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Local Government At Work

The Auburn Account
Opening Event of the Dr. Arthur and Dr. Martha
Pappas Recreation Complex a Grand Slam!
The official opening of the Dr.
Arthur and Dr. Martha Pappas
Recreation Complex was
marked with a ceremonial event
on June 9, 2012. Commencing
with a parade of youth participants from Auburn Little
League, Soccer and Softball,
parade participants marched
Photo Courtesy of Richard Sobey
from the Lorraine Gleick Nordgren
Senior Center to Camosse field at the new Complex.
The ceremony opened with Charlie Pietrello, Director of Fine
Arts for the Auburn School Department, and the Greater Auburn Community Chorus singing the National Anthem while
Cub Scout Troop 53 raised the flags in Fuller Field. Reverend
Douglas Geeze gave the invocation followed by Town Manager
Julie Jacobson, Master of Ceremonies, who provided opening
remarks to the hundreds of youth, families, residents, elected
and appointed officials who were gathered on the field. Each of
the donors and their families, who lined the field from third
base to home plate, were recognized for their generous contributions to this magnificent facility.
Remarks from local elected officials State Senator Michael
Moore, State Representative Paul Frost, and Board of Selectmen Chair Doreen Goodrich highlighted the Dr. Arthur and Dr.
Martha Pappas Recreation Complex as a tremendous community asset of which we can all be proud and each thanked the Pappas family and all of the contributors for bringing the project to
fruition. Little League President Steve Jetty, joined by members
Dr. Arthur and Dr. Martha Pappas with a (Continued on page 2)
Sign up today to receive electronic communications and updates on a
variety of issues, including The Auburn Account, emergency and
road work updates from the Town of Auburn. Visit our web site at
www.auburnguide.com or click here to sign up now!
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Grand Opening Event (Continued)
of the league, presented plaques and gifts to
Dr. Arthur and Dr. Martha Pappas. Dan
Clifford of the Softball League also presented
plaque and a softball signed by members of the
league.
Dr. Arthur and Dr. Martha Pappas threw out
the first official pitch. The ceremony then
closed with Charlie Pietrello and the Greater
Auburn Community Chorus singing “God
Bless America”.
Click Here to see a photo album, courtesy of John Anderson, of the celebration event.
The Complex consists of five spectacular playing fields, a concession stand, and a beautiful performance pavilion. This magnificent facility will be able to host youth sports, family recreation and cultural events for all ages. The Dr. Arthur and Dr. Martha Pappas Recreation Complex is a true testament to the collaborative spirit, hard work, and generosity of
many Auburn residents. It truly reflects the dedication and commitment of the entire community – commitment to our youth, commitment to our residents, commitment to our quality of life, and commitment to the future of the Town of Auburn.
Due to the collaborative efforts of many in the Town, this tremendous facility has come to
fruition. (See related article on Acknowledgements for a list of all the donors). Play ball!!

Photos Courtesy of John Anderson

News from the Town Clerk...
Election Highlights from the May 15, 2012 Election
Annual Town elections were held this year on May 15, 2012. Doreen Goodrich was reelected to the Board of Selectmen. Kenneth Holstrom, a first time candidate for the Board of Selectmen, was also elected. Wayne Page and first
time candidate George Scobie were elected to the School Committee. Nan
Johnson was re-elected and Bruce Mendelsohn, a first time candidate, were
elected to 3 year seats on the Library Board of Trustees while Suzette
Dowd won a contested race for the unexpired 2 year term on the Library
Board of Trustees. Joyce Lamoreaux was elected to the Auburn Housing Authority. Charles
baker was re-elected as Town Moderator and Ellen Gaboury was re-elected as Town Clerk.
Town Meeting Members in Precinct 4 met on June 4, 2012 and voted to fill the 2 vacant seats
due to a tie vote for write-in candidates during the Annual Election.
Question #1, seeking a Proposition 2 ½ debt exclusion to fund the costs of designing, constructing, equipping and furnishing an addition to and renovation of the Bay Path Regional
Vocational Technical High School, was narrowly defeated by a vote of 883 to 865.
Click Here for complete 2012 election results.
At its first meeting following the election, the Board of Selectmen voted Doreen Goodrich as
Chair and Bob Grossman as Vice Chair. The School Committee voted Jeff Lourie as chair at
its first meeting following the Annual election.

Upcoming Elections
Friday, August 17, 2012 is the last day to register to vote for the September State Primary.
The Town Clerk’s office will be open until 8:00PM for voter registration.
The State Primary Election will be held Thursday, September 6, 2012 in the High School
Gym. Polls are open from 7:00AM to 8:00PM
Wednesday, October 17th is the last day to register to vote for the State Election. The Town
Clerk’s office will be open until 8:00PM for voter registration.
The State Election will be held Tuesday, November 6, 2012 in the High School Gym. Polls
are open from 7:00AM to 8:00PM.
Absentee ballots for elections are available three weeks before each election.
If a voter is going to be absent from town, has a disability preventing them
from accessing the polls on Election Day or has a religious prohibition the
voter may apply for an absentee ballot. Deadline for absentee requests is noon
on the day before each election. Applications are currently available.

Resident Listing Books Now Available
Resident Listing Books for 2012 are available. The cost varies depending on the form of
media requested. Details and payment may be made through the website – Town Clerk Department – Listing Book.

