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Local Government At Work

The Auburn Account
Municipal Aggregation Contract Executed
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The Town of Auburn is pleased to announce that Constellation Energy Power
Choice, Inc. ("Constellation") has been
chosen as the supplier for the Community
Choice Power Supply Program, commonly called a Municipal Aggregation Program. Constellation, based in Houston,
Texas, is a leading competitive supplier of
power, natural gas, renewable energy and
energy management products and services
for homes and businesses across the continental United States.

Auburn Town Hall
104 Central Street
Auburn, MA 01501

The contract provides Auburn residents and businesses with a fixed
electricity supply rate of 9.522 cents ($0.09522) per Kilowatt Hour
(kWh) for 12 months starting in December 2015. The Program rates
will be reflected in the Supplier Services section of your January
2016 National Grid bill. This rate is 100% renewable, which means
that the electricity is being supplied through national wind Renewable Energy Credits (RECs) from farms throughout the continental
U.S. Residents participating in Auburn’s Municipal Aggregation
Program will now benefit from a rate that is 27% lower than National Grid’s (NGrid) DPU-approved winter rate of 13.038 per kWh.
The Town of Auburn’s Community Choice Municipal Aggregation
Plan, which aims to provide its residents and businesses with a fixed
electricity supply rate, received final approval from the Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities on September 17, 2015. Following state approvals, Town administration worked with its municipal
aggregation consultant, Colonial Power Group, to solicit bids from
the market’s electricity supply companies in October.
This is an opt-out program. There is no fee to opt-in or opt-out of the
Program. Eligible town residents and businesses who were NGrid
basic rate customers as of November 2015 were automatically enrolled in this municipal aggregation program with Constellation
starting in December 2015. Continued on next page:
Sign up today to receive electronic communications and updates on a variety of issues,
including The Auburn Account, emergency and road work updates from the Town of Auburn. Visit our web site at www.auburnguide.com or click here to sign up now!
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(508) 832Town Manager
Board of Selectmen
Building Inspector
Clerk
Fire
Health
Library
Planning
Police
Public Works
Senior Center
Treasurer/Collector
Veterans

7720
7720
7719
7701
7800
7703
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7814
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7705
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Hours of Operation
Town Hall:
Monday
8:00AM-7:00PM
T, W, Th
8:00AM-4:00PM
Friday
8:00AM-1:00PM
Senior Center:
Mon & Fri 8:00AM-3:00PM
T, W, Th
8:00AM-4:00PM
Library:
Mon—Thurs 9:30AM-8:30PM
Fri
9:30AM-5:30PM
Sat
9:00AM-1:00PM

In this issue Secret Santa, VA Health Benefits Explorer, Holiday Open House, Fire Prevention Week,
Town Hall Converts to Gas, Auburn Cultural Council Grant Recipients, and much more...

Continued from page 1
Those residents and business who are automatically enrolled received a letter
dated November 4, 2015 that contained details about the new fixed supply price
and its contract duration. The letters also provided eligible residents and businesses with instructions to opt-out of the service by completing a postage-paid
reply card and mailing it back to Colonial Power within 30 days of receipt.
Periodically, notification letters with opt-out instructions will be sent to any customer that is
currently on National Grid’s Basic Service rate. If you did not receive a notification letter, you
may opt-in at any time by calling Constellation at 844-872-9963. Please note that enrollment
can take up to two billing cycles to take effect. Certain NGrid customers may not have been
included on the NGrid Basic Service list provided to Constellation due to various factors such
as signing up for “do not solicit”. Any NGrid customers who were not automatically enrolled
and who wish to participate in the program should call Colonial Power Group at 508.485.5858.
Those customers who are under contract with another supplier will not be automatically enrolled in this municipal aggregation program. Those customers may opt into municipal aggregation at any time at no charge, although there may be penalties, fees or fines to cancel a contract with the supplier. Please talk with your contracted supplier before taking any action to
avoid penalties, fees or fines.
Residents and businesses with any questions about the Town of Auburn’s Municipal Aggregation Program are encouraged to call Colonial Power at 508.485.5858. Detailed information on the Program and answers to Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) are available on
the Town’s web site at http://www.auburnguide.com/pages/Municipal%20Aggregation or on
Colonial Power’s web site at http://www.colonialpowergroup.com/auburn/.
Colonial Power Group will be holding an informational session at the Lorraine Gleick
Nordgren Senior Center on January 28, 2016 at 10:00 a.m.. See separate story for details.

News from the Town Clerk...
Roger Belhumeur Presented Riley Award for Outstanding Citizenship
Retired Fire Chief Roger Belhumeur was selected as the 2015 recipient
of the John E. & Ethyl E. Riley Outstanding Citizenship Award. Chief
Belhumeur was presented with the prestigious award at the Ecumenical
Service held at the Auburn Community Thanksgiving Eve Service at the
First Congregational Church.
Chief Belhumeur was selected by the Riley Award Committee for his
many contributions to the Auburn community. He joined the Auburn
Photo Courtesy of John Anderson, Auburn Daily
Fire Department in 1966 as a call firefighter and became Auburn’s first
full-time firefighter in 1978. He was named Chief in 1987 where he led the department until his retirement in 2002. Among his many accomplishments, Chief Belhumeur began the town’s first ambulance
service. He was a founding member of Massachusetts Fire District 7. He also +served on the Charter
Review Committee, as a Town Meeting Member for Precinct 4, and most recently as the town’s Emergency Management Director in addition to his many community and business activities.
The Riley Award was created to honor the Riley’s for their contribution to serving and making life for
Auburn citizens better. John served as Town Clerk from 1922 until 1952 while Ethel served as an Assistant Town Clerk for many years. The award is annually presented by their daughter, Martha Pappas.
Congratulations, Chief!

