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The playground at the
Dr. Arthur and Dr. Martha Pappas Recreation
Complex will become a
reality with $80,000 in
state funding matched by
$130,000 in local donated funds.
The State Budget for FY15 includes $80,000 in funding for the
construction of the playground. The state funding will be combined with the money raised for the playground by the Friends
of the Pappas Recreation Complex, which raised $30,000
through numerous fundraising activities and events over the
past 18 months. The combined funds ($110,000) triggered a
matching grant from Dr. Arthur and Dr. Martha Pappas of
$100,000 to fully fund the playground project.
Both Senator Michael O. Moore and State Representative Paul
K. Frost filed budget amendments in the Spring in the Senate
and House versions of the budget, respectively, in the amount
of $80,000 for the construction of a handicap-accessible playground at the Dr. Arthur and Dr. Martha Pappas Recreation
Complex. Senator Moore and Representative Frost supported
the funding as it provided the necessary capital, in conjunction
with the $30,000 from the Friends of the Pappas Recreation
Complex, to trigger the Pappas’ matching grant challenge of
$100,000. The playground will benefit the Auburn community
for decades to come.
The Board of Selectmen graciously accepted the donation of
$30,000 from the Friends of the Pappas Recreation Complex
and the donation of $50,000 from Dr. Arthur and Dr. Martha
Pappas at their September 8, 2014 meeting.
(Continued on page 2.)
Sign up today to receive electronic communications and updates on a
variety of issues, including The Auburn Account, emergency and
road work updates from the Town of Auburn. Visit our web site at
www.auburnguide.com or click here to sign up now!
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In this issue…Road Reconstruction Updates, Middle School Project, Officer Kennedy Honored, Boston
Post Cane Award, Senior and Veterans Tax Work-Off Programs, Senior Center Programs, Flu Clinics,
Recreation and Culture Events, Library Renovations, Business News, and much more.

(Continued from page 1). The playground project has received approval from the Planning
Board and the Conservation Commission. The Town will work to prepare the bid package
and anticipates issuing a Request for Proposals (RFP) in the fall with construction to begin in
the spring of 2015.
The Town of Auburn is grateful to everyone who helped raise the funds needed to bring this
project to fruition. Thank you to Representative Paul Frost and Senator Michael Moore for
their advocacy on behalf of the Town of Auburn and for supporting the inclusion of the playground project in the House and Senate budgets. We also extend our gratitude to Dr. Arthur
and Dr. Martha Pappas for their generosity and philanthropy which has and will continue to
provide recreational and cultural opportunities for generations of Auburn residents. The
Town also thanks and acknowledges the hard work of the Friends of the Pappas Recreation
Complex for their commitment to the playground project and congratulates them on their
successful fundraising efforts.

News from the Town Clerk
Boston Post Cane Presentation
Clifford A. Granger was presented with a certificate and a
duplicate cane as the oldest resident of the Town of Auburn
on September 16, 2014. The criteria for receiving this honor
is that the resident be the oldest person listed on the census, an
active registered voter and have resided in Auburn for at least
10 years. The original cane was brought for people to view
and is on display at the Historical Museum.

John E. & Ethyl E. Riley Outstanding Citizenship Award Nominations
Nominations are currently being accepted for the John E. & Ethel E. Riley Outstanding Citizenship Award. Deadline is Monday, October 27, 2014 at 4:00PM. Nominations should include reasons why a person being nominated has been an outstanding Citizen and made life for Auburn
residents better. Submit to Riley Award Committee, c/o Ellen C. Gaboury, Town Clerk, 104 Central St., Auburn, MA 01501.
History
The John E. & Ethel E. Riley Outstanding Citizenship Award was created in 1976 to honor the
Riley’s for their contribution to serving and making life for Auburn Citizens better. John served as
the Town Clerk from 1922 to 1952 and Ethel served as an Assistant for many years.

State Election November 4, 2014
Voting is held at the Auburn High School Gym for all precincts. Polls are open
from 7:00AM to 8:00PM.

ANNUAL TOWN CENSUS
Annual Town Census will be mailed out to all residents the beginning of January 2015.
Please sign and return to the Town Clerk’s Office.
Dog licenses may be paid for and mailed in with the census. A late fee of $10.00 is charged
for any dog not licensed the previous year in addition to the license fee. Fees are unaltered
dogs $20.00 and spay/neutered dogs $15.00.