PUBLIC SAFETY NEWS
CodeRED Mobile Alert App for Mass Notification
The Town of Auburn, through its contract with Emergency Communications Network, LLC,
will begin providing public safety alerts through the company’s new public safety app –
CodeRED Mobile Alert.
The app, which is a free download for iPhone and Android subscribers, will allow Auburn
residents and local businesses, as well as those traveling through the area, to receive community and emergency alerts via notifications to their smartphones. This additional mechanism,
which enables the Town of Auburn to communicate time-sensitive messages to residents and
visitors, is at no additional cost to the current contract with Emergency Communications
Network. Town Manager Julie Jacobson said the new platform will serve as an additional
tool to help inform the community and visitors about important information that may impact
their safety. "The app works similarly to our current CodeRED system. If you have the app
downloaded and are in the affected area of the alert, a notification will be sent through the
app to alert you of the issue”.
Auburn residents and businesses who have enrolled in the CodeRED System will continue to
receive voice calls, text messages and emails. However, the app is designed to keep users
safe and informed while on the go. The app is unique because if an Auburn resident is traveling to another state that also uses the CodeRED system, they will receive any community or
emergency alerts from that specific area as well. “The CodeRED Mobile Alert app is another
instrument to keep Auburn residents safe when they are away from home,” said Jacobson.
Emergency, community and missing children alerts are always free to app users.
The app also provides subscribers access to a free, 30-day trial of CodeRED Mobile Alert
Weather Warning, which alerts users if they are in the direct path of a severe thunderstorm,
tornado or flash flood. Users who subscribe to this service, which costs $4.99 annually,
would have the ability to select the types of weather notifications they want receive and to
customize the app based on their unique preferences. The CodeRED Mobile Alert Weather
Warning app will alert you immediately after the National Weather Service issues a severe
weather warning.
Residents with iPhones and Android smartphones are encouraged to download the free
CodeRED Mobile Alert app to begin receiving notifications from the Town of Auburn. The
app is available for a free download on the iTunes store and Google Play. For more information or to download the CodeRED Mobile Alert app, visit http://ecnetwork.com/mobile/
getitnow.html.

Firefighters Train Seniors in Kitchen Fire Safety
On June 13, 2012 members of the Auburn Fire Department spent some time with seniors talking about
kitchen fire safety. Captain Glenn Johnson and Firefighter Donald Contois from the Fire Education Division were on hand at the Senior Center on Pakachoag
St. with the new SAFE (Student Awareness Fire Education) trailer that is owned by Massachusetts Fire
District 7. The trailer was recently purchased with
funds partially through a state grant with the remainder of the money coming from the fire district. The
state of the art trailer can simulate different types of emergency situations in the home including kitchen fires, bedroom fires and hurricane and tornado simulations. The trailer is
available for use by any of the 26 cities and towns in the fire
district.
The educational session focused specifically on the dangers
of cooking fires in the home. According to the National Fire
Protection Association (NFPA) cooking equipment was the
leading cause of home structure fires in 2011. 42% of all
fires in the United States and 41% of all injuries were a result of cooking equipment.

Beary Curious…
The Auburn Police Department recently had the opportunity to use the Town's CodeRed
Emergency Alert Messaging System to notify residents about an adult female bear and her
two cubs which were observed in the area of Bryn Mawr Avenue and Auburn
Street. Although the CodeRed system had been used previously by our Town Manager and
DPW, this was the first time the system had been activated by the police department.
Fortunately, the animals continued on their way after spending a few days in town. As interesting as the bears were, it was just as interesting to hear the comments and reaction from
some of the residents who didn’t received the free emergency notification through
CodeRED. As it turns out, the individuals who did not receive the notification had never
signed up to receive this free service. The good news is that following the notification we
had over thirty new subscribers. That now brings the number of recipients to 6,732.
While a database of several thousand numbers was inputted into the system, residents and
businesses are strongly encouraged to go on-line and sign up so the notifications can be delivered to their cell phones, email addresses and home phones as well as text messages. It
literally takes two minutes to sign up and add any or all
of your home, work, cell or contact numbers into the
call database. There is also a new free app, the
CodeRED Mobile Alert, which enables Auburn
CodeRED subscribers to receive free updates when they
travel (see related article in this issue). If you have not
signed up, please do. If you already have, please encourage your friends and family members to utilize this
free service which is provided to all residents as well as
all members of our business community.

Lorraine Gleick Nordgren Senior Center
and Elder Affairs News
C.A.R.E. Program...Telephone Reassurance
C.A.R.E (formerly the RUOK Program) is a FREE automated
telephone calling system run by the Auburn Police Department.

For more information call
the Senior Center 508-832-7799

When the phone rings you MUST answer the phone and verbally respond to the system or the system
will try again several minutes later. If you are unable to answer the phone a second time the Auburn
Police and Fire Departments will send personnel to check on you, ensuring your health and safety.
Once enrolled in the program You choose the days and time of day you wish to be called.
If you will be away when a call is expected you need to notify the police station at 508-832-7777 or
notify them to temporarily discontinue calls. You will need to provide them with information on emergency contacts and where they can secure a key to enter your home in the event you do not answer the
phone call. Access to a key is critical or emergency personnel will be required to gain forced entry
by possibly breaking a door or window.

Top 10 Scams Against Seniors—And Where to Report
1. Medicare/Health Care Fraud: People posing as a Medicare rep. get older people to give personal
information.
2. Counterfeit Prescription Drugs: Elders looking for lower price meds may purchase unsafe substances.
3. Funeral & Cemetery Scams: Scammers attend funeral and claim the deceased had an outstanding
debt or funeral directors insist expensive casket is necessary for cremation when a less costly one
will do.
4. Fraudulent Anti-Aging Products: Whether it’s fake Botox or bogus remedies, anti-aging products
are big business.
5. Telemarketing: Scammers use fake telemarketing calls to prey on older people.
6. Internet Fraud: Automated internet scams simulate virus-scanning software to get seniors to download a fake anti-virus program.
7. Investment Schemes: Investors look for a partner to claim inheritance money or invest in financial
products.
8. Homeowners/Reverse Mortgage Scams: Elder is given an unsecured reverse mortgage.
9. Sweepstakes/Lottery Scams: Elders are told they won a sweepstake but need to send a check to
unlock the prize.
10. Grandparent Scam: Someone calls asking “Do you know who this is?” The elder names a relative
and the caller assumes the name and asks for money to pay for overdue rent, car repair, etc.

