platukis
John Barkus
Timothy Fleming
Open Space Committee
Alexander Kulesa
John Anderson
Steven Small
School Buildings Committee
Joseph Fahey
Robert Grossman
Wayne Page
Michael Sampson
Board of Health
Alice Rea
Raymond Gauthier
Solid Waste Advisory Committee
Virginia Marchant
Mark Binnall
Amy Sullivan
Economic Development Committee
Stephen Nowicki
Catherine McEvoy- Zdonczyk
Daniel Carpenter
John Kirwan
Kara Wiersma
Lynn Cummins
Linda Eknaian
Council on Aging
Joyce Plante
Wayne Page
Esther Gaines
Cultural Council
Cynthia Dube
Marilyn Kulesa
Colleen Bregman
Conservation Commission
Thomas Fallon
Louise Downie
Central Mass. Regional Planning Commission
Philip Joinville
By-Law Review Committee
Joseph Hamel
Mark Maass
Ken Charlton
Paula Melican
Stephen Anderson
Susan Weagle

Finance Committee
Kimberly Holstrom
James Bonofiglio
Zoning Board of Appeals
Marcia Ofcarcik
Edward Coleman
Youth Commission
Victoria McLaughlin
Karrie Schiebler
Local Channel Committee
William Schiebler
Will Dufour
Doug Nelson
Local Emergency Management Planning
Committee
Kenneth Holstrom
Philip Maio
Bruce Fant
Roberta Briggs
Police Chief Andrew Sluckis
Fire Chief Stephen Coleman
DPW Director William Coyle
Asst. DPW Director/Sewer Supt. Jeff Mitchell
Public Health Director Andrew Pelletier
Emergency Management Director
Kenneth Holstrom
Emergency Management
Philip Maio
Inspector of Weights and Measures
Ronald Valinski
Assistant Gas and Plumbing Inspector
Kevin Ouellette
Gas and Plumbing Inspector
Edward Gilmartin
Wiring Inspector
Thomas Keller
Assistant Wiring Inspector
David delaGorgendiere
Constable
John Manzi
Michelle DiBenedetto
Parks, Recreation, & Cemetery Committee
Kenneth Ethier
Elaine Cibelli
Shanna Costa
Shirley Cummins
Colleen Bregman
Sari Bitticks
Casey Polaski
Rev. Kenneth Knox
Matthew Stencel
Susan Hayes
Thank you for serving the Town of Auburn!

Parks, Recreation and Cemetery Division
The Parks, Recreation and Cemetery Division manages, develops and improves the parks
and recreation facilities of the Town; plans, implements and manages the recreation and
cultural activities of the Town; and operates and maintains Town cemeteries as facilities for
public and private internments.
The Parks, Recreation and Cemetery Division oversees 130 plus acres of park land that have
to be cared for including game preparation, while the cemetery has over 30 acres in four
locations which much be managed in addition to administering funeral arrangements.
In the near future, the Parks, Recreation and Cemetery Division will be expanding to include
the Dr. Arthur & Dr. Martha Pappas Recreational Complex on Pakachoag Hill as construction of this new facility which will provide playing fields, an amphitheater and a concession
stand is nearing completion.
The cemetery will also be heading in a new direction. We will be installing a columbarium
(a mausoleum for cremains) which will give Auburn families another option for burials.
This new division within the Department of Public Works merged employees from the former Parks Department, Cemetery Department and Recreation and Culture Department. We
want to acknowledge the cooperation of the employees and thank them for their hard work
and dedication to the Town of Auburn.

Hillside Cemetery Fall Clean-Up Reminders
In preparation for fall cleaning activities which begin October 4th, , the DPW Parks, Recreation and Cemetery Division would like to remind you that all decorations must be removed
by October 14th. Please note that mums are allowed to remain in the flower beds.
Thank you for your cooperation. We take pride in maintaining Hillside Cemetery.

Snapshot: Leicester Street culvert replacement project
Drainage work will continue on Leicester
Street and Bryn Mawr Ave between Oxford
Street North and Leicester Street. Upon completion of the drainage work both roads will be
leveled in areas of poor pavement condition.

