TOWN OF AUBURN QUARTERLY MUNICIPAL NEWSLETTER

Local Government At Work

The Auburn Account
CodeRED® Emergency Communication System
The Town of Auburn recently signed a contract with Emergency Communications Network, providers of the CodeRED® high-speed notification solution and the CodeRED® Weather Warning service. This
will provide the Town with an emergency notification service, a high
speed, web-based, reverse 911-type system that will allow local government officials, including public safety and emergency management
personnel, to notify the public in the event of an emergency and provide valuable information to citizens and businesses. The CodeRED®
system provides Auburn officials the ability to quickly deliver messages to targeted geographic areas, specific groups, or the entire town.
In addition to the CodeRED® service, residents and businesses can
also sign up for the optional CodeRED® Weather Warning service,
an automatic severe weather notification service, to alert citizens in the
path of severe thunderstorms, flash floods and tornados. CodeRED®
Weather Warning is an opt-in only weather warning product that taps
into the National Weather Service’s Storm Based Warnings.
CodeRED® Weather Warning automatically alerts affected citizens in
the path of severe weather just moments after a warning has been issued.
The system will also enable the Town to issue limited non-emergency
messages to those recipients who opt to receive general community
messages. This opt in can be found on the enrollment page.
CodeRED® will enable authorized officials of the Town of Auburn to
record, send and track voice, email and text messages to thousands of
citizens within minutes. The system will be used to notify citizens and
the community about emergency situations, plans and/or actions to
take during emergency events such as tornadoes, large
fires, HAZMAT events, gas leaks, and so forth. It will also enable the
Town to warn citizens and businesses of emergency public safety issues and criminal activity.
Continued on page2

Sign up today to receive electronic communications and updates on a
variety of issues, including The Auburn Account, emergency and
road work updates from the Town of Auburn. Visit our web site at
www.auburnguide.com or click here to sign up now!
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Auburn Town Hall
104 Central Street
Auburn, MA 01501
Important Contact Information
(508) 832Town Manager
7720
Board of Selectmen 7720
Building Inspector
7719
Clerk
7701
Fire
7800
Health
7703
Library
7790
Planning
7704
Police
7777
Public Works
7814
Senior Center
7799
Treasurer/Collector 7705
Veterans
7706
Hours of Operation
Town Hall:
Monday
8:00AM-7:00PM
T, W, Th
8:00AM-4:00PM
Friday
8:00AM-1:00PM
Senior Center:
Mon & Fri 8:00AM-3:00PM
T, W, Th
8:00AM-4:00PM
Library:
Mon—Thurs 9:30AM-8:30PM
Fri
9:30AM-5:30PM
Sat
9:00AM-1:00PM

In this issue….Public Safety Updates, CodeRED, Winter Parking Ban, Boston Post Cane Award, Business Updates, Pappas Complex update, Election Schedule and much more...

Emergency Management News...
CodeRED Emergency Notification System (continued from page 1)
The system allows message recipients to easily identify calls coming through the systems. Message
recipient’s Caller ID will read “Emergency Communications Network” or “866-419-5000” for
CodeRED® calls. For CodeRED® Weather Warning calls, either “Emergency Communications Network” or the number “800-566-9780” will appear on Caller ID displays. Residents can simply dial the
number displayed on their Caller ID to hear the last message delivered.
While a basic database has been established for the Town in the CodeRED® system, it will not include alternate phone numbers, cell phones, email addresses, or relatives’ numbers, and may not include all residents’ or businesses’ land lines. It is recommended that all businesses register, as well as
all individuals who have unlisted phone numbers, who have changed their phone number or address
within the past year, and those who use a cellular phone or VoIP phone as their primary number. It is
also recommended to include a family member who lives at another address or a work number as an
alternate contact number.
Residents and businesses located in Auburn must register to receive these notifications by going to the
Town of Auburn website at www.auburnguide.com and click the link on the main page to the
"CodeRED® Community Notification Enrollment" page. At sign-up, you may select which types of
warnings you would like to receive. There is no charge to you for this service. Those without Internet
access may call the Town Manager’s Office, 508-832-7720, Monday through Thursday, (8AM-4PM)
and Friday’s (8AM-1PM) to supply their information over the phone.
Purchase of this service was made possible through grant funding from the Massachusetts Emergency
Management Agency and the Local Cable Committee.
CodeRED® is a critical component of our emergency management planning efforts. We strongly encourage all residents and local businesses to sign up for this vital service.

Town Awarded Emergency Management Performance Grant
The Town of Auburn was awarded a grant in the amount of $3,700 in a competitive funding round
under the FFY 2009 Emergency Management Performance Grant ‘Supplemental’ Application for
Grant Funding (AGF). The grant application was to fund the purchase of portable field laptop to facilitate emergency communications, enhance the Emergency Operations Center (EOC) coordination with
the Fire Department, and provide access to critical web-based data and systems while in the field or on
the site of an emergency incident.
Through a recent analysis of the Town of Auburn’s emergency management capacity, the Town identified the need for a field laptop for the Fire Department as one of its priorities. The field laptop is needed as it will provide critical emergency communication links between fire department vehicles deployed or responding to an incident with real-time access to web-based emergency management data,
systems, information and plans. The field laptop will have several critical emergency management
applications, including the ability of the fire department to access the web while in the field to map and
launch critical messages through the Town’s new CodeRED emergency alert system; to provide access
to pre-fire plan data; to provide field access to our AmbuPro patient care software; to enable field access to BeSafe school emergency program; and to provide field access to other web-based emergency
management tools such as Web EOC.
The Town administration will continue to focus its efforts on enhancing its emergency management
plans and strengthening its emergency management capacity.