For assistance identifying frauds and scams, and guidance to an appropriate agency, contact the Attorney General’s Public Inquiry Hotline at 617-727-8400.
Elder specific help is available through the toll free Elder’s Hotline at 888-243-5337.
For scams occurring through the mail, contact US Postal Service Inspection Service at 877-876- 2455
For internet and white-collar scams, contact the FBI’s Internet Crime Complaint Center at
www.1c3.gov
For telephone scams, contact the FTC at 877-382- 4357
For Attorney General Martha Coakley’s Guide on Identity Theft for Victims and Consumers, visit
http://www.mass.gov/ago/docs/consumer/identity-theft-022708.pdf

Veterans Services

Larry Corbin, Director of Veterans Services

8:30 - 5:00 M-F by telephone only 508-832-7706 or 508-478-4300
Nightly & Weekends by appointment only 508-981-6197

Gulf War Follow-Up
For the third time since the 1990-1991 Gulf
War, Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)
researchers will contact Gulf War-era Veterans
as a part of a long-term study of their health.
For the "Follow-up Study of a National Cohort
of Gulf War and Gulf Era Veterans," researchers want to learn about how the health of these
Veterans has changed over time, and about the
natural history of long-term conditions like
unexplained multi-symptom illnesses.
Researchers were to begin contacting participants at the end of May 2012. Veterans were previously contacted for a baseline survey in
1995 and a follow-up survey in 2005.
This continuing VA effort studies a group of approximately 15,000 Gulf War Veterans and
15,000 Veterans who served elsewhere during the Gulf War. The study group includes all
branches of service, representing Active, Reserve, and National Guard members. Women are
being over sampled to make sure they are represented, making up 20 percent of the study sample. Veterans will respond via a paper or online survey, and researchers will also review medical records from a sample of study participants.
Veterans will be asked about health issues that affect them, including chronic medical conditions such as cancer, neurological, respiratory and immunological conditions, as well as general health perceptions, functional status, chronic fatigue syndrome-like illness, unexplained
multi-symptom illness and women's health. Veterans will be queried about their level of physical activity and their use of alcohol and tobacco. They will also be asked about their use of
VA health care and satisfaction with their care.
More than a dozen scientific articles have been published from the two earlier surveys in the
study. This work has investigated multi-symptom illnesses, chronic diseases, and environmental exposures associated with military deployment. For example, a recent scientific article
showed that Gulf War Veterans' health has worsened over time compared to the health of Gulf
War Era Veterans who served elsewhere. Gulf War Veterans reported higher rates of ongoing
unexplained multi-symptom illness, post-traumatic stress disorder, and chronic fatigue syndrome-like illness, along with higher health care utilization, including frequent clinic visits
and recurrent hospitalization. These findings, other ongoing studies, and future research efforts will help VA to better understand the health consequences of deployment and guide care
delivery.
Additional information about this study can be found at http://www.publichealth.va.gov/
epidemiology/studies/gulf-war-follow-up.asp

On the Road…. DPW
MassDOT Swanson Road Bridge Work
The Swanson Road Bridge over I-290 closed on Wednesday June 20th and will re-open on
November 14th 2012. The off-ramp from I-290 is scheduled to remain open with a right turn
onto Swanson Road-only. The closure is necessary for MassDOT to replace the deteriorated
bridge deck. The MassDOT detour will be Route 12 to Auburn Street. We apologize for any
inconvenience this State project may cause.

Earth Day
The Town of Auburn’s DPW employees participated on Earth Day Week by collecting over
70 trash bags of rubbish throughout the Town. This was another example of team work displayed by the employees. A special thank you goes out to the DPW employees who participated in this effort to honor Earth Day.

Unfunded Mandates Result in Higher Sewer Bills
The Sewer Division in Auburn is a collection system only with no treatment. All of the wastewater is
pumped through various pump stations to the Upper Blackstone Water Pollution Abatement District
(the District) for treatment. The Town is assessed a fee per gallon of wastewater that is pumped to the
UBWPAD for treatment. This fee is based on operational and capital costs incurred by the District and
divided among the eight member communities.
The District is required to conform to a National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (permit)
every five years which is established by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The NPDES
permit was established through amendments to the Clean Water Act of 1972. These amendments provided the statutory basis for the permit. In a nutshell, the permit regulates and limits the pollutants that
are allowed to be discharged from wastewater treatment plants into the waterways of Massachusetts.
The District discharges the treated wastewater directly into the Blackstone River. The process that is
used to set these discharge limits is based on an antiquated text book calculation with basically no
current science background. This calculation does not take into account any river sampling or condition monitoring. In order to offer assistance to EPA and to allow a better mechanism of setting discharge limits, the District has established a new river modeling system which allows for real time sampling and allows for technology driven science to see the affects of the discharge limits imposed on
point source dischargers to the river. Although the model has been reviewed and tested by numerous
independent science based processes, EPA will not allow or use the results of this river model to set
the discharge limits. The model shows that even if the District discharged “distilled water”, the downstream effects would not meet the EPA permit requirements/regulations.