Election Calendar 2016
PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY, TUESDAY, MARCH 1, 2016
Polls open at 7:00 AM to 8:00 PM
Last Day to register to vote or change party for the Presidential Primary is February 10,
2016
TUESDAY, MAY 3, 2016
TUESDAY, MAY 17, 2016
Annual Town Meeting
Annual Town Election
7:00 PM in High School Auditorium
8 AM to 8 PM
Precincts 1,2,3,4, and 5 in the High School Gym
NOMINATION PAPERS – Available FEBRUARY 1, 2016
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 30, 2016
Last Day for all candidates to file nomination papers for elective town offices with the
Registrars for certification of signatures. Nomination papers will be accepted at the Town
Clerk’s office until 5:00PM.
It is important to remember that the last day for candidates to present nomination
papers for certification by the registrars is, Wednesday, March 30, 2016. Nomination
papers, which have been submitted to and certified by the Registrars, will automatically,
be filed with the Town Clerk by 5:00PM on FRIDAY, APRIL 15, 2016.
Fifty certified signatures are required for all offices except Town Meeting Member.
Town Meeting Members must have ten certified signatures from their own precinct.
In Auburn, the town Clerk’s office and the Registrars’ office are the same, and papers certified by the Registrars are automatically transferred to the Town Clerk.
THURSDAY, APRIL 14, 2016
Last day for a candidate to withdraw nomination papers.
TOWN MEETING MEMBERS
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 30, 2016
Last day for candidates for Town Meeting Member to file nomination papers with at least
ten signatures of voters from their precinct to the Registrars.
VOTER REGISTRATION SESSION
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27, 2016
Last day to register voters before the annual town election. Registration in the Town
Clerk’s office will be held from 8:00AM until 8:00 PM.
Auburn residents 18 years of age by Election Day, MAY 17, 2016, or older may register
to vote in the Town Clerk’s office. A resident may register to vote by mail but the mail-in
form must be postmarked on or before APRIL 27, 2016 for the voter to be eligible to vote
at the annual town election.
Campaign Finance Reports due May 9, 2016 – 8 days before the election.

2016 CENSUS
2016 census forms will be mailed at the beginning of January. Please fill out and return.
Voters are made inactive in June of each year if the census is not updated. This created a long
line at the election November 4, 2014 because each inactive voter must fill out a form and
provide proof that they still live at their Auburn address. There are four elections in 2016.
Know before you go, don’t be the person in line waiting to prove you are still a resident.

Dog licensing
On the bottom of the census form is a dog license form for 2016. To license by mail, fill out
the form and enclose a check to cover the fee. If you would prefer to license on-line, use Auburnguide.com, Town Clerk Department, Dog licenses and click on the link to Unibank.
Please verify that the rabies on file is current or send a copy with your census form.

CONFLICT OF INTEREST REQUIREMENT
The Summary of the Conflict of Interest has been distributed. Committee Members are considered Municipal Employees for the purposes of this law. If you serve on a committee or volunteer in some capacity and have not received the Summary in the mail or as an email attachment, please contact the Town Clerk’s office at (508)832-7701. Some part-time volunteer positions are exempt. The Summary and a list of exempt positions are on the Town website auburnguide.com. Town Clerk department-Conflict of Interest. Training is every two years and
the acknowledgement is every year.

BALLOT OPENINGS 2016
ANNUAL ELECTION MAY 17, 2016
On Tuesday, May 17, 2016 at eight o’clock AM to elect by Official Ballot the following: Town Officers and Committees for the following terms of offices as provided by
the Charter, March 10, 1969, under General Laws, Chapter 43B Section (9c).
One Auburn Housing Authority Member for
Two Library Trustees, Auburn Free Public Library for
One Moderator for
One School Committee Member for
One Board of Selectmen Members for
One Southern Worcester County Regional Vocational
School Member for

Five Years
Three Years
One Year
Three Year
Three Years
Three Years

TOWN MEETING MEMBERS
Precinct One

8 to be elected for

Three Years

Precinct Two

8 to be elected for

Three Years

Precinct Three

8 to be elected for
1 to be elected for

Three Years
1 Year unexpired term

Precinct Four

8 to be elected for
1 to be elected for

Three Years
1 Year unexpired term

Precinct Five

8 to be elected for

Three Years

Board of Selectmen

From Left: Ken Holstrom (Chair), Dan Carpenter, Doreen Goodrich (Vice Chair),
Steve Simonian, Denise Brotherton.

Select Board meetings are held on
the second and fourth Mondays
each month as well as on the 5th
Monday of the month when it applies. If a holiday falls on a Monday, meetings are held the following Tuesday. Minutes and agendas
are available on the Town’s web
site. Meetings are televised live on
Auburn Cable Television.
To contact the Board of Selectmen
during regular Town Hall business
hours: Phone: 508-832-7720
Fax: 508-832-4270

To reach individual members of the Board of Selectmen:
Kenneth Holstrom (Chair)
273 Central Street
Cell: 508-320-4564
Home: 508-832-2580
Email: kholstrom@town.auburn.ma.us

Doreen M. Goodrich (Vice Chair)
21 Hill Street
Cell: 508-951-9157
Email: dgoodrich@town.auburn.ma.us

Denise Brotherton
22 Paul St.
Home: 508-832-4624
Email: dbrotherton@town.auburn.ma.us

Dan Carpenter
33 Goulding Drive
Cell: 508-277-9519
Email: dcarpenter@town.auburn.ma.us

Stephen R. Simonian
102 Rockland Road
Cell: 508-922-4697
Email: ssimonian@town.auburn.ma.us

Selectmen’s Office Hours
Members of the Board of Selectmen have held office hours twice a month on a rotating basis.
During office hours, a member of the Select Board is available to talk with residents, businesses and taxpayers about issues that are of interest or concern.
Please note that times and locations may vary so please check the schedule each month. Upcoming Office Hours for the month of January are:
Monday January 11 2016, 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM – Ken Holstrom
Selectmen’s Meeting Room Auburn Town Hall
Saturday January 16, 2016 10:00AM to 11:00 AM – Denise Brotherton
History Room Auburn Public Library
Office Hours for each month will be posted on www.auburnguide.com, ACTV and the Town’s
social media sites. You may also call the Selectmen’s Office at 508.832.7720 for information.

Employee Spotlight
Officer Robert E. Gow retired from the Police Department in October after serving the community
for over 28 years. During his tenure, he held several specialty positions. He served as a firearms
and defensive tactics instructor for sworn personnel. In his role as instructor, he was responsible for
establishing realistic training modules in accordance with established guidelines and mandates required by the Municipal Police Training Committee. Officer Gow also worked as an instructor
training student officers in these same subjects at police academies throughout the State of Massachusetts. He was a long-standing member of the Central Massachusetts Law Enforcement Council
Special Weapons and Tactics Team. We wish Bob and his family much happiness and thank him
for his years of service.
Patsy Beauregard, always a familiar and smiling face in the Town Manager’s and Board of Selectmen’s office, will be retiring on January 22 nd. Patsy has been an employee of the Town for over 34
years. While she will be missed in the Town Manager’s office, Patsy will be taking on a new parttime role in the Human Resources Department where she will continue to handle insurance claims,
Worker’s Compensation and Injured On Duty claims, in addition to performing other human resource related activities. Congratulations, Patsy! We are happy that you will be staying on in a new
role!
Richard (Rick) Travers has joined the DDIS team as the new Local Inspector in our
Building Division. Rick has many years municipal experience under his tool belt, and has
been State certified since 2007. He has already been an asset to the department conducting inspections on his first day here! He will work closely with our Building Commissioner to ensure that the ongoing annual safety inspections are done, as well as assisting with both
residential and commercial building inspections as Auburn continues to grow. Welcome Rick!
Shannon Regan is the new Staff Assistant to the Town Manager. Shannon will be involved in
operational and research functions for the Town Manager’s Office including responding to citizen
issues and requests, preparation of reports and communications, research and analysis, procurements, and special projects. Shannon is a life-long Auburn resident and graduate of Auburn High
School. She is a candidate for a Bachelor of Arts Degree from Lesley University and anticipates
completing her degree in February. Welcome, Shannon!