News from the Town Clerk...
BOSTON POST CANE PRESENTATION
Alexander Pisinski is the newest recipient of the Boston Post Cane. Mr. Pisinski
was determined to be the oldest long time resident of Auburn who met the following criteria: 1) listed on the census 2) registered to vote and 3) resided in the
Town of Auburn for more than 10 years. He was therefore eligible to receive the
Boston Post Cane Award.
A ceremony was held on November 2nd at the Life Care Center, 14 Masonic
Circle, Auburn. Ellen Gaboury, Town Clerk presented Mr. Pisinski with a certificate and a duplicate of the original Boston Post Cane. Doreen Goodrich, Selectboard Chair, and Robert Grossman, Vice Chair presented him with citations from
the Town and the State Senate and House of Representatives. Ken Ethier, local
historian, arranged to have the original Boston Post Cane available for pictures.
The original cane is on permanent display at the Auburn Historical Museum.

John E. & Ethel E. Riley Outstanding Citizenship Award
The 2011 recipients of the John E. & Ethel E. Riley Outstanding Citizenship Award are Rev. Robert F. &
Leona F. Fenby. The award was presented by Martha Pappas, daughter of John and Ethel Riley, at the Thanksgiving Eve Ecumenical Service. The John E. & Ethel E. Riley Outstanding Citizenship Award Committee
selected the Fenbys for the contributions they have made over the years to the children and adults in the Auburn community.
The John E. & Ethel E. Riley Outstanding Citizenship Award was created in 1976 to honor the Riley’s for
their contribution to serving and making life for Auburn Citizens better. John served as the Town Clerk from
1922 to 1952 and Ethel served as an Assistant for many years. The committee consists of the Town Clerk,
Chair of the Selectmen, a Town Meeting Member chosen by the Moderator, an educator named by the School
Committee, High School Senior class officers, the President of the Auburn Ecumenical Cluster, a News media
person covering news in Auburn and a Citizen of Auburn named by the Selectmen, Master of the Masonic
Lodge, Grand Knight of the Auburn K of C, Auburn/Webster Lodge of Elks and Commander of Chester P.
Tuttle Post American Legion.

2012 CENSUS
Town of Auburn Annual Census forms will be mailed the first week in January. Please make any
changes necessary, sign and return to the Clerk’s Office. Any voter who does not return their census
will be made inactive. Inactive voters will be required to produce a picture ID at the polls in order to
vote in any election after being made inactive.

DOG LICENSES
On the back of the census form there is a dog license registration form. If you want to license your dog
for 2012 by mail, please fill out the form and include a check for $15.00 with the return of the census.
Please contact the office at 508-832-7701 if you are unsure if your dog has valid rabies on file. Dog
Licenses may be paid for online at www.auburnguide.com. Click on the Town Clerk’s page for additional license information and the online link.

ELECTION SCHEDULE
February 15, 2012
March 6, 2012
April 25, 2012
May 1, 2012
May 15, 2012

Last day to register to vote or change party for the Presidential Primary
Presidential Primary Polls open 7:00 am to 8:00 pm
Last day to register to vote or change party for the Annual Town Election
Annual Town Meeting.7:00 pm
Annual Town Election. Polls open 8:00 am to 8:00 pm

Veterans Services

Larry Corbin, Director of Veterans Services

8:30 - 5:00 M-F by telephone only 508-832-7706 or 508-478-4300

Nightly & Weekends by appointment only 508-981-6197

In November 2011, Lt Governor Timothy Murray announced that Registry of Motor Vehicles (RMV)
will be offering Massachusetts veterans the option to have the word “Veteran” appear on their drivers
license or ID card starting sometime in Jan 2012. Massachusetts joins a series of states offering this
designation including North Dakota, Utah and Georgia. The “Veteran” designation is designed to
increase awareness about available resources and benefits. The feature will provide valuable information to first responders and will help the Department of Veterans Services notify veterans of benefits they may be eligible to receive. There is no additional cost for the designation and it must be done
during an individual’s license renewal process. Standard license renewal fees apply.
The standard proof of veterans status will apply when renewing in the form of a DD-214 or Certificate
of Discharge. While you are renewing your license, consider ordering these new veterans license
plates. Bring the registration you currently have along with the DD214 Certificate and GET YOUR
VET PLATES!!! Some may be free, however a fee applies to most. All fees help the Massachusetts
Soldiers Home support their programs for our veterans. You can also get your branch of service insignia put on the plate at no cost when you order. Simply ask the Registry staff for assistance. If you
need a copy of your discharge, contact Larry Corbin, Auburn’s Director of Veterans Services, for
assistance. Larry may have it on file in War Records in Milford if you entered the military while a
resident of Massachusetts. If not, then it’s a simple application process online to apply for it.

PUBLIC SAFETY NEWS
Fire Department Hosts Fire Prevention Open House
The Auburn Fire Department held its annual fire prevention open house on Saturday October 15th. Fire Prevention
Week in 2011was October 9th -15th. Members of the Auburn Fire Department spent the week in the schools teaching children the importance of fire safety in the home and
important skills including stop, drop and roll, and how to
plan an escape route from their home.
The open house drew over 1,000 people to fire headquarters on Auburn St. Children and adults participated in various activities including a tour of the Fire
Districts smoke house, learned the proper use of a fire extinguisher, and other equipment demonstrations. The open house is sponsored through a state grant for fire education. In addition, both Papa
Gino’s Pizza and the Auburn Permanent Firefighters Local 4157 donate the food and refreshments for
the event each year. Captain Glenn Johnson heads the department’s fire prevention programs.

Open Air Burning Permits
The Town of Auburn's open air burning season is from January 15th to May 1st annually. Permits must
be obtained at Fire Headquarters, 47 Auburn Street, between normal business hours, 8 am - 4 pm, 7
days a week. The fee for the permit is $10.00 and is valid for 2 days between the hours of 10:00 am and
4:00 pm. A list of the rules and regulations for burning will be handed out when you obtain the permit.
The Fire Chief does have the right to not allow burning on a particular day or to end the burning season
early depending on weather conditions. For more information related to the open air burning season,
please contact the fire department at 508-832-7800 or visit their website at www.auburnmassfire.org
and click on the burn season link.