The Sewer Division operational budget, minus the assessment from the District, has stayed within the
guidelines set by Town Administration every year. The driving force of the budget increases has been
the assessment increase from the District. The major factor of the District increases has been the need
to comply with the NPDES permits. The recent NPDES permits imposed by EPA has set such stringent limits that it has forced the District to enter into major plant upgrades. The most recent upgrades
to the plant totaled approximately $180,000,000.00. The management team of the District scheduled
these upgrades in three phases to soften the impact of the assessment increases to the member communities. Auburn has seen an approximate 130% increase in the assessment that Auburn pays.
The most recent NPDES permit that has been issued by EPA in 2008 has such unneeded and stringent
discharge limits that the District is appealing the permit requirements. Auburn, as a member of the
Mass Coalition for Water Resources Stewardship (www.mawaterresourcescoalition.org), and a member of the District, is working with the Coalition to advocate for EPA to reform their NPDES permit
requirements.
On January 12, 2012, the Upper Blackstone Water Pollution Abatement District’s appeal of EPA’s
2008 discharge permit took a surprising turn. The First Circuit Court in Boston, rather than hearing
arguments from all sides in the contentious debate instead referred the case to a mediation process.
While the EPA objected to this move, the District took it as a positive step in that it forced EPA into a
discussion with the District and others about allowing the best available science of the River and Narragansett Bay to guide how hundreds of millions of dollars of the public’s money is spent. In midJune, after 5 months of intensive efforts by the District to negotiate more favorable permit terms the
mediation process came to a halt with no resolution. The mediation process and all associated discussions were strictly confidential so details cannot be provided. What can be stated is that the District
will be back in court to await the decision of the three First Circuit justices on the next steps or potentially the outcome of this appeal.
As has been made clear numerous times since EPA issued a final permit in 2008, the District and the
member communities do not believe that many of the permit terms are warranted. In particular, very
low limits on the nutrients phosphorus and nitrogen are unfounded. The best available science on the
Blackstone River, a $2 million water quality and flow analysis and computer model prepared by
UMass Amherst researchers and funded by the District, supports this perspective. This study and
model, peer reviewed by independent river model experts, is far superior to all previous river studies.
It is intended to serve as a reasonably accurate predictor of water quality outcomes following various
management strategies. The model shows that achieving the new, low permit limits for phosphorus
and nitrogen in the District discharge will not allow the Blackstone River to meet water quality standards. In fact, it shows that the only way this river can meet standards is to manage or remove the
many dams on the river in Rhode Island.
The key issue is not that it will cost over $200 million to meet the new standards but that all of this
added financial burden on member community sewer ratepayers, who have seen their rates rise 100%
plus over the last 9 years, will not produce meaningful benefits for the River. With the federal and
state governments walking away from funding wastewater treatment upgrades, the cost to meet the
new permit limits will come from area ratepayers. So if EPA has their way, they will force their permit
requirements on us and ratepayers will end up paying the $200 million bill while the water quality of
the river and Narragansett Bay will remain essentially unchanged.
Today the River is clean enough to support kayaking and canoeing, clean enough to allow trout stocking and fishing and clean enough to permit the restoration of anadromous fish (ex. Salmon, smelt,
shad, striped bass and sturgeon) and add to the more than 20 species of fish currently in the river.
How clean is clean? At what cost?

Veteran’s Memorial Corridor
In preparation of Veteran’s Day, the
Town of Auburn’s DPW employees
spread over 200 cubic yards of mulch
on the Veteran’s Memorial Corridor.
This is part of a continued effort of the
DPW to maintain the beauty of the
Veteran’s Memorial Parks.
A special thank you to the Auburn Water District employees for
maintaining the Kusy Memorial at
Church Street. This was a combined
effort of all the department employees
and the Auburn Water District employees to complete the work in two
days.

Dr. Arthur and Dr. Martha Pappas Recreation Complex Policies and Rentals

The Dr. Arthur and Dr. Martha Pappas Recreation Complex is a 20 acre complex which consists of five playing fields (two artificial turf and three sod), a concession stand, and a spectacular performance pavilion. This magnificent facility is able to host youth sports, family
recreation and cultural events for all ages. The facilities include:
Pappas Field (Softball )
Fuller Field (Little League) Baseball field
Soccer Field (Full-size turf)
Riley-Pappas Performance Pavilion

Camosse Field (Little League/Softball Turf)
Marois Field (Small Soccer)
Thompson Concession Stand and Covered Patio

The Town of Auburn may rent the Dr. Arthur and Dr. Martha Pappas Recreation Complex to
individuals and groups both profit and non-profit under the terms and conditions contained
within the Rental of Athletic Facilities Policy and Regulations. Click Here for the Rental of
Athletic Facilities Policy and Regulations. The current rates and insurance requirements are
contained within the Policy. If you are interested in renting the facility, please fill out the
Facility Use Applications/Permit form (Click Here for the Application/Permit Form) contained within the Policy.
For further information, contact Ken Fairbanks, Site Director, at 774-696-1047.

Massachusetts Symphony Orchestra to Perform
at Grand Opening of the Riley-Pappas Performance Pavilion
Mark your calendars for the Grand Opening Celebration of the Riley-Pappas Performance Pavilion featuring the Massachusetts Symphony Orchestra. This special performance, scheduled for Friday
evening, July 27th at 7:00 PM, will mark the first event at the magnificent new Riley-Pappas Performance Pavilion located in the Dr.
Arthur and Dr. Martha Pappas Recreation Complex. The $4.3 Million Complex officially opened on June 9 th (see related article).
This spectacular event is funded through generous donations from
HealthSouth and an anonymous donor who contributed to the
Town to support this concert.
Conducted by Myron Romanul, the Massachusetts Symphony Orchestra will feature soloists Michael Calmes and Jane Shivick. Music selections will include
Handel’s “Music from the Royal Fireworks” and Sousa’s “The Stars and Stripes Forever” as
well as highlights from “Porgy and Bess”, “Wicked” and “the Sound of Music”. For a complete musical program, log onto the Town’s website at www.auburnguide.com.
Bring your lawn chairs and blankets to enjoy this special evening!