Employee Spotlight
The Town of Auburn welcomes Mignonne Murray to the Lorraine
Gleick Nordgren Senior Center as its new director! Mignonne began
as the senior center director on August 6th.
Prior to coming to Auburn, Mignonne was the Assistant Director and
Program Developer for the Division of Human Services and the
Council on Aging in Natick, where she worked for four
years. Among her extensive responsibilities, she was responsible for
coordinating and scheduling all programs at the Natick CommunitySenior Center, scheduling and managing all building rentals, supervising a staff of 12-15 program instructors, and ensuring compliance with all program guidelines. She prepared grant
applications and administered grants for the Community-Senior Center. Prior to her position
with the Natick COA/Community-Senior Center, Mignonne was a Manager of a housing development for adults 55 and older in Wales, UK. Previous to that, she was a Resident Services Coordinator at the Newton Housing Authority where she coordinated social services for
low income elderly and disabled individuals and families.
Mignonne has a Bachelor’s Degree in Sociology from Wheaton College where she graduated
with several academic honors and a Master’s Degree in Public Administration from Framingham State College. Mignonne is CPR and First Aid certified by the American Heart Association and recently completed the new director workshop at the Massachusetts Council on Aging annual conference.
Welcome to Auburn and to the Lorraine Gleick Nordgren Senior Center, Mignonne!
Best Wishes to Adam Burney on his new position as Town Planner in Lunenburg. Adam
has been the Town Planner in Auburn for the past seven years. In 2011 he became the Assistant Director of the Department of Development and Inspectional Services and became the
Director of the department in 2012. Adam will be missed!
Darlene Coyle, Director of Public Health, has been appointed Acting Director of the Department of Development and Inspectional Services in the interim period following Adam’s departure during which time the
Town will advertise and seek to fill Adam’s vacant position.
Congratulations to Chris Lund, building inspector, on his
new position in West Boylston. Chris has been acting building commissioner since July.

Congratulations to Call Lieutenant Ray Godaire on his retirement from the Auburn Fire and Rescue Department. Lt.
Godaire has served as a call officer for the Town for 43
years! The Town wishes Ray all the best in his well deserved retirement!

PUBLIC SAFETY NEWS
Roundtable Discussions
Fire Rescue Chief Stephen Coleman had
the privilege to sit as a panelist for a
roundtable discussion on the integration of
social media into municipal government.
The forum was held on Wednesday September 24th and was hosted by Virtual
Towns & Schools at the Beachwood Hotel
in Worcester. The panel was moderated by
Lisa Kalner Williams , Senior SM Strategist from CM Social. Those in attendance at the conference were Town Managers, IT
Professionals, Public Safety Officials and other leaders in municipal government.

Water Supply Drill
On Sunday
September
28th
the
Auburn
Fire Rescue
Department
participated
in a water
supply drill at Worcester Regional Airport in conjunction with Massport. Other
participating
departments
included
Worcester, Leicester, Spencer, Holden,
and Rutland. The drill was part of the
airport’s large scale emergency plan and
is exercised on an annual basis.

Fitness Festival

On Saturday September 27th the AFRD
participated in the Fitness Festival at the
Bryn Mawr School.

WINTER IS COMING! Sign up for CODE RED to receive your weather and emergency related information.
Visit the town’s website at auburnguide.com to register.

SCBA Units
In the month of September the AFRD placed into
service 38 new Self Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) that was purchased through a
$344,000 federal grant. This equipment replaces
the department’s twenty year old SCBA units.

Officer Brian Kennedy Awarded Police Commendation Medal and
President’s Award
On June 12, 2014 at approximately noontime, the Auburn Police Department received a 911 call reporting a man collapsed on the front lawn of a residence on
School Street. The caller, a neighbor, reported the individual was cutting the lawn at
the time of collapse but was unsure of the exact address of the emergency.
As the information was broadcast by dispatch, Officer Brian Kennedy radioed that he
was in the area and responding. Officer Kennedy began his search at the address given by the reporting caller, however, no one was located. As he continued his search
of neighboring yards, Officer Kennedy radioed that he had located the individual in
some bushes slumped over a lawn mower. Officer Kennedy next pulled the individual from the bushes and quickly determined that he was not breathing and had no
pulse. Officer Kennedy immediately initiated CPR updating responding paramedics.
Officer Kennedy continued with his lifesaving efforts until paramedics arrived and
took over care of the patient.
The patient was transported by ambulance to the hospital where he received additional cardiac care, undergoing several heart related procedures over the following
weeks. He has a positive prognosis for the future largely due to the initial lifesaving
efforts performed by Officer Kennedy.
In recognition for his actions, Police Chief Andrew Sluckis awarded Officer Kennedy the Police Commendation Medal. This medal is awarded to an individual for an
outstanding act that brings honor and recognition to the individual officer and Department alike.
In addition, Officer Kennedy was nominated for and received the President’s Award
at the 35th Annual Massachusetts Coalition of Police Convention held in September.
Congratulations Officer Brian Kennedy!