Antique Fire Extinguisher
An antique fire extinguisher owned by the Auburn Fire Department
has been placed on loan to the Huguenot Steamer No. 1 Fire Museum
operated by the Oxford Firefighters Association. This 40 gallon soda /
acid fire extinguisher was one of 35 other hand held soda/acid extinguishers that were bought by the town in 1912. This extinguisher was
centrally located in the town and was pulled to fires by hand. The extinguisher carried approximately 30 feet of hose, a nozzle and on arrival at a fire the cap would be removed and a canister of soda ash was
added to the acid. The cap was then replaced and as the acid and soda
mixed it would build pressure inside the tank.
There was no record of the actual use of the extinguisher until the
early 1920’s that noted Chief Ralph White housed it in his barn. On an alarm of fire, he would
tow it to fires behind his car. It was utilized until 1924 when the town purchased a motorized
Maxim pumping engine. The extinguisher that is on display was rescued from the rear of a barn
on Bancroft Street in Auburn by Chief John Boudreau and he restored it in the 1970’s. The extinguisher was used in several parades including the 60th Anniversary of the Auburn Fire Department in 1982.
Over the past two decades the extinguisher has been stored at the West Street fire station. It is on
loan to the Huguenot Steamer Fire Museum, located at 655 Main St. North Oxford. To learn
more about the Huguenot Steamer No. 1 Fire Museum and their hours of operation visit their
website at www.huguenotsteamer.com

Poster Contest Winners Honored at Fire Headquarters
Twelve local school children were recognized by the Fire Department for their contributions to this year’s annual fire prevention
poster contest.
As part of fire prevention week each year there is a theme around
which the education is built. Each year, school children grades one
through five submit a poster into the contest that best illustrates the
theme. This year’s poster theme was “Protect Your Family from
Fire”. Several hundred posters were submitted this year.
The winners from each of the four schools were awarded a certificate of recognition and a t-shirt, with the first and second place winners taking home new bicycles. Congratulations to this year’s contest winners from each grade and school listed below:
1st Place Overall
Menexia Hatzopoulos - Pakachaog

2nd Place Overall
Connor Halloran – Julia Bancroft

Mary D. Stone
1st grade Nick O’Toole
2nd grade Katerina Bonos

Bryn Mawr
1st grade Eliot Josti
2nd grade Caroline Messina

Julia Bancroft
3rd grade Tracy Le
4th grade Lizzie Johnson
5th grade Olivia Curnen

Pakachoag
3rd grade Miranda Courteau
4th grade Liberty Kibbitt
5th grade Max Engel

Firefighters/EMTs Deliver Baby
Auburn firefighters recently delivered a baby in an Auburn home following a 911 call on a
November evening from an expectant father stating that his wife was in labor. Firefighters
quickly arrived on the scene and four minutes later Auburn had its newest resident. Firefighter/Paramedic Teresa DiDonato along with Captain Greg Morin and Firefighter/EMT’s
James Conway and Brian Prunier assisted with the birth. Fire Chief Stephen M. Coleman Jr.
says field births are not common in the course of a firefighter’s
career. In this case, it was the first for Captain Morin and Firefighters Conway and Prunier. For Firefighter/Paramedic DiDonato
on other hand, this was number five.
Mother and baby are doing fine.

Citizens Fire Academy Graduates First Class
The Auburn Fire Department
graduated its first ever Citizens
Fire Academy (CFA) on November 10, 2011.
Designed for adults to learn
more about how the fire department is organized and operates,
the CFA was designed to better
inform the residents of Auburn
as to the purpose and inner
workings of the Auburn Fire/
Rescue Department. Chief Stephen M. Coleman Jr. had a goal to allow residents the opportunity to discover what diverse
services the fire department offers our community. The CFA provided an interactive forum
for both the Fire Department and the citizens to share information including live demonstrations.
The academy is open to persons 18 or older who live in the Town of Auburn. Twelve people
attended and graduated from the first class: Jean O’Dowd, Lou Aponte, Chris Newcomb,
Glenn Hanna, Paul Poirier, Elaine Cibelli, Tony Pellegrino, Logan Fairbanks, John Campbell, Joe Shenette, Kristopher Mastromatteo and Dan Largesse.
To learn more about the CFA or to download an application for our next class, visit the fire
departments website at www.auburnmassfire.org and click on the Citizens Fire Academy
link at the top of the page.

Adopt a Fire Hydrant
Adopt a fire hydrant near your property and keep snow shoveled away from it
during the winter season. This will ensure hydrants are visible and will greatly speed the response time in case of an emergency. For info on adopting a
hydrant, visit the fire department website at www.auburnmassfire.org and
click on the “Adopt a Hydrant” link at the top of the page.

Newly Certified Crime Prevention Officer
The police department would like to take this opportunity to introduce our newly certified crime prevention officer and highlight some of
the services and programs that will be offered. These programs and services are available to residents, businesses, and community organizations
alike at no cost.
Officer Bryan Porcaro, a member of the department since May of 2008,
was recently certified as a crime prevention officer. As such, he is now
looking to make use of his training and experience. Some of the services
and programs he is anticipating include, but are not limited to, the following:
Residential and Commercial Security Surveys: These involve Officer Porcaro making a site visit to
evaluate the overall security of a home or business. After assessment, a written report will be provided. The report will outline deficiencies noted during the assessment and provide recommendations for
improvement to help safeguard against breaking and entering and robberies.
Child Identification Program: These will be held at a predetermined site on a selected date and involve parents/guardians attending with their children. Children are finger printed and photographed
and this, along with other pertinent information regarding the child is recorded on a provided card for
later use should an emergency situation occur.
Speaking Engagements: Officer Porcaro is available to speak on a host of topics. These include but
are not limited to; automobile theft prevention, identity fraud, cyber stalking, house break prevention
tips, how to use the emergency 911 system for children, and how to avoid becoming a victim of a
scam.
The information provided herein is offered to bring public awareness to this newly offered service.
There are a host of programs Officer Porcaro is working to implement. If you would like additional
information, please call or e-mail Officer Porcaro. He may be reached through the department’s business line at 508.832.7777 or e-mail at brian.porcaro@auburnmasspolice.org.