Billing, Exemptions, and Discounts...
3rd and 4th quarter bills went in the mail for January 1st 2016.
3rd quarter payments are due by February 1st.
Exemption applications for seniors over 68, Surviving Spouses, Disabled Veterans and the Blind for
FY2014 will be accepted through March 31, 2016. If you have any questions regarding your qualifications for one of these exemptions please contact the Assessor’s Office at (508) 832-7708.
We are also accepting applications for the small commercial exemption through March 31, 2016. To
qualify the business must be classified as Commercial, have 10 or less employees in each business located on the property, and be valued less than 1,000,000.
FY 2016 Business Personal Property Form of Lists will be mailed to all businesses that were in operation on January 1, 2015. For any new businesses, forms are available on the town website at
www.auburnguide.com or from the Assessor’s Office. Your form of list should be returned to the Assessor’s office no later than March 1st of 2016.

Any properties filing for an exemption as property held for Charitable Purposes under MGL Chapter 59
§5 and §29 must file their State Tax form 3ABC prior to March 1st in order to be given the exemption for
the upcoming year.
It is important to us that your tax assessments are equitable and correct. One of the most important parts
of Assistant Assessor Mary Oliver’s job is to be out inspecting properties and verifying that the information we base your assessment on is up to date and accurate. We are currently working in several areas
of town. If you receive an orange tag or a letter notifying you that we are working in your neighborhood,
please call the Assessor’s Office we can set up an appointment at your convenience.
As a reminder, any employees or consultants working with the Assessor’s Office will always have Town
issued identification with them. Do not ever allow entry to your property by a person who does not have
proper identification. If you have any questions ALWAYS call to verify with either the Assessor’s Office or the Police Department.

Town Hall Converted from Oil to Natural Gas
The Town of Auburn has completed the first of three projects funded by the 2015 Green Communities Competitive Grant – a conversion of the Town Hall from oil to natural gas. The 2012
Town of Auburn Energy Reduction Plan identified HVAC system replacement and updates as
an action item within the first three implementation years. The plan also identified the Town
Hall as the third highest energy consuming Town-owned facility. The grant funds used to implement this upgrade were sought in March 2015, and were awarded in July 2015.
The Town held a pre-construction meeting on Thursday October 1 st. Eric L’Esperance - Energy
Manager, Matthew Benoit - Town Planner, and Caleb Moody - Building Inspector, met with
Stephen Brown - Project Manager for Guardian Energy Solutions, and Brian Sennett - Sales &
Service Manager for Commercial Boiler Systems, Inc. Demolition began that day, and the project was completed on October 28th.
(Left)
The
crew
begins
demolition
Oct.
1 st
The project scope included asbestos abatement; demolition
of the previous HB Smith Series oil-burning boiler and domestic hot water system; installation of a high-efficiency
Viessmann natural-gas burning boiler and domestic hot water system; installation of natural gas services into the boiler
room and new ventilation; and the removal of four 250 gallon oil storage tanks. The new boiler and domestic hot water
heater boast an efficiency rating of 96%, and are projected
to save the Town $7,250 in annual energy costs.
This efficiency measure will add to the previous efforts to offset energy consumption at the
Town Hall. In 2013, a lighting efficiency and building envelope project was undertaken to reduce electric and heating/cooling costs in the facility. Earlier in 2015, a computer shutdown
initiative was implemented to prevent computers from running throughout the night and weekends. These previous efforts combined have resulted in a
38% reduction in energy use
at the Town Hall over the
past four years. The Town
anticipates further savings
now that the heating system
has been converted from oil
to natural gas.
Stephen Brown-Guardian, Brian Sennet-CBS,
Newly installed Veismann Boiler and domestic hot
Inc., & Eric L’Esperance-Town of Auburn

water heater

Veterans Services Larry Corbin, Director of Veterans Services
8:30 - 5:00 M-F by telephone only 508-832-7706 or 508-478-4300

VA Health Benefits Explorer
If you are not enrolled in VA health care, you can apply at any time. If you served in the U.S.
Armed Forces, you can use the VA Health Benefits Explorer to learn about the benefits you
could receive if you are enrolled with VA for your health care. You will be given an opportunity to apply for enrollment after completing the VA Health Benefits Explorer. If you wish,
you can skip the Explorer and simply apply for enrollment now.
Using the Explorer will definitely save a lot of time and frustration answering ALL your questions.
The Marketplace is a way to shop for and purchase private health insurance (for example,
health coverage other than VA health care programs) that fits your budget and meets your
needs. People who purchase insurance through the Marketplace may be able to lower the costs
of health insurance coverage by paying lower monthly premiums. The Marketplace open enrollment period is November 1, 2015, through January 31, 2016. For more information, visit
www.healthcare.gov.
Even if you are covered by your VA health care enrollment, your family members who are not
enrolled in a VA health care program and who do not meet the health care law coverage standards should use the Marketplace to get coverage. They may get lower costs on monthly premiums or out-of-pocket costs. They could be eligible for free or low-cost coverage through Medicaid or the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP). They can submit an application for
health care coverage through the Marketplace, and learn the amount of assistance they are eligible for. For more information, visit www.healthcare.gov.
THERE IS STILL TIME TO CHECK IT OUT. HAVE A FAMILY MEMBER ASSIST
YOU IF YOU NEED IT!!!

PUBLIC SAFETY NEWS
Secret Santa Program
The Auburn Police Association in collaboration with the Auburn Public Schools and Auburn Youth
and Family Services wrapped up another year of Christmas gift-giving to Auburn families through
its Secret Santa Program.
The department would like to recognize Officer Stephanie Segur and Records
Clerk Stacy Fitzgerald for all the volunteer hours dedicated to the program. Both
have been running the operation over the last several years and truly serve as its
backbone.
The department would also like to recognize and thank The Home Depot for
donating all the boxes for gift delivery. In addition, we would like to extend a
special thanks to the Here We Grow Preschool for their toy drive, Starbucks Coffee, Wood Pro Inc. and Builders Systems, Inc. for their donations. The program
would not be possible without the many donations provided by residents, groups, and the business
community alike. Thanks to all who gave to help ensure a joyful Christmas day for our families.