On the Road….
J.H. Lynch & Sons, Inc. has been working throughout Town on this year‘s Roadway Reconstruction and Resurfacing project. The contactor is approximately 75% complete with the first
phase of the project, which includes Prospect Street, Barnes Street, Oxford Street South, Central Street, Ridgewood Road, and Pakachoag Street. Construction has also started on the second phase of the project, which includes Boyce Street, Oxford Street North, Regis Drive,
Vinal Street, and Carriage Drive. Both phases of the roadway reconstruction project are expected to be 90% complete by the end of the year.

Oxford Street before and after

At the Board of Selectmen meeting on September 26th the DPW Director received concurrence
from the Board to include Southold Road to this year‘s roadway contract. The Engineer‘s office will be preparing a plan of the Southold Road drainage improvements to be presented to
the Conservation Commission. This work, if approved will start this fall and be completed late
fall or early spring. All remaining work in this year‘s Roadway Reconstruction and Resurfacing project will be finalized in the spring of 2012.
In the coming months the Engineering Department will collaborate with the Town Manager on
prioritizing the roadways to present to the Board of Selectmen in preparation of next year‘s
Chapter 90 project.
Mass D.O.T. has completed resurfacing sections of Swanson Road, Auburn Street, Water
Street, and Vine Street. The final pavement surface for Route 20 is scheduled to be complete
this fall.
The DPW employees continue with our roadway patching program. Since we began the season, over 500 Tons of asphalt has been placed by hand throughout the Town of Auburn. This
work will continue throughout the construction season.

DPW Responds to Reported Road Collapse
The DPW received a call in the early
morning hours of June 25th that the road
had collapsed in the area of 7 Hill Top
Farm Road. Bill Coyle, Director, Ken
Fairbanks, Highway Superintendent and
Jeff Mitchell, Asst. Director, responded
to the scene to find that due to heavy rains, part of the road had collapsed as well as a good
portion of the headwall for the drainage culvert. The debris from the washout caused the
culvert to become blocked, which in turn caused the water to build up on the upstream side
of the culvert. The pressure of the water that had backed up behind the blockage was enough
to push over eight of the cement headwall blocks which weigh approximately 1,700 pounds
each.
Hammond Construction was notified to
perform the repairs to the culvert and the
road. They mobilized on Sunday, June
26th to secure the area. Hammond‗s crew
began the work on Monday morning. The first order of business was to remove the headwall
blocks and clear the washout debris from the outfall side of the culvert. Once this work was
complete, Bill Coyle met with Dick Hammond to establish a cost effective and efficient way
to make the repairs. It became known at this time that this would be an extensive project and
that the road would be closed for a month maybe longer.

The work proceeded as planned. The old culvert pipe was exposed as well as the headwall
blocks on the upstream side of the road. The first section of new concrete pipe was installed
and secured in place with flowable fill. Repair work continued through the Month of July.
The rebuilding of the downstream headwall reaches the final stages. Base coat of asphalt put
down. The road was opened to traffic on 9/1/2011.