Auburn Middle School Update by Superintendent Dr. Maryellen Brunelle
Lao Tzu said, “A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step”
and how true those words ring with regard to the new Auburn Middle
School that is under construction on West Street. It was on May 5, 2011
– 1,000+ days ago - when the Auburn Town Meeting Members, through
their near-unanimous support, set the School Building Committee on its
Final steel beam is securely put in place journey of building this state-of-the-art
educational facility. As we all know, though, there was much work that
happened behind the scenes and in the years prior to that, which brought
us to that day and to all who were involved throughout the years—we
include you in a hearty THANK YOU!
North classroom wing, wrapped in
vapor barrier with precast masonry

With the feasibility study completed and countless meetings and discus- being installed
sions having been held, the SBC then worked diligently with the architects
and Owner’s Project Manager (OPM) to shift to design development, ultimately receiving approval from
Auburn’s Town Meeting Members and then Auburn’s voters to build a new Auburn Middle School in
May of 2013. Since then and continuing forward, there is not a day that goes by that forward progress
isn’t made on this project, an update of that being included below.
Since the last update, the Topping Off Ceremony was held on August 14 th and prior to that official ceremony, the final beam was made available for all interested Auburn students, families and community
members to sign. This event marked another important milestone in this project and was well attended
by many, including Senator Michael Moore, Representative Paul Frost, a representative of the MSBA, as
well as the Town’s and school department’s administration and numerous students and families.
Wednesday mornings are host to our weekly construction meetings, with representatives from Skanska
(Owner’s Project Manager), Lamoureux-Pagano (architects) and Fontaine (construction managers) in
attendance and providing updates, along with Chris Lund, Auburn’s Interim Building Inspector and
several school department representatives: Mr. Joe Fahey; Director of Facilities; Mr. Howie Barber,
Business Manager; Mr. Joe Gagnon, Auburn Middle School Principal; and
Maryellen Brunelle, Superintendent. Progress on the construction is presented by Mr. Bill Faneuf, Fontaine’s Building Superintendent on the AMS
project, and numerous items are reviewed. At the conclusion of each meeting, a question is asked and answered, “Are we on time and on budget?” and
the answer remains “Yes and Yes.”
Exterior framing at band classroom

In addition, subcommittee meetings continue to be held to make color choices and select finishes, as
well as desks, chairs, technology, telephones and specialty equipment
for the music, art, physical education and other programs/areas. The
decisions regarding the FF&E budget (furniture, fixtures and equipment), will continue to be made over the next several months as our
goal is to have a fully equipped school ready for our students in the
fall of 2015.
Interior of Gymnasium

(Continued on next page)

(Continued from previous page.) The School Building Committee (SBC) oversees this entire project and
they meet at least monthly, discussing options, making decisions and approving invoices for work that
has been completed. In addition, the SBC is overseeing the expansion of West Street to include a sidewalk from the school’s entrance to Route 12 and a turning lane into the school campus, this as required
by the Auburn Planning Board. As with each facet of this construction project, the end goals of student
achievement and student safety remain a top priority.
In terms of construction, if you’ve not already done so, I would encourage you to drive by West Street
and/or drive into the Masonic Circle as you will undoubtedly be impressed with the progress! The structural steel is complete, the initial layer of driveway and parking lots is in, with the roofing, masonry and
interior classroom wing framing having been started and well underway. All of the concrete floors have
been poured and the rough-ins for mechanical, electrical and fire protection have likewise been started.
As the many photos depict, forward progress is made daily. To get a “birds’ eye view,” visit the APS
website at www.auburn.k12.ma.us and click on the link in the left-side navigation column titled, “Middle
School Project.” Once there, click on “Middle School Project Site Camera.” The images change twice
daily: once in the morning and then again later in the day.
Alex Noble said, “Success is not a place at which one arrives but rather the spirit with which one undertakes and continues the journey.” While the journey of building a new Auburn Middle School is not
quite over, there continues to be much for the Auburn community to celebrate, the ultimate goal being
this educational facility’s completion in the summer of 2015, ready to accept Auburn’s sixth, seventh and
eighth graders in the fall of 2015.
Sincere thanks are extended once again to the members of the School Building Committee; Chairperson
Mark Imse; Vice Chair-person Wayne Page; and members, listed alphabetically, Lonn Beaudin, Jim Bonofiglio, Joe Fahey, Rene Gibree, Bob Grossman, Paul Marrone, Joe Miller, Bob Murray, Mike Sampson,
Jeff Slomski and Bill Westerlind, along with non-voting members: Howie Barber, Joe Gagnon, Julie
Jacobson, Ed Kazanovicz and Maryellen Brunelle.
Know that the investment that the entire Auburn community has made in this building project – as well as
its investment in the Auburn Public Schools, in general – continues to be greatly appreciated! As a District, we will continue to work to earn your trust and support...THANK YOU!