Retired Fire Chief Roger Belhumeur honored
On Saturday December
5, 2015 the AFRD honored retired Fire Chief
Roger Belhumeur. Over
180 people came to Fire
Headquarters for a spaghetti dinner that was
put on by the members
of the department. The
gesture was a sign of
appreciation and respect
for a man who dedicated over 30 years to our
fire department. Chief
Belhumeur was the first
full time member of the
department and its first
Photo Courtesy of John Anderson, Auburn Daily

full time Chief, serving in that capacity from January 1987, until December 2002. Chief
Belhumeur laid the foundation for where the department is today.
Forty past members of the department were in attendance, some traveling from out of state as
far as Florida and Minnesota who had not been to the station in over 20 years.

Fire Prevention Poster Contest Breakfast
On November 12, 2015 the Auburn Fire Rescue Department hosted
itss annual Fire Prevention Poster Contest Breakfast. The contest
winners were first place, Trevor Fuller, grade 5 and second place
winner Sydney Mercadante also from grade 5. Both the first and second place winners walked away with a brand new bicycle. The department has been hosting this breakfast for decades and we look
forward to it each year. We would like to thank the Auburn Public
Schools for their continued support of this worthwhile education program.

Fire Prevention Week
Fire Prevention Week in 2015 was held October 4th 10th. The AFRD visited all of the elementary schools,
private schools, and even some of the Town's day
care centers to talk about fire prevention and safety
with the kids. Topics included Stop, Drop and Role,
planning a family escape route, burn prevention, stay
low and go and more. This year’s fire prevention
theme which the annual poster contest is based was,
"Hear the Beep, Where you Sleep". We stressed the
importance of working smoke and carbon monoxide
detectors in the home and what actions to take if they
go off.

Goodbye
On Friday October 9, 2015 the Auburn Fire Rescue Department
said goodbye to a valuable member of our team. After 16 years
with the department Captain Eric Otterson retired to pursue a full
time career as a Physician’s Assistant. Captain Otterson was instrumental in the upstart of the department’s paramedic program and
one of the original authors of the business plan that called for the
Town taking over its EMS operations fully in 2006. Captain Otterson was the department’s Emergency Medical Services Coordinator. We wish Captain Otterson the best of luck in his new career.

Annual Fire Prevention Open House

On Saturday October
10, 2015 the department
hosted it's Annual Fire
Prevention Open House. It was a beautiful day outside and
throughout the day we saw about 600 people visit the
Headquarters station on Auburn St. The kids and parents
alike had a blast looking at the trucks, participating in
some hands on activities and seeing Sparky the Fire Dog.

Santa Tour
December 19, 2015 marked the 61st year of the Santa Tour. Santa
and his elves, being followed by the mean old Mr. Grinch toured
the town atop of the brand new Tower truck. We look forward to
this event each year to see all of the smiling kids and adults. With
61 years under our belt it has become a town wide annual tradition
that spans generations. Santa was posting his whereabouts on social media throughout the day and the residents of the community
shared their photos with the department.

On the Road….
Roadway Reconstruction
Work on the Town’s 2015/2016 Roadway Reconstruction project by the Town’s contractor
P.J. Albert, Inc. has concluded for the season. Reconstruction of Burnett St, Lorna Dr, Sara
Dr, Karen Ave, Brook Rd, Highland St, Wethered St, Goulding Dr, Heritage Dr, Federal Hill
Rd, Rochdale St, Stone St, Grove St, George St, Shore Dr, Ravine Dr, Bay Ridge Rd, Curtis
St, Mount View Ave, Munger Dr, Hickory Ln, and Jefferson Dr is complete. Work will resume in the spring with the resurfacing of Oxford Street North, from Rochdale Street to Southbridge Street.
In addition to the roads listed, P.J. Albert completed the reconstruction of the track and tennis courts at Lemansky Park.

Town Assumes Operations of Pakachoag Golf Course
The Town of Auburn will assume all operations, management and
maintenance of the Pakachoag Golf Course as of January 1, 2016.
Many improvements are planned over the winter both on and off the
course. We have a new logo, new reduced rates and a new look! We
strive to provide a quality golf experience at affordable rates.
Since its acquisition by the Town in 1981 until December 2015, the
course was maintained and operated by private contractors. As of
January 1, 2016 the golf course will be operated, managed and maintained by the Town of
Auburn’s Department of Public Works.
We are offering reduced rates on Regular and Senior (62+) Season Passes until January 11,
2016. These Holiday Special Season Pass rates (unrestricted play) are as follows:
Resident
Non-resident
Senior (62+) resident
Senior non-resident

$695
$795
$595
$695

After January 11th, above rates increase by $100.
Other Season Pass Rates (unrestricted):
Member & Spouse resident
$1,295
Member & Spouse non-resident $1,395
Junior (Under 18) resident
$150
Junior non-resident
$200
Gift Cards in any denomination ($12 minimum) are also available.
We have created an electronic mechanism to accept payments for memberships and gift cards.
To access the online Pakachoag Golf Course Online Payment Center log onto the Town’s web
site at www.auburnguide.com and click on Pakachoag Golf Course Payment Center located on
the home page under “Additional Links”. Payment can be made by electronic check or credit
card. Payment can also be made in person at Town Hall – visit Kristen Pappas, Recreation Director. Or, go to the new web site at www.pakachoaggolfcourse.com.
The new web site, www.pakachoaggolfcourse.com, has information on the course, its history,
rates, specials, directions and contact information.

DPW Tackles Pakachoag Golf Course
The DPW has started making improvements at the Pakachoag Golf Course since the
October Special Town Meeting, when Town Meeting Members voted to approve the
Town’s taking over operation and maintenance of the golf course. Some of the initial
improvements include clearing of brush around the irrigation pond and rebuilding of
the irrigation pump enclosure. Improvements such as renovation of the clubhouse and
construction of footbridges along the fairways are planned to be completed by the
opening of the golf course in the spring. In addition to these improvements, the design
and permitting is complete for the construction of a detention basin at the eastern
boundary line of Pakachoag Golf Course. This project is funded in part by FEMA’s
Hazard Mitigation Grant and is designed to alleviate flooding of private property along
Meadowbrook Road. CEI, Inc., the Town’s consulting engineering company, prepared the documentation to allow for the bid opening on December 30 th. The construction will start as soon as possible, weather permitting.
The Pakachoag Golf Course website http://pakachoaggolfcourse.com/ has also been
updated, thanks to the Town’s IT Department. At the above link, the public can view
the rates, season pass information, buy gift certificates as well as learn the history of
the Pakachoag Golf Course.