Employee Spotlight
On Wednesday, September 7th, an Auburn DPW worker was injured in an accident while on
the job. Due to his fast actions, a fellow DPW worker is credited with saving his life.
Jim Beauregard, a sixteen year employee
of the Town of Auburn, was working with
Steve Duff, an eleven year DPW veteran,
clearing trees that had fallen as a result of
Tropical Storm Irene, which hit the area
on August 28th. The men were picking up
downed trees and limbs and feeding them
into a wood chipper on site at 1 Waterman Road when Mr. Beauregard‘s gloved
hand became caught in the wood chipping
machine, immediately pulling him into
the machine. Mr. Duff, who was clearing
and cutting branches about fifteen feet away, heard Mr. Beauregard yell and rushed towards
the machine where he was able to pull a lever and reverse the machine, dislodging Mr.
Beauregard from the wood chipper. Mr. Duff took Mr. Beauregard out of the machine,
wrapped his wounds, and called 911.
Auburn police, EMTs and firefighter crews responded immediately to the call. Auburn Firefighter- paramedics Christopher S. Pierce and Mark R. Johnson and Firefighter-intermediate
Francis X. Hartnett treated Mr. Beauregard at the scene and then transported him to the
UMass Memorial Medical Center — University Campus in Worcester. Mr. Beauregard
remained hospitalized for two nights. His injuries, which would have been far more critical
and life threatening if not for the quick actions of Mr. Duff and the first responders, included head, ear, hand and arm wounds. Mr. Beauregard underwent surgery and is recuperating
at home from his injuries with daily medical care and possibly additional surgery in the near
future.
We want to acknowledge and congratulate Jim Beauregard for his quick actions, including
jamming the machine with his folded arms, which prevented him from sustaining more severe injuries and we wish him a speedy and healthy recovery.
We recognize and congratulate Steve Duff for his expeditious and quick actions that saved
Jim‘s life.
And we thank our first responders - Auburn Firefighter paramedics Christopher S. Pierce and Mark R.
Johnson and Firefighter-intermediate Francis X. Hartnett – for their quick response and excellent medical
care provided at the scene.
Auburn is very fortunate to have such dedicated and
talented employees who work daily to improve the
lives of Auburn residents and make our community
safer and healthier.

Senior Center and Elder Affairs News
Council on Aging Monthly Newsletter
The Auburn Council on Aging has a monthly newsletter? Sign up to receive it electronically by clicking here
or contact Christina Silpe, Executive Director of Elder
Affairs, at (508) 832-7799 to receive the newsletter and
other information on programs and events at the Lorraine Gleick Nordgren Senior Center.

Special Needs Registry
In light of the recent power outages Hurricane Irene and the advent of the winter season, we are
working to compile a list of Auburn residents who might need assistance should we be without power for an extended period of time. If you live independently and have a disability that would cause
you to need assistance, either to stay in your home or evacuate, we need to know this. We also need
to know if you have a pet (dog, cat, bird or fish) that you would need to take with you in the event of
evacuation. If you would have no transportation in the event of an evacuation, we need to know
this. If you are on oxygen or some type of life support and still in your own home, we need to know
this.
We are not trying to be nosy, but we need to be able to help you stay safe in the event of an emergency situation. Please allow us to add this information to our secure database, in order to help you
maintain your independence with dignity. This is also the case for younger disabled members of our
community. If you are reading this and know of someone who ―fills the bill‖, please contact them
and ask them to call us at 508-832-7799 with the information needed to keep everyone in Auburn
safe this coming winter season.

Senior Services Fall Festival November 4th

Fuel Assistance

Once again, the Senior Center is offering
the opportunity for the residents of Auburn
to meet with more than 20 non-profit vendors that provide services to the elder and
disabled population. From 9 AM to 1 PM
on Friday, November 4th the Lorraine Gleick Nordgren Senior
Center on Goddard Drive will be a beehive of activity. Information will be available on service providers for transportation,
fuel assistance, homemaker services, home health aides, housing, legal assistance and many more topics of interest to elders
and their families, as well as disabled of any age. Please join us
for this unique learning experience. Light refreshments will be served. For more information,
please call the senior center at 508-832-7799.

Help with filing for fuel
assistance from several
different sources is available at the Lorraine
Gleick Nordgren Senior
Center. Even if you have
not qualified for help
from the Worcester Community Action Council
LIHEAP Program does
not mean that you won‘t
qualify for assistance
from another agency.
Stop by the center at 4
Goddard Drive, or call
508-832-7799 and a
member of the senior
center staff will assist
you.

News from the Auburn Public Library
The Value of Free Public Libraries
By Cyndee Marcoux, Library Director

During the month of September the Auburn Public Library celebrated National Library Card
sign-up month. The Library issued more than 350 library
cards to residents of Auburn. This brings the total number
“Libraries are community
of Auburn residents with active library cards to more than treasure chests, loaded with a
9,500. A number that represents 59.4% of the town‘s total wealth of information available to everyone equally, and
population! The trustees and staff are not surprised by
the key to that treasure chest
this increase in library usage. More than 230 people visit
is the library card. I have
the library daily. The results of the State Aid to Public
found the most valuable thing
Libraries Annual Report and Information Survey showed
in my wallet is my library
a 9.5% increase in library circulation for FY11.
card.” First Lady Laura

Why is this when everyone knows that the Internet has
eliminated the need for public libraries? The reason is simple, that statement is not true!
More people than ever are utilizing the valuable services public libraries offer. What value
do libraries provide? Economic development, employment, education, life-long learning,
health, technology, entertainment, emergency services…the list goes on. Our value is that
we provide these services free of charge to anyone that wishes to use them. If you haven‘t
visited the library lately now is the time!