Town Announces First Summer in the Park Concert Series
Pack your chairs and blankets and bring the family to
see a variety of performers at the new Riley-Pappas
Performance Pavilion on Thursday nights from 6:00
to 8:00 PM in August and early September.
The Summer in the Park Concert Series will kick off
on Thursday, August 2nd at 6:00 PM with a performance by Kings Row. Performances will follow each
Thursday throughout the remainder of the summer.
Riley-Pappas Performance Pavilion

Summer in the Park 2012 Concert Schedule

Bring your lawn chairs or blankets
August 9
to sit on the beautiful lawn and
enjoy the entertainment!

Kings Row

The 2012 concert series is sponAugust 23
sored by Harvard Pilgrim
Healthcare, the Auburn Foundation and the Friends of the Pappas August 30
Recreation Complex.
September 6

Christine Taylor and Auburn Community Players

August 2

August 16

Southern Rail
Outriggers

Rain Date or New Performance
Rain Date or New Performance

Acknowledgements and Thank You to the Supporters of the
Dr. Arthur and Dr. Martha Pappas Recreation Complex
The Town of Auburn expresses its sincere thanks to the
following individuals and organizations who have generously contributed to the Dr. Arthur and Dr. Martha
Pappas Recreation Complex. Special thanks to Dr.
Arthur and Dr. Martha Pappas for their generosity and
commitment to this community and for being the driving force behind this project. The Pappas family embodies the true meaning of community
spirit, commitment and dedication. Drs. Arthur and Martha Pappas have given so much to the
Town of Auburn, from their generous donations for capital facilities to their time spent on
boards and committees to their support of so many organizations and events. Auburn is very
fortunate to have the Pappas family and we thank Dr. Arthur and Dr. Martha Pappas for all
they have done to enrich the lives of Auburn’s citizens through their philanthropy, enhancing
the education, health and recreation opportunities for Auburn residents.
Major Contributors:
Dr. Arthur and Dr. Martha Pappas
The Camosse Family
The Fuller Family
Normand and Gloria Marois &
Family
Alex and Freda Pappas Family
The Ruth Thompson Family

Supporters:
Board of Selectmen
Finance Committee
All involved Local Boards and Commissions
Town Meeting Members
Senator Michael Moore
Representative Paul Frost
Reverend Dennis Knight
Pakachoag Community Church

Donors:
HealthSouth
Masterman’s
John Mauro
Warner & Mary Fletcher
Friends of the Pappas Recreation Complex
Harvard Pilgrim
The Auburn Foundation

Pappas Recreation Complex Oversight Committee
Dr. Arthur Pappas
Dr. Martha Pappas
Jeff Fuller
Jeff Labonte
Thomas Turco
Daniel Boyle (former member)
Colleen Fahey(former member)

Employee Spotlight
The Auburn Police Department would like to welcome two new part-time 911 Dispatchers. Meghan Kellaher and Joseph Lagassee were appointed on May 23rd by the Town Manager. The addition of these individuals will continue to help the police department keep overtime
costs associated with emergency dispatch operations down. On June 18 th the Town began implementation of Emergency Medical Dispatch commonly known as EMD. This new program will
dramatically change the way in which emergency calls are handled in Auburn. Each Dispatcher
has gone through extensive training in order to provide this service to the residents of Auburn.
Previously, dispatchers would answer 911 calls, take all pertinent information and dispatch the
ambulance to the location of the emergency. Now, in addition to that, the dispatcher will help
guide the caller through the medical emergency by providing step by step first aid instructions to
the caller when appropriate. This system is used nationwide and has been proven to save the lives
of victims of heart attacks, drowning, electrocution and children choking, just to name a few. All
of the training and software for the program were paid for from a grant that the police department
applied for and was subsequently awarded.
On Thursday June 21, 2012 in a ceremony at the Town Hall, three
fire fighters were sworn in as Fire Lieutenants by Town Clerk Ellen
Gaboury. Lieutenants Christopher Cavan, Justin Brigham and
Shawn Steele assumed their new duties and responsibilities on July
1st. Chief Stephen M. Coleman Jr. said that the promotions were
made to fill a critical need in insuring there was adequate supervision of personnel and emergency operations on a daily basis. The
promotions were part of a long-term plan developed to improve
operations of the department and do not add to the overall labor force of the department.
Best wishes and thank you to Loretta Hall, Assistant to the Town Clerk, who is retiring after ten
years with the Town! Congratulations!
Correction: Last quarter we reported that Donna Galonek had been with the Town for 29 years, when
in fact she has been here 39 years. We apologize for the error.

Independence Day Celebration
This year’s Independence Day celebration in Auburn included both
traditional and new events designed to attract all ages. The annual
road race, bike race, parade, food, live entertainment and fireworks
delighted children and adults alike from early morning until the
dazzling finale of the spectacular fireworks display. New to this
year’s repertoire was a wonderful civil war re-enactment sponsored
by the Masons, who participated in the parade in full uniform, as
well as the firing of a civil war cannon, courtesy of the Sutton Historical Museum. A wonderful array of antique cars was on display while pony and train rides were available under
hot, sunny skies at Lemansky Park.
The June 30th festivities marked the Town’s 50th Independence Day Celebration.
We thank the Independence Day Committee and Kristen Pappas, Recreation and Culture
Director, for their hard work and all the fire, police, and DPW employees who participated
in the day’s events.