Before

After

Interior Renovations

Cemetery Office
James Beauregard and Timothy Yurkus from The DPW’s Facilities Division have
completed the renovation of the Cemetery Office at Hillside Cemetery on Central
Street. The Cemetery Superintendent’s office as well as the restroom facilities have
received a long overdue upgrade which included the removal of dark paneling and
lighting upgrades.

Before

After

Before

After

Auburn Cultural Council Grant Recipients
As supporters of the Arts, volunteers of the Auburn Cultural Council are pleased
to announce we received 28 requests and we were able to grant over half of them.
We awarded grants totaling $640 with money distributed thru the Massachusetts
Cultural Council to Auburn. Following state and local guidelines, it is our duty to
fairly distribute the money to worthy applicants, including children, students,
seniors and lovers of the arts, who are able to enjoy a variety of programs sponsored in part or
completely by the Auburn Cultural Council. The 2016 grants selections include the following:
1. “A Step Back in Time”. Allison Chery was awarded $700 for Pakachoag school . Teachers
from Plimouth Plantation will visit and do a presentation.
2. Amanda Bastien from Auburn High School was awarded $453 to take a group of students to
the Boston Museum of fine arts.
3. Auburn Democratic Town Committee received $448 to sponsor a trip to the Edward M.
Kennedy Institute, in a grant proposed by chairperson Tricia Joyce
4. A group from Auburn Youth and Family Services will enjoy an afternoon at the Hanover
Theatre thru $400 grant.
5. The Audio Journal, INC, an organization that provides programming for the blind was
awarded $300 to present The Silver Tsunami.
6. Christine Robbins of Auburn Middle School received $100 for "Packaging and Design:
Connecting Math with Design"
7. Jean Collins, Library Director requested and received $310 to present UP UP and Away/
Mad Science of Western New England.
8. A presentation on Character Engagement with Children received $820 for the Auburn Library.
9. A pass to Plimouth Plantation will be at the Auburn Library thru a $314 grant.
10. A Davis Farmland Discount will also be available at the library thru a $250 grant.
11. "Hands on Nature-Winter Hibernation" will be presented at the Library thru a grant for
$160.
12. A sing-a- long will be presented at the Auburn Library by Matthew Heaton thru a $200
grant.
13. Michele Prunier at Auburn Middle school received $500 for a Community Tape Art Mural
project.
14. A group of Fourth Graders at Swanson School will participate in "Farm to Fork" thru a
grant given to Sarah Connell for $300.
15. Tammy Bailey will present a program at Auburn Middle School entitled "Grecian Culture
and
Masks"
thru
a
$500
grant.
16. The Marble Collection, Inc .(TMC) was given $200 to support its free arts programs and
publications.

Holiday Open House at the Kathleen Sabina Animal Compound
On Sunday, December 6th, the
Kathleen Sabina Animal Compound opened its doors to
members of the community for
a Holiday Open House hosted
by Animal Control and the Department of Public Health.
The public was invited to tour
the facility and see the recent
renovations made to the kennel
by the Department of Public
Works employees Tim Yurkus
and Jim Beauregard. These renovations included freshly painted walls and floors throughout the building and a number of other projects that were completed to make updates to the kennel.
Information packets, pastries from the
Café Shop Café of Millbury, coffee,
and hot chocolate were available to the
event’s two-legged guests, as well as
treats and food samples for the fourlegged guests. Guests were encouraged
to help decorate the trees and holly
bushes outside of the building with
stockings to add to the holiday atmosphere. News of the event reached the
North Pole and Mr. & Mrs. Claus along
with of one of their elves made an
appearance! The trio was also available for pictures with all of the twolegged and four-legged guests at a
holiday themed photo-booth station.
Before heading back to the North
Pole, Santa drew the winning ticket
of dog-friendly gift basket that was
created by Auburn resident, Maureen
Kennedy.

The generosity of all those who attended was overwhelming! Many guests
came with armfuls and trunk-loads of
donations which included, but is not
limited to, wet and dry pet food, cat
litter, bedding, treats, and bleach. A
number of guests also made monetary
donations which will goes towards the
care of animals that get kenneled at the
Kathleen Sabina Animal Compound.
Two cats and three dogs that were being kenneled at the time of the Holiday Open
House were able to immediately reap the benefits of all the wonderful donations that were
brought in! We thank all those who were able
to attend and we offer a special thanks to the

following individuals who volunteered
their time at the Holiday Open House:
Maureen Kennedy, Clare Foley, Joe Martin, Melinda Kemp, June & Bob Contois,
Ryan Moen, Darlene Coyle, Aimee Contois, and Bill Coyle.