Upcoming Events at the Library
Drop-in Computer Classes every Tuesday 2PM – 3:30
PM, Friday 10:30AM – 12:00PM, Evening classes
available by appointment
Classic Movie Night – Bud Abbott & Lou Costello
Meet Frankenstein Thursday, October 13 6:30PM –
8PM
Friends of the Library Membership Drive – Wednesday, October 19 6:30 PM – 8PM
Teen Lock-in/Halloween Party - October 21 6PM –
9PM
Mentalist & Mindbender Rory Raven – October 25 @
7 PM

The Auburn Public Library will be
closed Monday, October 10 – Wednesday, October 12 for Columbus Day and
to Inventory our historical collection.
This much needed project is long overdue.
The Library Trustees and staff believe it is
very important for Auburn residents to have
an accurate and organized historical collection. The library will reopen Thursday,
October 13 at 9:30 am. Please plan accordingly and stock up on needed materials.
The library holds several activities for children ages 6 months-10 years of age every
week. Visit our website for more information about children‘s programming.

Collecting Supplies for U.S. military service members
– November 1 – 18

Auburn Public Library

Decorate or drop off a card for U.S. military service
members – November 7 – 12

Sign up to receive electronic information
from the Auburn Public Library by clicking
here or contact Cyndee Marcoux, Library
Director, at
(508) 8327790

Movie Night – Planes, Trains and Automobiles, Monday, November 21, 6:30 PM – 8 PM
**New Passes** - Discovery Museum & Worcester Art Museum

Business News and Information...
Consolidated Fabricators Awarded Workforce Training Grant
Consolidated Fabricators, a division of Branden Manufacturing, located at 17 St. Mark
Street in Auburn, was awarded a Workforce Training Fund grant in the amount of $64,415
from the Massachusetts Department of Labor and Workforce Development.
Consolidated Fabricators builds and designs fabrications and engineered systems for the
power generation and oil and gas market sectors. The company, which has been in business for 39 years, specializes in the design and manufacture of complex mechanical, electrical and fluid systems such as fuel oil, fuel gas, lube oil, water and air handling systems and
produces power plant accessories and a wide array of combustion parts. Consolidated has
67 full-time and 9 part-time employees at its Auburn site.
The grant will be used to fund a comprehensive training program for the 76 employees at
their Auburn facility including lean manufacturing, management and continuous improvement training to make the company more competitive in the global marketplace.
See the related article below for information on the Workforce Training Fund.

Massachusetts Workforce Training Fund
The Massachusetts Workforce Training Fund provides resources to Massachusetts businesses and workers to train current and newly hired employees. There are three different
grant programs available to qualified businesses and applicants: General, Express and Hiring Incentive (HITG). The maximum grant awards range from $30,000 to $250,000 depending upon the program. The required match ranges for each grant program. To find out
more information about these grant opportunities and the criteria to qualify, click on Workforce Training Fund Program.
Employers and organizations interested in any of the WTFP grants are encouraged to attend
one of the informational seminars which are held each month at locations across the Commonwealth. Each seminar covers all three of the Workforce Training Fund Programs and
includes information on how each program works, the benefits, and how to apply. Upcoming seminars in the Central Massachusetts region are scheduled for:
Thursday, October 20th, 8:00 -10:00 am (Continental breakfast will be served)
Worcester Polytechnic Institute (WPI)
Gateway Park, 60 Prescott St, Worcester
Contact Michael Corcoran mcorcoran@detma.org 617-626-6426 or 857-753-3494 (cell)
Wednesday, November 9th, 9:30 -11:00 am
Central Mass Workforce Investment Board (CMWIB)
44 Front St., Worcester, 3rd floor
Contact John McCarthy 508- 373-7604 or Bill Ryan 508-373-7620
Please note that some locations may have limited seats; to ensure a seat, please sign up
quickly.