Classroom Corridor

Cafeteria

Classroom

Town Seeks Volunteers to Serve on Elementary School
Re-Use/Disposition Advisory Group
Town Manager Julie Jacobson announced that she will be forming an Elementary School Re-Use/
Disposition Advisory Group to look at the possible disposition and/or re-use options, as well as the
financial impacts to the annual budget, for the Mary D. Stone School and the Julia Bancroft
School in anticipation of those properties being declared surplus by the Auburn School Committee.
The Auburn School Master Plan Team, created by the Auburn School Committee, recommended
to re-use the current Middle School facility on Swanson Road to house grades 3 through 5 once
the new Auburn Middle School opens on West Street. The School Committee accepted the recommendations of the Master Plan Team which included the recommendation to continue to use the
Bryn Mawr School and the Pakachoag School to educate the District’s grades K through 2 students. Once those transitions occur, the School Committee will consider what to do with the Mary
D. Stone School and the Julia Bancroft School as it seems they may no longer be needed as educational facilities.
The opening of the new Middle School on West Street is anticipated to occur at the beginning of
the academic school year in 2015. Thus, it is expected that the current Middle School on Swanson
Road will be open for District’s grades 3 through 5 students in the fall of 2015, following a renovation project which will be funded through a grant from the Massachusetts School Building Authority (MSBA), as well as the strategic use of Capital Improvement Program (CIP) funds. If
these construction and renovation projects are completed on schedule, then the Mary D. Stone
Elementary School and the Julia Bancroft Elementary School would be likely closed some time
following the end of the academic year in the summer of 2015.
Once the School Committee votes to declare the Mary D. Stone and Julia Bancroft Schools surplus, then the town administration can make recommendations to the Board of Selectmen for their
respective re-use or disposition. The purpose of the Elementary School Re-Use/Disposition Advisory Group is to look at the feasibility of either re-using one or both of these properties or selling
the properties through a public disposition process in accordance with State law. The Advisory
Group will also look at the financial impacts of closing these two schools with respect to ongoing
maintenance and repair of the properties until such time that the schools are either sold or repurposed for another municipal use. The Advisory Group will then present their recommendations
to the Town Manager for consideration and discussion with the Board of Selectmen.
It is anticipated to have a seven member Elementary School Re-Use/Disposition Advisory Group
which will consist of the following members:
1
1
1
1
1
2

Board of Selectmen member
School Committee member
FinCom member
School Department representative
Director of Development and Inspectional Services
Neighborhood residents, preferably from each of the neighborhoods in which the Mary
D. Stone and Julia Bancroft Elementary Schools are located.

If you are interested in serving on the Elementary School Re-Use/Disposition Advisory Group,
please fill out an application – which can be completed and submitted on the Town’s web site at
www.auburnguide.com or contact the Town Manager’s Office at 508.832.7720. Please provide a
brief description of your background and any skills or knowledge you have for consideration.
Those residents with experience or knowledge in property management, architecture, engineering,
building rehabilitation or construction are encouraged to apply.

Independence Day Celebration Lights Up The Sky
The 2014 Independence Day celebration, held at the Dr. Arthur
and Dr. Martha Pappas Recreation Complex, delighted attendees of all ages. An estimated crowd of over 6,000 attendees enjoyed music, food, vendors, games and rides, topped
off by a spectacular fireworks display. The event was originally scheduled for July 3rd but was postponed until July 6th due to
the prediction of heavy rains and thunder storms. Sunday, July
6th was a beautiful day, with plenty of sun, fair skies and low humidity – a perfect day to celebrate
the birth of this great nation.
This year’s event included a tribute to Auburn’s history as “Flag Town USA”, a designation which
President Eisenhower officially declared in 1957 after Auburn veteran and resident Earle Standring, Sr., a member of the Chester P. Tuttle Post American Legion, Auburn Rotary Club, Auburn
Elks and Knights of Columbus, along with the Boy Scout Explorers, lobbied for the Flag Town
USA designation and to encourage every house to fly Old Glory. To honor these efforts and Auburn’s designation as Flag Town USA, a community photo was taken by resident John Anderson
of the Auburn Daily News in front of the performance pavilion during the Independence Day
events as 1,000 American flags were distributed to attendees. Earl Standring’s grandson and great
granddaughter joined officials on stage for the commemoration as the band played “God Bless
America”.
The Outriggers band performed at the Riley-Pappas Pavilion throughout the evening while vendors
provided plenty of options for food and refreshments as well as retail purchases. In addition to the
train rides and amusement rides, new this year was a popular rock climbing wall and race car track.
Free WRTA shuttle buses ran continuously bringing attendees to and from the Auburn Mall and
the Pappas Complex.
The Town of Auburn wishes to extend its sincere gratitude to our sponsors and partners: the
Worcester Regional Transit Authority (WRTA), the Auburn Mall, Hometown Bank, and the area
churches and organizations that provided auxiliary parking.