2015 Town of Auburn Year in Review
2015 was a busy year for the Town of Auburn! January came in like a lion and went out like a
lamb. Beginning with the Blizzard on January 26th and continuing through the winter, the snowstorms kept coming, culminating in over 10 feet of snow! Auburn is said to have received “the
jackpot” snowfall in Massachusetts. Our DPW crews did a tremendous job keeping our roads
clear and safe during a very challenging season. December was unseasonably high temperatures
reaching almost 70 degrees, prompting many outdoor activities other than skiing and sledding
during the holidays.
Town administration undertook a number of initiatives throughout the year designed to reduce
costs for residents and businesses and enhance the quality of life for the community. Among the
highlights of these initiatives is the bond rating upgrade to Aa2 that the Town received from
Moody’s Investor Services which reflect the Town’s multi-year commitment to implementing its
financial policies, building reserves and addressing pension and healthcare liabilities. The upgrade will result in lower borrowing costs for the Town’s current and future debt needs, which
translates to savings in taxpayer dollars. The news from Standard & Poors was also excellent as
the agency reaffirmed the Town’s AA+ rating, which is one step from the highest rating that a
municipality can receive. The rating is reflective of the Town’s adoption and implementation of
strong key management practices and key financial policies, including long range financial forecasting of both revenue and expense for operational and capital budgets.
The Town’s Community Choice Power Supply Program received approvals from the State’s Department of Public Utilities and Department of Energy Resources which enabled the Town to
implement its municipal aggregation program. Constellation Energy Power Choice, Inc.
("Constellation") has been chosen as the supplier. The contract provides Auburn residents and
businesses with a fixed electricity supply rate of 9.522 cents ($0.09522) per Kilowatt Hour
(kWh) for 12 months starting in December 2015. This rate is 27% lower than National Grid’s
(NGrid) DPU-approved winter rate of 13.038 per kWh. The Town itself will save money on its
utility costs due to the implementation of two green initiatives: the Net Metering Credit Agreement and the conversion of Town Hall to gas, funded by a Green Community Grant.
Construction on the new Middle School was completed on time and under budget, thanks to the
diligent efforts of the School Building Committee ,the Massachusetts School Building Authority,
and the project team including OPM Skanska USA, Lamoreaux Pagano and Associates , and
Fontaine Brothers, Inc. The state-of-the-art facility opened its doors at the beginning of the academic year to the delight of students, parents and faculty. The completion of the middle school
triggered the closing of two long-standing elementary schools – Julia Bancroft and Mary D.
Stone. The Elementary School Advisory Committee did a great job analyzing the options for the
two closed elementary schools and provided its recommendations to town administration. Further analysis is underway to determine the best options for re-use of those properties.
Town administration developed a comprehensive Facility Improvements Plan that provides a
multi-year plan for improvements, major maintenance and repairs to all Town of Auburn municipal facilities to maximize their useful life expectancy. The improvements have been prioritized
and tentatively scheduled over the next five years.
In October, the state’s Attorney General approved the Town’s new omnibus General and Administrative Bylaws, representing the culmination of a process that spanned more than three years.
As part of the new Bylaws, the Board of Selectmen approved a new Schedule of Fees and Schedule of Fines. Thanks to the By Law Review Committee, department heads, Town Counsel Robert Hennigan and Moderator Charlie Baker for their diligence and hard work.
the operations, management and maintenance of the golf course as of January 1st, 2016.

Following a thorough analysis and approval at the Fall Town Meeting, the Town will be assuming the operations, management and maintenance of the golf course as of January 1st, 2016.
New rates, new logos, a new web site, and facility improvements have given a fresh new look to
the facility. The Pakachoag Golf Advisory Committee continues to work on all aspects of the
course including marketing and promotions.
“ALICE” Training” was provided to our boards and commissions to share strategies to deal with
an active shooter or attacker. The Town of Auburn wants to provide our volunteers and employees with tools and strategies to be prepared should an incident ever occur.
The Board of Selectmen and the Finance Committee adopted two new investment policies to
maximize our returns while providing stability and flexibility where needed with regard to liquidity for funding ongoing operations. These are in addition to the Financial Policies adopted in
2012.
A new “Town of Auburn Coordinated Calendar of Activities” was created that provides a listing
each month of all of the programs offered at the Auburn Public Library and the Lorraine Gleick
Nordgren Senior Center, as well as all Recreation and Culture programs. This community calendar facilitates the ability for residents to access information on the many programs and activities
that are offered through the Town at multiple locations.
The Auburn Police Department launched two social media sites to enhance communications with
the public. The Department’s social media sites on Facebook and Twitter provide real-time updates to the public, reach a demographic of the population that other media does not, and engage
the residents and businesses in dialogue. It is part of the Town’s overall communication strategy
to enhance outreach and communication to the residents and businesses in Auburn. The Fire
and Rescue Department and the Town each have official Facebook and Twitter sites.
Legislative and policy advocacy continued throughout the year. Through participation on the
Massachusetts Municipal Management Association’s Municipal and Regional Policy Committee, the Town Manager remained active in legislative affairs, including providing testimony on
behalf of various bills to the Legislature. The Town Manager was appointed as a member of the
newly established Worcester Regional Tourism and Visitors Corporation, now called Discover
Central Massachusetts, which provides a vehicle to advocate and plan for tourism and economic
development initiatives which will boost local business.
As a result of a vote by the Board of Selectmen, following Town Meeting approval of the funding at the end of 2014, in March the Town purchased 50 acres of land off of Southold Road that
were formerly classified as Chapter 61A Land. The Open Space Committee evaluated numerous
options for its use and presented their recommendations to the Board of Selectmen, which concurred that the use should remain as municipal (public) for the next ten years which enabled the
Town to borrow the funds for the acquisition at a tax-exempt rate.
During calendar year 2015, town administration applied for 18 grants totaling $421,590.18. Of
those applications, 15 were received totaling $284,305.18 and 3 are pending. Grants received
have provided emergency equipment, programs for seniors, planning assistance, walking trails,
and police training and equipment.
On the economic development front, nineteen projects were completed during the year. This
includes new business openings and expansions, housing developments, and the new playground
at the Dr. Arthur and Dr. Martha Pappas Recreational Complex.
We thank the Board of Selectmen, department heads and employees, and our boards, committees
and commissions for their dedication and diligence throughout the year.

News from the Auburn Public Library
New Books
More than 100 print titles per month are added to our library. In addition,
many e-book and audio books are also continuously added as resources
for our patrons.
Stop in and browse
Place a hold from the Library catalog
Download an e-book
Magazine Subscriptions
Updated titles for all patron categories: parents, children, YA, and adults
More than 30 new titles have been added
Look for new titles to be available in March
Laptop Chargers
Available in February: Portable laptop ‘charging stations’
For in-library use
Available at the circulation desk with a valid library card and ID
Technology Walk-in Sessions| Beginning in February | Check Website for Details
Need assistance with technology but don’t have time for a class?
Join Library Associates on a weekly walk-in basis for individual asstance
with your basic technology questions
Learn how to download and use e-books and other technology resources

Collaborative Efforts
Students and Vocational Director of Bay Path Regional Vocational Technical High School,
Library Board of Trustees, Auburn Department of Public Works, and the Library.
Thanks to the combined efforts of multiple departments, the Oscar Carl Broman (1877-1961)
Inlaid Table, was reinforced and is now available to the public for viewing and for use in the
Library’s History Room. This beautiful table was donated to the APL by Mr. Broman’s daughter, Veva Broman Anderson .

This graphic represents the top of the table.
The intricately designed inlays were made from wood paneling remnants left over from Mr.
Broman’s projects as a carpenter. The ship at bottom right represents his life in Sweden.

Senior Center and Elder Affairs News
Free Income Tax Preparation for Low and Moderate Income Persons
This year the AARP Tax Aide Program will provide income tax assistance and preparation for low and
moderate income persons with special attention to those 60 and older at Lorraine Gleick Nordgren Senior
Center. Preparation is by appointment only. We will have appointments on Mondays during tax season
starting on February 8th from 9:00am-1:00pm. Call 508-832-7799 to schedule an appointment with a
volunteer tax assistor.