Hats Off and Thumbs Up To Our Donors!
The Town of Auburn would like to thank the following individuals for their commitment to the
community through their generous contributions in a variety of ways, including financial donations and donations of goods and services:
Amir Adelinia
Dunkin Donutes
Fran Bujnowski
J.M. Currie
Kollios Committee
Masterman’s
Papa Gino’s
Red Hat “Honies”
Vietnam Veterans of American, Inc. Chapter 554

Auburn Democratic Town Committee
Firefighters Local 4157
Girl Scouts Cadet #11040
Joseph Hamel
Mark Mahlert
McDonald’s
Park n’Shop
Sterling-Lancaster Community TV

Thank you for contributing to the Auburn community!

On the Road….
Chapter 90 and Roadway Reconstruction Program
With winter quickly approaching, the construction season will soon be coming to a close. With this
in mind, J.H. Lynch & Sons has been working diligently throughout the town to finish up the numerous roads that have been resurfaced earlier in the season. This finish work includes placement
of curb, loam and seed, and driveway aprons. The roads program has come a long way this season
with a total of over 6 miles of roads that has been reconstructed by the Town and 1.3 miles by Mass
DOT. These include portions of Barnes St, Boyce Street, Carriage Drive, Leicester Street, Oxford
Street North, Oxford Street South, Prospect Street, Regis Drive, Ridgewood Road, Southold Road,
Vinal Street, Central Street, Pakachoag Street, Auburn Street, Millbury Street, Swanson Road, Vine
Street, and Water Street.
The remaining work on these roads, including placement of top course on Leicester Street and
Southold Road as well as resurfacing the portion of Pakachoag
Street between Goddard Drive
and the Pakachoag Church, will
resume in the spring.

Parks, Recreation and Cemetery Division
New Dugout at Lemansky Park
The Town of Auburn and its Parks, Recreation and Cemetery Division are very happy to
announce that the baseball dugout at Lemansky Park, which was destroyed during Tropical
Storm Irene, has been rebuilt.
Amir Adelinia from Troop 121 is working towards earning the rank of Eagle Scout. He
wanted to do something to help the Town as part of his Eagle Scout project. Amir chose to
construct a new dugout to replace the one destroyed during Tropical Storm Irene. This was
a major undertaking that involved extensive planning, coordination, fundraising and permitting in addition to the actual design and construction of the dugout. Amir sought and received approvals from the Board of Selectmen, Mohegan Council and other local departments.
The project is now complete. The Town of Auburn is grateful to Amir and congratulates
him on this tremendous project. Thank you, Amir!

BEFORE

AFTER

Freak Snow Storm
A major snowstorm blanketed New England and dumped
10 inches of snow on Auburn on October 28th and 29th.
The Town activated its Emergency Operations Center and
all departments, including police, fire, emergency management, public health, and public works, worked collaboratively to address public safety and public works demands.
A State of Emergency was declared which will enable the
Town to seek reimbursement from MEMA and FEMA if
funds become available.
Thousands of NGrid customers in Auburn were without
power, which was not completely restored until six days
after the storm.
The Department of Public Works worked diligently to
plow and maintain the roadways both during and after the
storm. This was complicated by fallen trees and limbs
blocking the streets, making it a difficult task. Hanging
electric, telephone and
cable wires and downed and broken utility poles posed strong
challenges to the DPW, police and fire. Often, DPW had to
wait for the utility companies to complete their work before
our clean-up efforts could continue. Several weeks later,
DPW was still clearing brush and fallen debris. DPW employees and Professional Tree will continue working to remove broken limbs and trees until all the work is complete.
The shelter was opened at the High School and operated by
CERT for three days to assist those residents in need. The
Department of Development and Inspectional Services
assisted with the shelter opening and several town employees volunteered to staff the shelter in conjunction with
CERT. McDonalds and Dunkin Donuts generously donated food to shelter occupants.
Town officials participated in daily conference calls with
NGrid and MEMA officials as the municipalities across the
state worked to recoup from the storm’s devastating impacts for nearly an entire week. Town officials communicated directly with NGrid representatives several times a
day throughout the week to try to facilitate power restoration. Every effort was made to keep residents and businesses informed through Reverse 911 calls, radio, media,
and the Town’s web site. Trick or Treat was postponed
until November 4th to ensure the safety of the children and parents.
It was a Halloween to remember...

Dr. Arthur and Dr. Martha Pappas Recreation Complex
Construction Update
It has been a busy construction
season at the Dr. Arthur and Dr.
Martha Pappas Recreation Complex.
As the season comes to a close,
the transformation of the area is
evident. The grass little league
field (one of the five fields to be
constructed at the complex) has
been sodded and gives us a glimpse of what the entire site will look like once finished. The
two synthetic ball fields (little league and soccer) have been stabilized, lined with stone, and
ready for synthetic turf to be
placed in the spring.
The first course of pavement
(binder) has been placed on a
portion of the access drives,
parking lots, and sidewalks,
and the contractor is currently installing bituminous curb
at the newly paved areas.
In addition, the construction of the two buildings (the concession stand and the performance
pavilion) is underway. The framework has been completed and the contractor is in the process of installing the exterior walls and roofs.