Town Pays Tribute to Flag Town USA
This year’s Independence Day event at the Dr. Arthur and Dr.
Martha Pappas Recreation Complex included a tribute to Auburn’s history as “Flag Town USA”.
In 1957, President Eisenhower officially declared Auburn Flag
Town USA after Auburn veteran and resident Earle Standring,
Sr., who was a member of the Chester P. Tuttle Post American
Legion, the Auburn Rotary Club, the Auburn Elks and the
Knights of Columbus, along with the Boy Scout Explorers,
lobbied the President for the Flag Town USA designation. It was Earl Standring’s goal to encourage every house in Auburn to fly Old Glory, an effort that was supported by the Boy Scout Explorers, the Chester P. Tuttle Post American Legion, and the Board of Selectmen in 1957.
To honor these efforts and recognize Auburn’s designation as Flag Town USA, a community photo
was taken by resident John Anderson of the Auburn Daily News in front of the performance pavilion during the concert at this year’s Independence Day celebration. The Town provided 1,000
American flags which were distributed to attendees who stood in front of the Riley-Pappas Pavilion
for the photo. Earl Standring’s grandson and great granddaughter joined officials on stage for the
commemoration as the band played “God Bless America”.

Lorraine Gleick Nordgren Senior Center
and Elder Affairs News
Senior Citizen Real Estate Tax Work-Off Abatement Program
The Town of Auburn is now accepting applications for the Senior Citizen Real Estate Tax Work-Off
Abatement Program. Senior citizens over the age of 60 may perform work for the Town in exchange for
an abatement of up to $1,000 per fiscal year towards their real estate property tax. To be eligible: 1) you
must be 60 years of age as of July 1, 2014, 2) you must be the assessed owner of the taxed property, 3)
your annual income must be less than $30,000 if single or $35,000 if married, and 4) your assets cannot
exceed $50,000 (excluding the home in which you reside and the car you regularly drive).
Applications are available at the Lorraine Gleick Nordgren Senior Center, 4 Goddard Drive or by calling
the Senior Center at 508-832-7799. Applications are due back at the Senior Center by Wednesday, October 15th at the close of business.
If you have any questions, please call the Senior Center or Mignonne Murray, Executive Director of the
Senior Center/Elder Affairs at 508-832-7799.

Upcoming Programs this Fall at the Auburn Senior Center
Fall Pie Social
Monday, October 20th at 1:00pm
Join us for a slice of the season with a piece of pie. Sponsored by Life Care Center of Auburn.
Please RSVP to 508-832-799 in advance.

Living Well with Hearing Loss
Wednesday, October 29th at 10:30am
Worcester State University graduate student clinicians in Speech-Language-Hearing Center
will discuss: common causes of hearing loss, strategies to enhance communication, how to
communicate effectively with a person with hearing loss and answer questions. Please RSVP
to 508-832-7799 if you plan on attending.

Senator Mike Moore’s Turkey Lunch for Seniors
Monday, November 17th at 11:45am
Auburn Senior Center
Pre-registration is required, 508-832-7799.

Transportation Series - Upcoming presentations from the RMV and AAA
MassDOT Registry of Motor Vehicles to Present Shifting Gears Program
Tuesday, November 25th at 10:30am
Join Michele Ellicks, Community Outreach Coordinator for the Registry of Motor Vehicles
(RMV), at the Auburn Senior Center, for an hour-long program entitled, “Shifting Gears.”
Ms. Ellicks will discuss issues facing senior drivers, the Commonwealth’s rules of the road,
recent changes that have taken place at the RMV, as well as the warning signs of unsafe driving. She will also share the requirements to apply for a handicap placard or plate as well as a
Massachusetts identification card; the most recent research concerning mature drivers and
alternative forms of transportation. Learn what’s available in your community.
Portions of the program have been featured on WCVB-TV’s “Chronicle” as well as in the
Boston Globe, Patriot Ledger, and Springfield Union News. In July 2000, the program received the Outstanding Public Service Safety Award by the American Association of Motor
Vehicle Administrators.

Older and Wiser Driver
Wednesday, December 3rd at 1:00pm
Join AAA Southern New England’s Traffic Safety Educator, Diana Imondi Dias for is a sixty minute program addressing the physical changes seniors should consider in maintaining safe driving
skills. This workshop discusses the reasons our driving skills deteriorate as we age and ways we
can accommodate or overcome these changes. This program will also discuss winter weather in
New England and how to adapt our driving and our vehicles to sometimes dangerous road conditions. Free educational materials are provided. Please call to register 508-832-7799.
Be Wise. Be Informed. Be a Savvy Consumer.
Thursday, December 4th at 10:00 am
BBB will help you learn how to be a smart online shopper and some steps you can take to protect
your identity and avoid fraud. Please call to sign up 508-832-7799.
Introducing….. MONDAY MOVIES at the Auburn Senior Center
Monday Movies at 1:00pm
October 6th – Philomena
October 13 & 20th - No movie
October 27th – Hocus Pocus
November 3 – Lee Daniels’ The Butler
For more information about the movies being offered or future showings please call 508-832-7799.
Great Courses on DVD played on the big screen TV
Turning Points in American History - Fridays at 10:00am
Turning Points in American History is your chance to relive the most powerful and groundbreaking moments in the fascinating story of the United States of America. Masterful historian and dynamic Professor Edward T. O'Donnell of College of the Holy Cross, offers you a different perspective on the sweeping narrative of U. S. history. Spanning the arrival of the first English colonists to
the chaos of the Civil War to the birth of the computer age and beyond, this course is a captivating
and comprehensive tour of those particular moments in the story of America, after which the nation would never be the same again. Please call for more information, 508-832-7799.