Fuel Assistance Programs
LIHEAP (Massachusetts’ Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program) Worcester Community
Action Council, Inc., Denholm Building, 484 Main Street, 2nd Floor, Worcester, MA 01608 Phone:
(508) 754-1176 http://www.wcac.net/fuel-assistance/ WCAC’s Fuel Assistance Program is designed to
provide relief to those households that are most vulnerable to high home heating costs. The LIHEAP
is intended to help defray the cost of heat during the winter months, November 1 – April 30 of each year.
Keeping Auburn Warm: This is a local non-profit group which provides a limited amount of fuel assistance to folks who quality. Applications are accepted after January 1, unless there is an emergency.
Send completed application to Keep Auburn Warm, PO Box 222, Auburn, MA 01501.
The Massachusetts Good Neighbor Energy Fund is available to any Massachusetts resident
who, because of temporary financial difficulty, cannot meet a month's energy expense and is not eligible
for state or federal energy assistance. Must be income eligible. For more information please call1-800334-3047. You may apply by directly contacting your local Salvation Army Service Center. If you do
not see a Service Center in your local area, please call 339-502-5900.
Mass Energy Consumers Alliance (Mass Energy), 284 Amory Street, Boston, MA 02130 Mass Energy Consumers Alliance (Mass Energy) is a non-profit organization that has been succeeding in making
energy more affordable and environmentally sustainable since 1982. The Discount Heating Oil Service provides our 14,000 members with savings of $100-300 per year on heating oil. The Emergency Oil
Bank is a charitable program that provides free heating oil deliveries to families faced with choosing
between heating and eating. General inquiries: info@massenergy.org Phone: 617-524-3950 or 1-800287-3950.
Citizen’s Energy
The Oil Heat
Program offers free heating oil to people in financial need who can't afford to pay their heating bills.
Each eligible household is allowed a one-time delivery per heating season of 100 gallons of home heating oil for free. You are eligible if you have a financial hardship and need help paying your heating bills.
There are no citizenship requirements. Applicants must call 1-877-JOE-4-OIL (1-877-563-4645) to
apply for the program. The application process takes four to five weeks as it is not an emergency assistance program.

Informational Session on the Town’s Municipal Aggregation Program
Do you have questions about the Town’s new Community Choice Aggregation Program (Municipal
Aggregation) and the new electricity rate available through Constellation Energy for Auburn residents?
Please join us for an informational “Q & A” session with Brian Murphy of Colonial Power Group. Colonial Power Group, Auburn’s municipal aggregation consultant, is assisting the town in the development and management of this program. Brian will discuss the program, how to opt-in if you are not already enrolled, and will answer your questions.
The Informational Session will be held on January 28, 2016 at 10:00 a.m. at the Lorraine Gleick
Nordgren Senior Center. For more information, contact Colonial Power Group at 508-485-5858.

A New Year, a New YOU!
Happy 2016! A New Year, a New YOU! The New Year is a perfect time of year to focus
on your health. We have a variety of exercise classes at the Auburn Senior Center to help you
with your New Year’s resolution. We will be offering our exercise classes FREE for one week
to encourage people to try something new. During the week of Monday, January 11th - Friday, January 15th try as many classes as you like for free! (There is not line dancing class during that week)
Muscle Building Class - Mondays from 1:00pm
Muscle Building is a seated class taught with tubing (bands) that incorporates stomach exercises, leg exercises and hand exercises. The class also includes balance cardio and a brief intro to
urine control. This class is both for the active and sedentary lifestyles and is taught by Charlene
Harper, Master Trainer, Course Writer & Health Educator. This is drop in class, you do not
need to pre-register, $3 per class. You do not need to attend every class.
Yoga - Tuesdays at 9:00am
You can start yoga practice at any age to improve overall health and wellbeing guided from an
experienced teacher to give appropriate modifications to adjust for physical changes throughout
our life. Senior Yoga is practiced with the use of a chair and incorporates breathing practices
(Pranayama), focus (Meditation) and movement (Asana). Ann Ramsey is a certified registered
yoga teacher of the E-RYT 500 level and has been teaching yoga to seniors for 10 years. $3 per
class.
Strength & Balance Workout - Thursdays at 10:00am
Strengthen & tone your upper and lower body while improving your mobility & balance with
these seated and standing exercises using a chair & light hand weights (if desired). Led by Ace
Certified Fitness Trainer Lin Hultgren. All levels are welcome! Beginner and modification
friendly. Make a positive difference in your health today! This is drop in class, you do not need
to pre-register, $3 per class.
Line Dancing - Wednesdays at 10:00am
Traditional line dancing; fox trot, waltz, rumba, and cha cha. Footwork is broken down for easy
learning and cued while dancing. Line dancing can be good cardiovascular exercise and help
improve coordination while having lots of fun. Taught by Helene Hanam. $3 per class.
Pedaling Exercise Class - Fridays at 10:00am
Auburn Visiting Nurses run this low impact pedaling class for arms and legs. Participants remain
seated while exercising upper and lower extremities. It is a cardiovascular workout even if you
have balance issues. You can make modifications in tension, distance and time. This class can
work to strengthen your arms, legs, neck, and shoulders and improve heart health.

Weekly Tech Clinic
Wednesdays at 11:00am at the Senior Center. Stop in any Wednesday between 11:00 & 12:00
and we’ll make your computer behave The Tech Clinic has gotten off to a great start. We've
had good discussions and answered lots of questions. The Clinic is your chance to ask anything at all about tech you use (or try to use) in your daily life. If you're having trouble with
email, or questions about that "new fangled" smartphone - bring it in and we will work with
you to solve the issue or just make it work better for you. Is your laptop running slower than
you think it should? Bring it in. I can run some simple diagnostics on it while you wait to see
what's going on.