Winter Parking Ban
Please be advised that the Town’s Winter Parking Ban will be in effect from November 1st
to March 31st between the hours of 1:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m.. During this period, there is no
parking allowed on streets during snow storms and during snow removal periods.

Employee Spotlight
We welcome Jim Beauregard, who was injured in a wood chipper accident, back to work at DPW. At the November 28th Board of Selectmen’s
meeting, the Board awarded citations to Mr. Beauregard for his quick
thinking and reaction during the incident and Mr. Steve Duff for his heroic
actions in saving Mr. Beauregard’s life. The Board of Selectmen also provided citations to
the first responders - Auburn Firefighter paramedics Christopher S. Pierce and Mark R.
Johnson and Firefighter-intermediate Francis X. Hartnett, for their prompt
response and critical medical attention. We are grateful to all involved in
this incident and we are very pleased to have Jim back at DPW!

Firefighter/Paramedic Troy Arcouette Graduates from
State Firefighting Academy
Firefighter/Paramedic Troy Arcouette graduated from the 193 rd class of the Massachusetts
Firefighting Academy on December 23, 2011. Students received classroom training in all
basic firefighter skills. To graduate, students must demonstrate proficiency in life safety,
search and rescue, ladder operations, water supply, pump operations and fire attack. Upon
successful completion of the recruit training program, students have met national standards
of National Fire Protection Association 1001 and are certified to the level of Firefighter I
and II, and Hazardous Materials First Responder Operational Level by the Massachusetts
Fire Training Council.
All full-time Auburn firefighters are required to graduate from the Massachusetts Firefighting Academy. Today’s firefighters do far more than fight fires. They are the first ones
called to respond to chemical and environmental emergencies raging from the suspected
presence of carbon monoxide to a gas leak. They may be called to assist someone who has
fallen through the ice or is drowning, or is stuck in an elevator, or trapped in a motor vehicle accident. Thus, it is critical to ensure that appropriately trained personnel are available
to respond under all types of conditions.

Senior Center and Elder Affairs News
Council on Aging Monthly Newsletter
The Auburn Council on Aging has a monthly newsletter? Sign
up to receive it electronically by clicking here or contact Christina Silpe, Executive Director of Elder Affairs, at (508) 832-7799
to receive the newsletter and other information on programs and
events at the Lorraine Gleick Nordgren Senior Center.

House Numbers available through your Senior Center
Is your home equipped with adequate house numbers so Police, Fire and Ambulance can
find you quickly in the event of an emergency? If not, the Senior Center can help!
Mass General Law chapter 148 section 59, as well as the General By-Laws of the Town of
Auburn, chapter X, section 15 requires that house numbers be attached to every residential
and commercial building. Residential numbers must be at least 4 inches or more in height
and contrast sharply with the background. Many homes in the community have house
numbers that are considerably smaller or in some cases are altogether missing.
Auburn is part of a Community Triad program formed by the Auburn Police Department,
the Worcester County Sheriff's Department and the Auburn Council on Aging. An integral part of this affiliation is the Triad House numbering program, designed to assist all
emergency personnel in identifying residences that do not have a numbered address on
their homes. The Community Service Department along with inmates from the Worcester
County Sheriff's Office will create custom wooden signage with numbers. Residents will
have two styles of wooden signs to choose from. These signs meet the requirements of 4”
or over and arrangements have been made with a local Boy Scout Troop to install these
house numbers if you are not able to do so. Applications are available at the Lorraine
Gleick Nordgren Senior Center. Stop by the center at 4 Goddard Drive or call 508-8327799.

Manicure Mania
Eighteen cosmetology students from Baypath Regional
Vocational Technical High School came to the Auburn
Senior Center to give manicures to more than 60 senior
citizens just before Christmas. This event was part of
the school training, giving students an opportunity to
work with clients outside of the school setting, Needless
to say, all of the participating seniors were very grateful
for the opportunity to add a little glamour to the holiday.

Lorraine Gleick Nordgren Community Service Award Winners
Ann Brooks and George Fournier
were awarded the Lorraine Gleick
Nordgren Community Service
Award at the Senior Center on
Monday, December 19th. Both
recipients also received citations
from Senator Michael Moore and
Representative Paul Frost. This
award is presented annually by the
Auburn Council on Aging to a local
volunteer who works in multiple
ways to improve our community.
Pictured left to right: Wayne Page, Chairman of the Auburn
Council on Aging, Senator Michael Moore, Ann Brooks, George
Fournier, Pat Bukoski, President of the Friends of the Auburn
Senior Center Association and Representative Paul Frost.

Knit ‘N’ Stitch Receives Plaque
On Wednesday, December 14th, Lillian Halpin, past State
Commander of the DAV Auxiliary presented a plaque from
VA Boston Healthcare System to the Knit ‘n Stitch group at
the Lorraine Gleick Nordgren Senior Center. This group
began 10 years ago with 5 members and has grown to over
20 women who knit and crochet for various charitable organizations. In addition to those pictured, there are also several women who knit in their
homes making afghans and lap robes for hospitalized veterans.

Learn Computer Skills and Take a Ride on
the Information Highway
Learn how to access information on
the internet, download the Town of
Auburn Newsletter, The Auburn Account , as well as the Senior Center
Newsletter, the Flagtown Flyer and
receive notification of road closings,
health alerts and other important
town events. Call Stan at the Senior
Center (508-832-7799) to set up a time for individual
classes at the center. Computer not required.

Fuel Assistance
Help with filing for fuel assistance
from several different sources is available at the Lorraine Gleick Nordgren
Senior Center. Even if you have not
qualified for help from the Worcester
Community Action Council LIHEAP
Program does not mean that you won’t
qualify for assistance from another
agency. Stop by the center at 4 Goddard Drive, or call 508-832-7799 and a
member of the senior center staff will
assist you.