Billing, Exemptions, and Discounts...
Important Dates from the Treasurer/Collector and Assessor’s Office
First Quarter Preliminary bills for Real Estate and Personal Property are due on August 1,
2012. If you need a copy of your bill you can download it from Real Estate Tax Bill
Lookup on the www.auburnguide.com website.
Trash Bills are due on August 1, 2012.
Applications for Real Estate Tax Exemptions will be mailed out by the Assessor’s Office
after Labor Day weekend. If you received an exemption last year you will automatically
be mailed a new application for the upcoming year. If you did not receive one think you
might qualify, please contact the Assessor’s office for more details and to be put on our
mailing list.
Applications for classification under Chapter 61A and 61B will be mailed out in August.
The deadline for filing is October 1st.

News from the Auburn Public Library
Light Up the Night…Read
Light Up the Night…Read has begun. If you haven’t signed up the Auburn Library’s Summer Reading Program you are missing out. There are programs open to kids, teens and
adults. If you love to read then this is the program for you! To join just visit the library or
our summer reading site www.readsinma.org. You don’t want to be left in the dark this
summer, so get to the library and Light Up the Night!
Activities for the Family
Movie – Thursday, July 26 @ 2:30: Rain of shine the library is the place to be. Join us for a
movie the whole family can enjoy. Contact the library for registration and the movie title.
Ed the Wizard – Tuesday, July 17 @ 6:30: Ed the Wizard will be visiting to astound us
with his magic tricks. This event is sponsored the by Auburn Cultural Council. Registration
is required; please contact the library.
World of Owls – Thursday, July 26 @ 10:30: Presented by Wingmasters and designed for
ages 5 and up. Come meet our night-time feathered friends. Learn the myths and truths
about owls. This event is sponsored by the Friends of the Auburn Public Library. Registration is required; please contact the library.
Author Visit – Wednesday, July 11 @ 10:00: Designed for ages 5 and up. Author and illustrator Brian Lies is visiting. He will share his inspiration for his writing and illustrating. Discover how he creates his books. Feel free to bring your own book for signing.
This event is sponsored by the MA Library Systems and Brian Lies. Registration is required; please contact the library.

Activities for the Kids
Tiny Tots – Tuesdays @ 10:30: Open to children under age 2. Join us for stories, rhymes
and play. Registration is required; please contact the library.
Lunch Bunch – Wednesdays at 12:00: Just bring your own lunch and we’ll provide the stories and dessert. Registration is required; please contact the library.
Craft Time – Open to all ages. 7/6 @11:00 – star, 7/11 @ 1:00 – bat magnet, 7/20 @ 11:00
– dream catcher, 7/27 @ 1:00 – firefly, 8/3 @ 11:00 – lantern and 8/8 @ 1:00 – owl mask.
Registration is required; please contact the library.
Book Buddies – Thursdays, July 12 & 19 @ 10:30: Open to ages 3-9. This program provides a teen mentor to read with your child. Please choose a time session most appropriate
for your child. Time sessions are 30 or 60 minutes long. Registration begins July 5th, please
contact the library.
Night Light Book Club – Wednesday, July 18 @ 5:00: Open to ages 9-12. We’ll be discussing The Adventures of Vin Fiz by Clive Cussler. Join us for discussion and an activity. Just pick up a copy of the book at the library. Registration is required; please contact the
library.
Campfire – Monday, July 16 @ 3:00: Open to ages 2-9. Join us for stories and fun around
our campfire. Registration is required; please contact the library.
Activities for the Teens (ages 10-18)
Volunteer Opportunities – Training: Tuesday, July 3 @ 11:00. You may choose to be a
Book Buddy or a Carnival attendant. For more information and to register contact the library.
Black Light T-Shirt Painting – Tuesday, July 3 @ 2:30: Design your own glow tshirt. Please remember to bring a black t-shirt and hanger. Registration is required; please
contact the library.
Light the Night – Friday, July 13 @ 11:30: Learn to take images of light during the dark
times of the day. This class will show examples and give hands-on practice to prepare for
the Night Image Photography Contest. Don’t forget to bring your own camera. Registration
is required; please contact the library.
Night Image Photography Contest – Submissions due by 8:00 pm on Wednesday, July
18. Please visit our website (www.auburnlibrary.org/auburn/teenevents.asp) for contest
rules. Showing of photographs will be in the library July 19-20. Judging will occur on July
20th. Registration is required, please contact the library or visit www.readsinma.org/auburn
Murder Mystery – Friday, July 27 @ 6:00: MURDER! There has been a murder at the library. Put on your detective hat and help solve this mystery. Registration is required; please
contact the library.
Movie – Thursday, August 2 @ 3:00: Don’t know what to do? Join us for a movie. Contact
the library for registration and the movie title at 508-832-7790
Sign up to receive electronic information from the Auburn Public Library by clicking here or
contact Library at (508) 832-7790