Discover the Beauty of Stone Walls
Join Kevin Gardner, author or The Granite Kiss as he discusses the unique
beauty, history, functionality, myths, and craftsmanship of the thousands of
miles of New England’s stone walls.
Kevin will also demonstrate the art of stone wall building by building a
mini stone wall during his presentation!
Thursday, January 21st, 2016 6:00 – 7:30 pm Merriam Room, APL
Registration Required To Register: Submit from the APL website. Call the library at 508832-7790. Register at the circulation desk. Email jcollins@town.auburn.ma.us

Introducing APL’s first of many Family Programs
Telescope Donation and Program
Thanks to the generosity of the Auburn Rotary Club and the Aldrich Astronomical Society, Inc., the Auburn Public Library has
joined the Adopt-a-Library program for the Orion Starblast
Telescope!
The telescope can be borrowed by residents of Auburn 18 years
and older with a library account in good standing.
Attend an exciting presentation
Join experts from the Aldrich Astronomical Society for their upcoming presentation. Weather permitting, attendees can also use Backyard Astronomy with the 4.5
the telescope outside after the presentation! When: Thursday, inch Orion Starblast Telescope
February 11, 2016, 6:00 – 7:0 pm Where: Merriam Room,
APL / & outside. Registration required To Register: From the APL website. Call the library at 508-832-

Thank you to the Auburn Cultural Council!
On behalf of the residents of the Auburn community, we would like to express our sincere
appreciation to the Auburn Cultural Council, Auburn’s advocate to the Massachusetts
Cultural Organization, for their generosity in supporting grant requests.
Greg Maichack, a well-known artist who presented his workshop ‘The Scarlet Poppies: Pastel Paint like
Georgia O’Keefe!’
This program took place at the Library on December 10, 2015 to a large group of attendees who tried their
hand at painting poppies while learning more about Georgia O’Keefe. All attendees raved
about the program and would like a return visit!
Funded for 2016: Watch the Library web site for dates and details
Davis Farmland – family entrance pass
Plimoth Plantation – family entrance pass
Hands on Nature – Children’s in-library STEM program. Date TBD
Mad Science of Western New England – in-house STEM program for older children. Date TBD
Gig Salad / Character Enactment for Children – in-house
Character visit by a Frozen Character & one for a Superhero. Dates TBD
Thank you also to the FRIENDS of the Auburn Public Library, who agreed to sponsor a pass to the
Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum in Boston!
***Watch for an expansion of the Library Program for Museum and Cultural Passes!***
Suggestions or Requests? Email jcollins@town.auburn.ma.us | Call 508-832-7790 and ask for the Director

Sign up to receive electronic information from the Auburn Public Library by clicking
here or contact Library Director, at (508) 832-7790

Recreation and Culture Events
Third Annual Holiday Craft Fair
The Town of Auburn, Department
of Recreation and Culture sponsored
its third annual Holiday Craft Fair at
Auburn High School on December
12th. We were excited to have over
eighty vendors participated in the
Craft Fair offering everything from
handmade wooden items crafted by
local artisans to handmade jewelry
to original photography as well as
crocheted and macramé items. One
of the popular gifts to give this year
was wooden signs from the Auburn
Walsh family. We have so many
talented people in our community.
A number of the vendors are part time artisans who enjoy crafting to earn a little extra income
around the holidays. We also had a few area Authors selling their books as well.
Many local nonprofit organizations were also selling items to support their causes. The
Friends of Auburn Music Education (FAME) ran the concession stand; Boosters Club sold
Auburn attire, and the local Boy Scouts troop sold Auburnopoly. Others included the Autism
Awareness. Habitat for Humanity as well as Relay for Life was also there selling homemade
ornaments to support cancer research. We even had a flu clinic sponsored by the Auburn
Board of Health.

HOLIDAY LIGHTS CONTEST
List of Homes
6. Kim Ketron 57 South St
1. Manning Family 12 Reithel Street
7. Otterson family 155 Pakachoag Street
2. Steve Henry 13 Loring Street
8. Donna Acure 137 Bryn Mawr Ave
3. Henry Tessman 5 Lorna Drive
9. Michael Bourass 5 Thomas Street
4. Heather Paradis 2 Linda Ave
10. Gonyea Family 10 Coolidge Street
5. Mrzyglod Family291 Pakachoag St
11. Outerson Familly 23 Hoover Road
WINNERS
Through the eyes of a child
First place
12 Reithel Street
Second place
57 South St
Third place
5 Lorna Dr
Traditional
First Place
Tied for Second place
Tied for Second place

155 Pakachoag Street
291 Pakachoag St
10 Coolidge Street

Christmas set to music
First Place
5 Thomas Ave (Synchronized to Music)
Second Place 23 Hoover Road (A 20-Minute Animated Show)

Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony
The Town of Auburn’s fourth annual Tree Lighting Ceremony,
held on Friday evening, December 4th, drew the largest crowd yet!
More than 500 people attended the tree lighting which has become
a favorite community event in Auburn. Held annually on a Friday
night the week after Thanksgiving, the event celebrates family,
community, the holidays and of course, Santa! The majestic pine
tree located next to Fire Department Headquarters provides the
perfect setting for this special event, which featured live music by
the Auburn School Marching Band and a sing-a-long with the
Auburn Girl Scouts and students from the Pakachoag Music
School.
Delicious cookies prepared by the Bay Path Regional Vocational
Technical High School culinary arts students were served inside
the Fire Station while coffee and cocoa warmed attendees. Volunteers from DPW, the Health Department and the Fire Department
served the refreshments. This year’s weather was unseasonably
warm and dry, enabling all who attended to mingle with friends,
family and neighbors while joining together to celebrate the
Christmas season with a countdown to the tree lighting, led by
none other than Jolly Old Saint Nick himself.
The Auburn School marching band played Christmas carols while over 80 Auburn Girl Scouts sang
along. Reverend Dennis Knight, pastor at Pakachoag Church, gave the invocation followed by brief welcoming remarks from State Senator Michael Moore, State Representative Paul Frost, Chairman of the
Board of Selectmen Ken Holstrom, Chairman of the School Committee George Scobie, and Town Manager Julie Jacobson.
Santa Claus arrived by fire engine to the delight of everyone and led the crowd in the countdown to the
tree lighting. More than 100 children visited with Santa to share their Christmas wishes.
We want to extend a warm thank you to Stearns Electric for their time, labor and support of the Town and
for making our tree look so beautiful! We also thank Recreation and Culture Director Kristen Pappas,
DPW Director Bill Coyle, Department of Development and Inspectional Services Director Darlene
Coyle, and the entire DPW department for all the work they did to prepare for the event. Thanks also to
DPW’s Joanne Donohue and her daughter, Keri, Assistant DPW Director Jeff Mitchell, Parks- Recreation
-Cemetery Superintendent Wayne Bloomquist, and PRC Committee member Jeffrey Bylund for volunteering their time to help serve food and drinks. Thanks to Fire Chief Stephen Coleman and the entire
fire department for hosting the event. And a special thank you to firefighter Gary Almstrom for his annual
Santa appearance, accompanied by his “elf”, Kayla, who thrilled the children and entertained all with the
magic of the season.
We thank all who attended this special event which has become a wonderful Auburn tradition.

Question or comments? Contact us at townmgr@town.auburn.ma.us or call (508) 832-7720.
To subscribe to the quarterly municipal newsletter, The Auburn Account, visit our website to submit an electronic sign-up form or click here. Our next edition will be released in April 2016.