Billing, Exemptions, and Discounts...
Updates from the Assessor and Treasurer/Collector
The Assessor’s office is now accepting exemption applications for the FY 2012 tax billing.
If you are a senior over 68, a surviving spouse or minor child, legally blind, or a veteran
with a war related disability you may qualify for an exemption from a portion of your taxes
for the upcoming year.
We are also accepting application for the small commercial exemption that was voted at
the classification hearing on November 14. To qualify, your property must be used for
commercial purposes, have 10 or less employees, and be valued at less than 1,000,000.
For additional information or applications for any of these exemption programs please call
the Assessors’ Office at 508-832-7708.
Business-Personal Property forms of lists will be due in the Assessors Office on March 1st
of 2012 for the FY 2013 Assessment year. If you are a individual, partnership, association,
trust, corporation, Limited Liability Company or other legal entity that own or hold taxable
personal property in the town of Auburn you are required to file a return annually.

PLEASE BE ADVISED:
As of January 1, 2012 the Treasurer/Collector’s office will no longer
accept payment for delinquent Motor Vehicle Excise bills that have
been assigned to the Deputy Collector (Kelley & Ryan Associates)
for collections.
To make payments, please call 1-800-239-2155 or go to Kelleyryan.com.

Trash Billing Schedule
Reminder…….Trash Billing Schedule
Beginning in April, the Town began invoicing customers of Central Mass Disposal
on a semi-annual basis. In 2012, billing will be in February and July. In 2013 and
thereafter, billing will be in January and July.

Important Upcoming Dates
Town Meeting
Real Estate Tax Bills due
Trash Bills due

May 1st 7:00 PM
February 1st
March 1st

Auburn Cultural Council Awards Grants
The Auburn Cultural Council has completed the review of applications for consideration to
receive $4,096 provided by the MA Cultural Council for the benefit of enhancing the Arts,
Sciences and Culture of Auburn residents.
The following recipients were successful and will be providing various programs funded in
part or fully by the ACC grants.
Amanda Halsdorff, Visual Arts Teacher at Auburn High will bring in a visiting artisan of ceramics to teach students in grades 9-12 during the 2nd and 3rd trimesters
about the the art & business practices of a professional artist.
The Auburn Women’s Club will sponsor a one-woman historical theater event on
Apr. 25, 2012. “They Call Me Lizzie” the true life story of Elizabeth Keckley, the
handmaiden of Mary Todd Lincoln during her years in the White House.
Gregory Maichack, an award winning pastelist, will provide a workshop entitled,
“Que Sera, Seurat, How to Pastel Paint Optically with Color!” Materials will be
provided for participants who attend at the library on Apr. 25, 2012. Sign-ups are
required.
Melissa Dupuis, 6th Grade Teacher at Auburn Middle School has arranged for “The
Sky Connection: Science and Cultural enrichment in a traveling Edutarium” for all
6th graders to attend.
Christina Silpe, Director of the Senior Center & Elder Affairs Division, was awarded monies for The Blackstone Valley Bluegrass Band to perform during the
Summer Festival 2012. The festival is open to persons of any age and will be held
July 30th at the Gazebo in conjunction with a low-cost bar-b-que provided by the
Friends of the Auburn Senior Center.
Auburn Dept. of Recreation and Culture will be able to provide entertainment at
the Pakachoag Church Great Hall for the children during Feb. school vacation.
This year the award goes to fund The Tanglewood Marionettes performance of
“Cinderella”.
Gayla Bieksha, Art Specialist at Julia Bancroft School has succeeded in funding
“Action Jackson” for all 300+ students. Providing the reproductive art work of
Jackson Pollack through a traveling exhibit, the students will be given a hands-on
experience of mural painting in Pollack’s style. That will be displayed in town.
Pakachoag Music School will provide 10 limited-income senior citizens with free tickets to
the music school’s Spring Event held March 24th. ACC will fund the tickets.
The Auburn Youth and Family Services, Inc. will receive funding to take a select group of
children to a Hanover Theater performance to enhance their experiences in the Arts.
Ed the Wizard will be presenting, “Reading is Magic” a 45 minute interactive magic
show with the emphasis on the value and importance of reading. Watch library notices for the date and time!
In addition to the above funded programs, the Auburn Cultural Council sponsors a pass to
the Higgins Armory Museum for a family of four. Sign-ups are at the main desk of the
Library.
The 3rd Annual “Art for the Arts” Show and Sale will be held April 28, 2012 at the
Pakachoag Church Great Hall. Applications for entrants in the fields of painting,
pastels, pencil drawings, mixed media, photography and sculptures will be announced in February.
The following townspersons serve on the council as the representatives of the MA Cultural
Council: Ginger Pellicano, Chairperson, Anne Berberian, Treasurer, Diane Auger, Secretary, Roberta Stencil, Publicity, Marilyn Kulesa, Art Show Chairperson, Ellen Gaboury,
Kathy Papineau, Betty Kelley, Eleena Rioux-Olson, and Colleen Bregman.