Aging Mastery Program® – Financial Management Series
The National Council on Aging has chosen the Auburn Senior Center as one
of three senior centers in the country to pilot a new financial education component of a program called the Aging Mastery Program®. Join us on Mondays, November 3, 10, and 17 at 10:00am to help us provide feedback on the
program development and learn more about money management, avoiding
scams, and planning for the future.
From the Aging Mastery Program®, you will
 Be empowered to make and maintain small but impactful changes for a more financially
secure future.
 Master the skills to protect yourself from scams, to set feasible financial goals and budget
wisely, and to plan comprehensively.
 Learn more about financial topics, track data about improvements you made, and earn
points that can be redeemed for real rewards!
Please call 508-832-7799 to learn more and sign up to join the program. Registrations required
in advance. Limited space available.

Fuel Assistance Information
Worcester Community Action Council LIHEAP Program: Gross income for an individual cannot exceed $32,065/year or $41,932/year for a two person household. Fuel assistance is available from November 1st through April 30th, subject to available funding
from the state and federal governments. To qualify, you must provide copies of your
household income, as well as a recent fuel bill (oil, gas, electric, etc.) with the applicant's
name on the bill. For more information on this program, please call WCAC at 508-7541176.
Massachusetts Good Neighbor Energy Fund (Salvation Army): Available to any Massachusetts resident who, because of temporary financial difficulty, cannot meet a month's
energy expense and is not eligible for state or federal energy assistance (must be over income). At this time, the agency has no funding and they are not currently accepting applications. Funding usually becomes available in December. Please call them at 1-800-3343047 to check on when they may be accepting applications.
Keeping Auburn Warm: This is a local non-profit group which provides a limited
amount of fuel assistance to folks who qualify. Applications are accepted after January 1,
unless there is an emergency. Send completed application to Keep Auburn Warm, PO Box
222, Auburn, MA 01501. For more information, please call Wayne Page at 508-832-3581.
Energy Discount Programs offer discounted fuel and service. Mass Energy Consumer
Alliance has no income limitations. The membership fee can be as low as $10/year for
individuals age 60 and over (free for those on fuel assistance from WCAC). For more
information, call 1-800-287-3950.
Citizen's Energy: The Citizen's Energy Oil
Heat Program has in the past provided a limited amount of oil to low income and elderly
households. For information or to submit an
application, please call 1-877-JOE-4-OIL (1877-563-4645).

MEDICARE OPEN ENROLLMENT UPDATE MEETING
MEDICARE OPEN ENROLLMENT UPDATE MEETING IS COMING
SOON ...
At this meeting we will be discussing your options for MEDICARE IN 2015. We will be
reviewing changes to MEDICARE Health Plans, we will also talk about MEDICARE Part
D coverage and how it works. Finally we will speaking about programs that may be available to assist you with some or all of your MEDICARE costs. Please call the Senior Center at 508.832.7799 to find out the location of a meeting near your home. Then call and
reserve a space for this important meeting.
Remember: MEDICARE Open Enrollment is from October 15 th to December 7th. YOU
MUST MAKE ANY CHANGES TO YOUR PLAN BY DECEMBER 7th. If you have
any questions call us at 1-800-AGE-INFO/1-800-243-4636 option 3 or call the direct
line at 508-422-9931.

DON’T IGNORE YOUR MEDICARE MAIL!!
It’s that time of year again! If you have a Medicare Prescription Drug Plan or a
Medicare Advantage Plan (HMO, PPO), you should have received information
from your plan by the end of September. It is important to understand and save this
information because it explains any changes in your plan for 2015.
During the annual Medicare Open Enrollment (October 15 - December 7), you will
have a chance to CHANGE your plan for next year. SHINE Counselors can help
you understand your plan changes, as well as other options you may have. Make
your SHINE appointment early!
“SHINE’S MEDICARE AND MORE” PROGRAM
The Central MASS SHINE Program is now sponsoring a monthly cable tv program
called SHINE’s MEDICARE AND MORE”. This program is designed to educate and
update MEDICARE beneficiaries and their families on MEDICARE and other programs that can assist you with your health insurance needs.
Trained SHINE (Serving Health Information Needs of Everyone) volunteers can help
you! They offer free, unbiased, confidential counseling on all aspects of health insurance to anyone on Medicare. Call the Auburn Senior Center for your appointment,
508-832-7799. You can also call 1-800-AGE-INFO (1-800-243-4636), then press or
say 3. Once you get the SHINE answering machine, leave your name and number. A
volunteer will call you back.