Business News and Information...
Shamrock Financial Celebrates Grand Opening!
On June 13, 2012, Shamrock Financial, a local direct mortgage
lender, celebrated the opening of its new Auburn branch. On
hand to help commemorate the event, and aid in ribbon cutting,
were a number of local selectmen and Auburn Chamber of
Commerce board members, as well as Auburn Town Manager
Julie Jacobson, Senator Michael Moore, Representative Paul
Frost and Board of Selectmen Chair Doreen Goodrich as well as Selectman Ken Holstrom.
As an industry leader in the regional financial market, Shamrock Financial is a most welcome
addition to Auburn’s business community. The company prides itself on not only helping prospective home buyers and existing homeowners, but also on educating clients and business
partners on a variety of topics, including best home buying practices, the use and benefit of
social media, and prudent decision making for long-term financial wellbeing.
The opening of the new branch office, located at 32 Coolidge Street, is one of several recent
openings and expansions in Auburn. The upswing in local business activity is in part reflective
of a concerted effort by the town administration to facilitate business development. The Board
of Selectmen, Town Manager, and state officials, in conjunction with the Auburn Chamber of
Commerce, have made attracting and retaining business a top priority. Local initiatives include the creation of an Economic Development Committee to develop strategies for business
development, a Business Roundtable for local business owners, and an outreach effort to local
employers and commercial and industrial property owners. These steps were undertaken as
means of creating the synergy needed to capitalize on Auburn’s strengths as a commercial/
industrial center, and to identify and address those areas that may pose challenges for the business community.
The opening of Shamrock Financial indicates that such synergy, and possibly some good old
fashioned luck of the Irish, is well on its way!

Auburn Chamber Turns 50!
The Auburn Chamber of Commerce recently celebrated its 50th year of service
to the business community. Participants of the April 12th anniversary event at
the Auburn Elks enjoyed a keynote address from Congressman James P.
McGovern, in addition to other speakers and festivities.
The grand anniversary hurrah came in June, when the Chamber buried a time
capsule in Goddard Memorial Park. Crafted by Bay Path Regional Vocational
Technical High School students, the rocket-shaped capsule pays homage to Auburn’s rich history of both business and progress. The capsule’s reveal is slated for 2062, the Auburn Chamber’s 100th anniversary!
As we celebrate the Auburn Chamber of Commerce this year, it is also important to highlight
the true scope of its activities. Although the Chamber is dedicated to the promotion, retention
and welfare of Auburn businesses, their work is vital to and integrated with town government
and the broader community. Many seats on Auburn’s new Economic Development Committee
and Business Roundtable are held by Chamber members, and new collaborative projects between the Chamber and town administration are underway. The collaboration is part an enhanced effort to promote economic development in Auburn by fostering increased dialogue
between the Chamber, administration, and community. (Continued on next page)

Auburn Chamber Turns 50 (Continued)
In addition to such work, the Chamber also maintains a
number of programs that promote goodwill and cooperation between business and education. Included are student
scholarships, mini-grants to educators, job shadowing, and
supporting additional needs of the Auburn Schools. Such
programs are buttressed by those of the Chamber’s recently established Business Development Task Force, as well
as its Referral Group. The Task Force, in its mission of
establishing programs that support Auburn businesses, has
partnered with outside organizations to offer financial reimbursements to Chamber members for educational programs. Similarly, the Chamber’s Referral Group is a collection of non-competing businesses that refer clients and customers to
one another. These programs, funds, and advocacy endeavors are helping to attract new residents, return educational institutions to top-notch levels, and encouraging the next generation
to live and work where they grew up- Auburn.
For this, and so much more, we thank you, Auburn Chamber of Commerce! Happy big five-o!

Hometown Bank to Open Auburn Branch
Hometown Bank has received the required regulatory approvals to open a new branch office at 569 Southbridge
Street, in Auburn, MA. The 3,000 square foot brick building, part of the Heritage Mall complex, will be
Hometown’s sixth location. The new office, a full service
branch offering personal and business banking, is being
targeted for a September opening and will employ 5-7 people.
Hometown Bank originated in Webster, MA as Webster
Cooperative Bank in 1889 and operated at that location for 100 years. The name was changed
to Hometown Bank in the mid-1990s, and by 2001, new branch offices were added in Oxford
and Sturbridge. In 2011, new branches were added in Athol and South Lancaster when AtholClinton Cooperative Bank merged into Hometown Bank, bringing the total number to five. A
new Webster branch is also now under construction, with an estimated completion date in
early 2013.
At a recent annual meeting, President and CEO, Matthew Sosik reported on the Bank's financial performance for the fiscal year ending December 31, 2011. Total assets of the Bank grew
to over $302 million, a growth rate of 36%, most of which resulted from the acquisition of
Athol-Clinton Cooperative Bank in the second quarter. Net Income for 2011 was $3.7 million.
“Earnings for 2011 were a new record for the Bank,” according to Sosik, “the result of a tremendous amount of hard work by our employees and the good relationships we have built
with our customers. We are looking forward to delivering that same quality of customer care
at our new Auburn branch.”
Perennially listed as one of the safest and highest performing banks in the Commonwealth
and in the country, Hometown Bank is a member of FDIC and SIF. All deposits are insured in
full.