News from the Auburn Public Library
Upcoming Events
Chess Club for Kids is back at the Auburn Public Library! Every Monday from 7-8 pm starting January 2nd through March 26th. All ages and levels of experience, including beginners,
are welcome. Chess Club is FREE! Chess Club is run by Jadranka Grek a Chess Master and
Certified US Chess Coach please contact the library for more information.
Don’t know what to do after school? Have you been hanging with your friends out in the cold?
Wish there was something to do? Then the Auburn Public Library has solved your problem if you’re
between the ages of 10 & 18. Welcome to Techie Teen Afternoon on Mondays and Wednesdays from
3-5. It’s a chance for you to hang with your friends, play games on our library Wii, watch a movie or
explore some of the library’s new technology – like e-pads, kindles, nooks, flip phones, mp3s and so
much more. Get out of the cold and join the fun.
Open Story Time: Thursdays @ 4:30 No registration required. Please drop in. Open to all ages.
Special Story Time Event: The Ice Cream Challenge with special treat presented by Jeanelle Wheeler
February 21@ 11:30
Craft Time: Friday, January 13 @ 11:00. All ages welcome, space is limited. Registration
required. Please call to register.
Pajama Night: January 17, February 21, March 21 @ 6:30 pm. Come hear some fabulous bedtime stories as a family. Cuddle up with mom or dad, wear your pajamas, bring a pillow and
don’t forget your stuffed friend. See if you can get your parents to come dressed for bed. All are
welcome. Please call to register for this event.
Popcorn & Pages Book Club: Wednesday, January 18, February 1, March 21 @ 5:00 Our book club
is open for kids in grades 4-6. We’re discussing Mudshark by Gary Paulsen. Selections for next
month will be made at this meeting. Registration required. Please call to register.
Explorers: Monday, January 23 @ 5:30, Open to kids in grades 3-5. We’re exploring the wonders of
the world. This month we’ll be exploring icebergs and the Titanic. Space is limited. Please call to
register for this event.
An Afternoon Movie: Thursday, January 26 @ 4:30 pm, February 23 @ 2:00, March 29 @
4:30. Come spend the afternoon at the movies at the library. Enjoy a movie and popcorn free
of charge. Call the library for title. Registration required. Please call to register.
Reading Makes Us Smile: The Challenge January 1st – March 1st, Open to kids of all
ages. Step right up and read for our reading challenge. Our challenge has two parts. 1. Can
the kids of the Auburn Public Library as a group read 500 hours? 2. Can you as an individual read more than the Children’s Librarian? If you are interested please contact the Auburn
Public Library at 508-832-7790 or visit www.readsinma.org/auburn.
Check the library website for other events and for school vacation week events!
Please note dates of events in February or March are subject to change, so please check the library’s
website calendar of events page.
Young Adult Events
Teen Advisory Board: Wednesday, January 4 @ 5:00 pm, Wednesday, February 1 @ 5:00 pm,
Wednesday, March 7 @ 5:00 pm
Teen Drop-In Continues: This popular program for ages 10 and up will continue on Monday &
Wednesday afternoons from 3 pm – 5 pm. The library provides light refreshments, laptops and tablets
are available for use. The teens may also play Nintendo Wii games on our 46” television.
Cooking Simple: Wednesday, January 25 @ 5:00 This event is open to ages 10-18. We’ll be having
a Spanish kitchen this session. Registration required! Please contact the Auburn Public Library at 508
-832-7790 to register.
Teen Contest Submissions Due: February 29 by 5:30 This event is open to ages 10-18. We’re looking for the best winter photograph you can take. Please visit the Auburn Library website (http://
www.auburnlibrary.org/auburn/teenstart.asp) for rules, regulations and to register.
Adult Programs
Computer/Technical Assistance: The library offers one on one computer training on Tuesday afternoons from 2 pm – 3:30 pm and on Friday mornings from 10:30 am – 12 pm. Evening training is
available by appointment. The library will also help you to learn how to use your new e-reader, MP3
player or other devices upon request.

Movie: Tuesday January 31 @ 7 p.m. the library will be showing The Help based on bestselling book
by Kathryn Stockett.
Book Group: The book group meets the second Thursday of the Month @ 6:30 p.m. in the library’s
meeting room. The selection for January is Little Bee by Chris Cleave. The selection for February is
Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand by Helen Simonson and the selection for March is The Help by Kathryn
Stockett. New members are always welcome. If you need a copy of the book library staff will be
happy to order one for you.
Knitter’s Group: The library has two groups of knitters that meet in our meeting room.
One group meets on Monday mornings from 11 am – 1pm and the other meets Wednesday
evenings from 6:30 pm – 8:15 pm. New members of all skill levels are always welcome.
Even if you have never knit before feel free to drop in and this friendly group of terrific
ladies will be happy to help you learn!
Please call the library at 508-832-7790 or visit our website www.auburn.library.org for more information on any of these programs or events.
Sign up to receive electronic information from the Auburn Public Library by
clicking here or contact Cyndee Marcoux, Library Director, at (508) 832-7790

RECYCLING REMINDERS
Through your recycling efforts, Auburn is saving money and saving resources. Since the
new recycling program began in April of 2010, trash tonnage has decreased an average of
ten tons per week, while our recycling has more than doubled. Keep up the good work,
Auburn!
Please remember to empty and rinse all containers, and flatten all cardboard boxes. All
recycling must be placed inside your green toter.
Frequently Asked Questions:
Q: Can Styrofoam be recycled when it has a recycling symbol on it?
A: Unfortunately, styrofoam cannot be recycled through Auburn’s curbside program at this
time and should be placed in your trash toter. Styrofoam “peanuts” may be brought to your
local packing/shipping store for reuse.
Q. Why can’t plastic bags be recycled when some have a recycling symbol and number on
them?
A: Because plastic bags, bubble wrap, plastic wraps and film jam the sorting machines at
the recycling facility, they cannot be recycled through our single-stream program. Plastic
bags can be brought to your local grocery store to be recycled through a different program.
Q: Can I recycle pizza boxes since they’re cardboard?
A: Only CLEAN cardboard may be recycled. If your pizza box has a removable liner that
can be thrown away, and the box is clean, you may put it in your recycling bin. If the pizza
box has any grease on it, it cannot be recycled.
Q: Can I put shredded paper in the recycle bin?
A: Yes, but it must be placed in a closed PAPER bag first. Shredded paper jams the sorting
machines at the recycling facility. It also makes a mess if it spills out or the wind blows it
around!
Q: My recycling toter is full. What should I do with the extra recycling?
A: Make sure all plastic and cardboard is crushed and broken down to maximize usable
space in your toter. You may obtain a second recycle bin by submitting a $25 refundable
deposit and a completed request form to the Auburn Assessor’s Office.