Billing, Exemptions, and Discounts...
Important Dates from the Treasurer/Collector and Assessor’s Office
Tax bills will be mailed for October 1st and payable without interest by November 3 rd
The Assessor’s Office is now taking applications for exemption for the Fiscal Year 2015 tax
bills. Qualified applicants may include seniors over 68, surviving spouses, veterans with war
related disabilities and their surviving spouses, and the legally blind. If you feel you may qualify you may contact the assessor’s office at (508) 832 -7708 for further information. In order
for your exemption to be reflected on the January 1st installment of your tax bill we must receive your application no later than December 1st.
If file with us annually and did not get your new application in the mail please let us know to
send you a new one.
Please remember, if you received an exemption last year you must file an application annually to continue to receive your exemption.
Valuations for the upcoming fiscal year will be available on the Auburn Maps OnLine and
Assessing Data website mid-November. As always, we encourage you to download your
property record card and review it to avoid any potential errors in your property’s assessment.
We are in the process of preparing applications and information for the new Veterans Workoff Program. Until we have this information available online, please don’t hesitate to call us
with any questions you may have.

News from the Division of Public Health
Flu Prevention
The seasons are changing quickly and flu prevention has started
here at the Auburn Board of Health. We have scheduled our Senior
Flu Clinic as well as our Public Flu Clinic this month; please see
the clinic schedule enclosed in this newsletter.
Now is the time to get your flu vaccine to give yourself the best
chance to fight the influenza virus. The CDC has put forth 3 Actions to Fight Flu which are summarized below and we encourage
you to follow these advisements to prevent influenza from happening to you or your loved ones.
CDC’s Take 3 Actions to Fight the Flu
1. Take time to get a flu vaccine
The most important step in preventing against flu viruses is to get a flu vaccine. Remember
that high risk groups such as those with chronic health conditions, like asthma, diabetes or
heart and lung disease and of course, seniors age 65 and older should be getting vaccinated
early in the flu season.
2. Take everyday preventative actions to stop the spread of germs
Try to avoid close contact with individuals that are already sick, and if you develop a flu-like
illness, seek medical care and limit contact with others as much as possible to keep from
spreading infection. Wash your hands often with soap and water when available, or use a
hand sanitizer if you are in a situation where you can’t immediately get to a sink. Follow steps
to keep your environment clean and free of germs and viruses. Remember to wipe down and
disinfect commonly touched surfaces to prevent the transfer of possible viruses. Be sure to
always cover coughs or sneezes, because droplets can travel in the air and infect someone else.
If you feel ill or have that “feeling” that you are coming down with something, stay home and
get the rest you need.
3. Take antiviral drugs if your doctor prescribes them.
Antivirals drugs can make illness milder and shorten the time you are sick. They also may
prevent serious flu complications. Always follow your doctor’s instructions for taking these
drugs.
Our goal during this flu season is to protect public health and get as many individuals vaccinated as possible. We want to be sure that everyone who wants to get a flu vaccine receives
one. Therefore, we have taken a proactive approach to try to make is as convenient as we can,
by offering many public clinics in a variety of different atmospheres.
If you have not gotten vaccinated yet and you are in need of a flu shot, please contact our office and we will connect you with our next clinic. The Board of Health office telephone number is 508-832-7703. Keep yourself and your loved ones healthy and get vaccinated!

BUG OFF!
On September 26, 2014, town employees from DPW, Building
Department and Board of Health attended an informational
training for the Asian Longhorn Beetle (ALB) Eradication
Program. This class is offered annually to the Town of Auburn through the Department of Conservation and Recreation
(DCR) and United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)
in an effort to disseminate education about this invasive pest
that is killing many species of hardwood trees.
The ALB is believed to have originally come to the United
States from Asia and transported in shipping crates back in the
late nineteen ninety’s, and was first noticed in the neighboring Worcester area in 2008. Auburn has a portion of land that is an identified quarantine zone, also known as regulated area.
In this area, authorities inspect host trees for signs of ALB infestation; they control treatments of the non-infested trees to reduce beetle populations and remove any infested or atrisk trees. All these activities are done in an effort to eradicate this harmful beetle. Additionally, any handling of wood materials is strictly regulated through both Federal & State regulations to prevent the spread of the ALB.
The educators from DCR and USDA showed our employees how to identify the ALB and
differentiate all the look-a-like bugs and explained the regulated activities in the quarantine
zones. Recognizing the signs of the ALB helps us take the necessary steps to control the
spread of this beetle and save trees. The eventual, hopeful goal is to completely eradicate the
ALB from our area.
If you have questions about the ALB or the regulations that govern activities surrounding the
insect, you can contact the ALB Program at 1-866-702-9938 or locally here in Auburn at the
DPW at 508-832-7814 or the Board of Health at 508-832-7703.