New Business Coming to Auburn………
Renovations have begun to the former Bernies‘ building located at 470 Southbridge Street to accommodate its newest tenant, Big Bob’s Flooring Outlet. Property owner Harry Leiser,
with broker Mike Jacobs, recently inked a deal to lease the
20,800 square foot facility to Vinnie Virga, owner of the new
Big Bob‘s Flooring Outlet in Auburn, a retail flooring operation. Big Bob‘s Flooring Outlet is a national franchise chain
Future home of Big Bob’s
based out of Kansas.
Flooring Outlet
Mr. Virga purchased the franchise for the New England and New York territory where he
plans to open 17 stores, several of which will be in Massachusetts. Mr. Virga plans to use
the Auburn location as his company headquarters. The new store will boast a 14,000 square
foot showroom and expects to employ up to 5 full-time employees in addition to 5 contract
employees in the first year of operation. Over the next couple of years, the company hopes
to expand its labor force to 20 to 30 employees and contract positions.
Town administration officials have been working with the property owner and tenant to
provide guidance through the permitting process and technical assistance to facilitate the
project. Mr. Virga was considering alternate locations prior to making the decision to open
a store and his headquarters in Auburn. He selected Auburn for its location, access, and
market demographics in addition to the supportive assistance the Town offered.
Big Bob‘s Flooring Outlet anticipates opening at the end of October.

We welcome Big Bob’s Flooring Outlet to the Town of Auburn!

Hats Off and Thumbs Up To Our Donors!
The Town of Auburn would like to thank the following individuals for their commitment to
the community through their generous donations to the Dr. Martha and Dr. Arthur Pappas
Recreation Complex:

Camosse Family

Alex Pappas Trust

Fuller Family

Arthur and Martha Pappas

Marois Family

Ruth Thompson Family

Fall Recreation and Culture Events
Fall Festival & Car Show Saturday October 15, 2011 11:00 am – 4:00 pm Lemansky Park
Kids Open Gym Basketball at Auburn High School
Starting October 4th Tuesdays Grades 3-5 7:00-8:00 pm court A; Grades 6-8 7:00-8:00 pm
court B; Grades 9-12 7:00-8:00 pm court CD
Men’s Pickup Basketball at Auburn High School
Tuesdays 8:00-10:00 pm
Co-ed Over 30 Adult Basketball at Auburn High School
Wednesdays 8:00-10:00 pm.
Get on the Ball with Weights at Auburn HS Fitness Room
Tuesdays and Thursdays 6:00-7:15 pm
Fitness Classes at Auburn High School
Mondays & Wednesdays 7:00-8:30 pm; Fridays 6:30-8:00 pm
P90X and other Beach body workouts at Auburn High School
Wednesdays 7:00-8:00pm
Coed Volleyball at Auburn High School
starting October 6th Thursdays 7:00-8:00 pm
Coed over 20 Soccer at Auburn High School
Thursdays 8:00 –10:00 pm under the lights
Chair Caning at Auburn High School
Starting Oct 20th Mondays 8 weeks 6:00-8:00 pm
Water Color Painting at Camp Gleason
Tuesdays: 9:30am-12:00 pm
Beginners Intro to Watercolor Workshop at Camp Gleason
Starting October 18th Tuesdays 1:00 - 3:30 pm
Learn to Play the Ukulele at Auburn High School
Starting October 24th, Mondays 6:00-7:00 pm ages 9 and up. Preregistration required.
For more information and cost where applicable, please contact Kristen Pappas, Recreation and
Culture Director, at 508-832-7736 or kpappas@town.auburn.ma.us
Question or comments? Contact us at townmgr@town.auburn.ma.us or call (508) 832-7720.

To subscribe to the quarterly municipal newsletter, The Auburn Account, visit our website to submit an electronic sign-up form or click here. Our next edition will be released in January, 2012.