Recreation and Culture Events
Summer Theater Program
We are very excited to announce that we will be offering another theater program this coming summer. The program will run July 9-20 at Auburn High
School. The program is directed by Christine Taylor. The cost is $250.00 for
both weeks and the program runs from 9:00 AM-2:00 PM each day. Thank you to the Auburn Cultural Council and the Auburn Foundation for their support.
Summer Fun Program
Our popular summer program is back and better than ever. More crafts, more activities,
more fun! The themed week’s program runs from June 25 through August 24 (closed
Wednesday, July 4). Cost is $140 for full day 8:30-3; $85 a week for half day 8:30-12pm;
$180 for extended day 8:30-5:00 pm. We also offer flexible schedules, single day program,
and just about any combination you can imagine! Registration forms are available at Town
Hall and on www.auburnguide.com.
Call (508) 832-7736 or e-mail kpappas@town.auburn.ma.us for more information or to have a registration form sent to you.
Fitness Classes –AHS
Mon & Wed-7-8:30 pm, Fri @6 pm throughout the summer. $6.00 drop in
or $30 month. Intermediate to advanced level. Great group work out with
our certified Trainer Jeff Zmayefski.
Water Color Painting
Camp Gleason, Tuesdays 9:30-12 pm. All level painters
Welcome in this great class. $15.00 per class. Call Beth at (413) 245-3295 for info.
P90X and Beach Body workouts
Auburn High School Cafeteria
Wednesdays: 7-8pm Free—All Levels Welcome
kdello@charter.net 508-729-2935
Co-ed Over 25 Pickup Basketball –AHS
Wednesdays 8:00-10:00pm. $5.00 outside under the lights at Auburn High School
court. Beginner/Intermediate competition
Hip Shaking Cardio
Tuesday 7:30 pm-8:30pm, all levels welcome Drop in $6.00 or $30 per month
Get fit and have fun with certified trainer Lin Hultgren
Sculpting & Strengthening
Auburn High School Tues & Thurs 6-7:15pm $30 per month or $6 drop in
Be Strong, stay healthy and get fit. Lin Hultgren lindamarie9@verizon.net.
Beginner Friendly.
Coed over 25 Soccer
Thursday nights starting June 21August 16 8-10:00 pm Under the lights AHS 8
weeks for 50.00 Drop in $6.00 RSVP early. 508-832-7736 Spots limited
Pakachoag Golf Course
If you’re new at golf and want to play in a league, local golf pro Jim Fenner of
Worcester has started a six-hole golf league for beginners at 5:30 p.m. Fridays at
Pakachoag Golf Course in Auburn. The greens fee is $12. Jim also plans to start a
women’s league at Pakachoag at 5:30 p.m. Mondays. To play in either league,
call Jim at (774) 242-6910.

Board and Commission Appointments
The following individuals were appointed to vacancies on Town boards, commissions and
committees. Additional appointments made after the date of this publication will be shown in
the next issue. Current vacancies are on the next page.
Congratulations and thank you for your service to the Town of Auburn!
By-Law Review Committee
Kenneth Charlton
Susan Weagle
Stephen Anderson
Mark Maas
Joseph Hamel
Paula Melican
CMRPC Advisory Board
Philip Joinville

Open Space Committee
Alexander Kulesa
John Anderson
Parks, Recreation, Cemetery Committee
Malory O’Brien
Sari Bitticks
Anita Tsantinis

Conservation Commission
Daniel Reich
Charles Olson
Michael Garland

Pappas Recreation Complex Oversight
Jeffrey Labonte

Council on Aging
Lillian Halpin
Roberta Briggs
Edward Binnall
Robert Breault

Planning Board
Wendy Steinhilber
Jonathon Weaver

Cultural Council
Lynn Robinson
Stefanie Fuller
Paul Beckwith

School Buildings Committee
James Bonofiglio
William Westerlind

Economic Development Committee
Jonathan Weaver
Anita Tsantinis
Tom Ashe

Sewer Commission
Mark LaPlante

Emergency Management Director
Roger Belhumeur
Finance Committee
Kevin Hussey
Ed Coleman
Kim Holstrom
Historic Commission
Mary Stepanski
Christopher Howland
Local Channel Committee
Joseph Hamel
James Bishop
Local Emergency Management Planning
Committee
William Coyle
Phil Maio
Stephen Coleman
William Waterman
Edward Kazanovicz
Ken Smith
Bruce Fant
Tony Pellegrino
Roberta Briggs
Christopher Hugo
Andrew Pelletier
Andrew Sluckis
Joseph Shenette
Municipal Scholarship Committee
Gerard Delongchamp
Amy Faber

Solid Waste Committee
Mark Binnall
Amy Sullivan
Virginia Shnee Marchant
Veteran’s Advisory Committee
Carl Westerman
Cynthia Blais
Francis Bujnowski
Richard Langevin
Wind Turbine and Alternative Energy Committee
David delaGordeniere
Jeff Mitchell
WRTA Advisory Board
Mark Binnall
Youth Commission
Norman LaFlash
Eleena B. Rioux-Olson
Zoning Board of Appeals
Richard Kusy
Robert Tatro

Board and Commission Vacancies (as of July 1, 2012)
The Town of Auburn encourages residents to become involved in town government
through participation on various boards, commissions and committees. Serving in this
capacity is an excellent way to contribute to the quality of life of the community and to
play an active role in local government.
We are seeking dedicated volunteers who are willing to commit their time and effort to
serve as members of these important boards, commissions and committees. Unless otherwise indicated, applicants must be residents of the Town of Auburn (unless otherwise noted) and must be registered voters. Applications are available on-line at the Town’s web
site at www.auburnguide.com or hard copies can be downloaded and completed applications sent to the Town Manager’s Office at 102 Central Street. Applications will be kept
on file for a period of one year. After one year, a new application must be submitted for
consideration.
The following Boards, Commissions and Committees have vacant seats (available seats in
parentheses) for which the Town is seeking applications from interested residents.
(2)

Dr. Arthur & Dr. Martha Pappas Recreation Complex Oversight Committee

(2)

Economic Development Committee

(3)

Historical Commission

(1)

Open Space Committee

(2)

Parks, Recreation, Cemetery Committee

(3)

Youth Commission

(1)

Zoning Board of Appeals

Citizen participation and volunteerism are critical to the community. Please apply today!

Question or comments? Contact us at townmgr@town.auburn.ma.us or call (508) 832-7720.
To subscribe to the quarterly municipal newsletter, The Auburn Account, visit our website to submit
an electronic sign-up form or click here. Our next edition will be released in October 2012.