Business News and Information...
Lundgren Honda Groundbreaking
Lundgren Honda broke ground at 163 Washington
Street in November on a $12 million, 52,000 square
foot, state-of-the art dealership. The new facility will be
double the size of Lundgren’s current dealership at 525
Washington Street. The new dealership will feature a
complimentary car wash, quick-lube service center, 19
service bays, showroom, and customer amenities including a business center, customer lounge, café and children's play center with Wi-Fi throughout.
The company was founded in 1964 by Richard Lundgren, who started the businesses on
Main Street in Worcester as a motorcycle dealership. The business added cars to its sales
floor
in
1973
and
relocated
its
operations
to
Auburn
in
1985.
The development project will create 5 to 10 new jobs upon completion, expected in June
2012, and is anticipated to support a 15 percent growth in sales, which could translate to additional new jobs in the future.
The new dealership is next door to Lundgren's used-car dealership and collision center,
which are expected to remain open after the new facility is completed. Plans for Lundgren
Honda's 525 Washington St. location have not yet been finalized as the company is considering all options.
Congratulations to the Lundgren family and thank you for making this significant investment in Auburn!

Diamond Auto Group Project Underway
New construction is underway at Diamond Auto Group, a Chevrolet, GMC, Buick and Cadillac dealership located at 768 Washington Street. Diamond is building a 16,650 square foot facility with 4,000
square feet of office space and 12,650 square
feet of repair bays to expand its service center. There will be 374 new parking spaces
for inventory storage, customer and employee parking. David Massad, II, Principal/
President of Diamond Auto Group, estimates
that an additional 25 to 30 jobs will be created as a result of the expansion project, which
is estimated to be complete in April.
Thank you for your investment in Auburn!

Small Commercial Exemption
We are accepting applications for the small commercial exemption that was voted at the classification
hearing on November 14. To qualify, your property must be used for commercial purposes, have 10 or
less employees, and be valued at less than 1,000,000. Contact the Assessor’s Office for an application.

Winter Recreation and Culture Events
Cinderella
February 21 - Cinderella by the Tanglewood marionettes: Tanglewood
Marionettes is an award winning marionette company that has been
enchanting audiences throughout New England and beyond since
1993. Show will be at 11:00 am at Pakachoag Church.

Chili/Chowder Festival
March 10 1-4 PM Please call and reserve you spot if you are interested in competing against some of the best chefs in Auburn!

Special Olympics
Auburn will be hosting the Special Olympics basketball tournament at the
Auburn High School. Please call or email if you are interested in being part
of this wonderful experience. March 16 & 17.

Water Color Painting
Senior Center, Tuesdays 8:30-11:30 AM Experienced artist Beth Parys guides all
level painters in this great class. $15.00 per class. Please call Beth at (413) 2453295 for more info.

Coed & Men’s Basketball
Auburn High School. Wednesdays from 8:00-10:00pm. $3.00 for Auburn residents. Intermediate competition.

Get on the Ball with Weights
Tuesday and Thursday 6:00 –7:30 pm Thursdays 7:30– 8:30 PM Auburn High
School $5.00 drop in or $25.00 per month.

Fitness Classes
Ongoing at the Auburn High School Monday(7:00-8:30 PM), Wednesday
(7:00 PM-8:30 PM), Friday(6:00—7:30 PM) and Saturdays.(8:30-9:30
AM) $5.00 drop in or $25.00 per month. Intermediate to advanced level.
Great group work out with our certified trainers.

If you have any new ideas for new programs or events you would like to see
in our town, please email or call us!
For more information and cost where applicable, please contact Kristen Pappas,
Recreation and Culture Director, at 508-832-7736 or kpappas@town.auburn.ma.us

ATTENTION TOWN OF AUBURN MUNICIPAL RETIREES
This is a reminder that the enrollment period for Medicare Part A&B is January thru
March 2012. If you are eligible for Medicare Part A&B you will have to enroll in a Senior Plan effective July 1, 2012. Please be sure to call the Social Security Administration
and enroll to see if you are eligible. This is now mandatory under Massachusetts General
Law for eligible retired municipal employees as a result of recent health care reform legislation! Proof of ineligibility must be forwarded to the Town’s Human Resources Department. As a reminder the Town will be responsible for paying all penalties. If you
have any questions, please call Deb Dubois at 508-832-7700.

Current Board and Commission Vacancies
Historical Commission
Solid Waste Committee
Veteran’s Advisory Committee
Youth Commission
Central Mass Regional Planning Commission Municipal Scholarship Committee
Applications can be filled out on-line or in person at the Town Manager’s Office.

Board and Commission Training
Nearly sixty Town of Auburn board, commission and committee members attended the Board
and Commission Training Session held on November 16 th in Town Hall.
The training session provided members with current information on the Open Meeting Law,
State Ethics Commission regulations, Robert’s Rules of Order, and other pertinent information that was designed to support members as they fulfill their critical roles serving the
community.
Town Counsel Robert Hennigan led the session accompanied by Town Manager Julie Jacobson and Assistant Town Manager/Chief Financial Officer Ed Kazanovicz.
This training session was been developed to provide members from all boards, commissions
and committees with the tools and resources they need to effectively serve the Town. The
session incorporated feedback received from various board and commission members who
have indicated that this type of training would be extremely valuable to members’ ability to
carry out their respective roles.
Thank you to all of our board, commission and committee members and volunteers for your
Question or comments? Contact us at townmgr@town.auburn.ma.us or call (508) 832-7720.

To subscribe to the quarterly municipal newsletter, The Auburn Account, visit our website to submit an electronic sign-up form or click here. Our next edition will be released
in April, 2012.