On the Road…. DPW
Roadway Construction
Work on the Town’s 2013/2014 Roadway
Construction contract was completed this
summer by the Town’s contractor P.J.
Albert, Inc. The roads resurfaced through
this contract were “A” Street, Colonial
Road, Gilbert Way, Hampton Street, Idlewood Drive, Little Drive, Maria Avenue,
Mill Street, Millbury Street, Sword Street,
and West Street.

Millbury St prior to reconstruction

The Town’s Engineering Division is currently preparing the next contract for the 2015 construction season. The following roadways have been chosen for the upcoming contract:
Street
Location
Bay Ridge Rd
Ravine Dr to Alpine Trail
Brook Road
Rockland Rd to end
Burnett Street
Rochdale St to Worcester City Line
Curtis Street
Upland St to No. 33 Curtis St
Federal Hill Road Old Meeting House Rd to Condo Complex
George Street
Stone St to South St
Goulding Drive
Midstate Dr to end
Grove Street
Stone St to end
Heritage Drive
Old Meetinghouse Rd to Appleton Rd
Hickory Lane
Arrowhead Ave to Saratoga Rd
Highland Street
Auburn St to Pearl St
Jefferson Drive
Mt View Ave to end
Karen Avenue
Burnett St to Lorna Dr
Lorna Drive
Rochdale St to John William Dr
Mount View Ave Arrowhead Ave to end
Munger Drive
Arrowhead Ave to end
Ravine Drive
Shore Dr to Alpine Trail
Sara Drive
Lorna Dr to Lorna Dr
Shore Drive
Woodland Rd to No. 50 Shore Dr
Stone Street
Elm St to South St
Westlund Ave
Harrison Ave to Westlund Ave Extension
Wethered Street
Highland St to Rockland Rd

Town Clean Up
As part of a cooperative project between the DPW and the Worcester County Sheriff’s Office, trash was picked up along sides of roads throughout Auburn. Not only
will this project help to keep Auburn clean, it will contribute to the Town’s compliance with the Environmental Protection Agency’s NPDES permit.

Auburn Police Station Windows

The Department of Public Works Facility Maintenance Division has completed the work of replacing
the windows at the Police Station. The vinyl
framed windows, which were approved by Town
Meeting, were installed in place of the older deteriorated wood framed windows. The project provides
greater efficiency with respect to heating/cooling of the station.

Central Street Gas Main
As part of a collaborative project, The Town
of Auburn and R.H. White, Inc. have installed
a gas main along Central Street, from Central
Square to the Auburn Town Hall. Top course
pavement within the trench is expected to be
placed in October. The new gas main will
allow the Town Hall, Merriam Building, R.H.
White, Inc. as well as the residents abutting
this section of Central Street to connect,
providing a cost effective alternative for a
more energy efficient fuel source.

Drainage Improvements
The Highway Division of the DPW has been hard at work
maintaining and improving the Town’s drainage infrastructure. As part of the work the crews have been rebuilding
catch basins, replacing deteriorated or clogged pipes, and
clearing out detention basins. This much needed work will
help the drainage system work as intended and will help
prevent flooding of roads and properties in the future.

RECREATION AND CULTURE
Movie Night “Frozen”
Auburn Recreation and Culture sponsored a movie night at
Pappas Recreation Complex. We showed the movie “Frozen”
and gave out free popcorn and, thanks to Southbridge Savers
Bank, bottled water for the event. It was a beautiful night and
we had a wonderful crowd to enjoy the show. The community came out with blankets and chairs and had a picnic. We
estimated over 500 people in attendance. Thank you all for
coming out to join us for this new event! We are working on
having additional movie nights in the summer of 2015!

Business News and Information...
Former Scavone Property Sold
The site of the former Scavone property, located at 121 Southbridge Street, will become the new headquarters for C&M Tree & Landscape, owned by Christopher
Lizewski, the successful bidder for the property.
On March 10, 2014 the Town issued a Request
for Proposals (RFP) to solicit bids for the purchase and re-use of the long vacant property,
known as “the former Scavone property”. The
sole bid was opened on May 15th and evaluated
to determine whether it was qualified per the
criteria and whether the re-use proposal was
advantageous to the Town. As a result, the Town awarded the bid to C&M Tree &
Landscape, a full-service landscape and tree company specializing in commercial
landscape and maintenance.
C&M Tree & Landscape has been in business for 18 years. The company employs 5
full-time and 20 seasonal employees. Polar Beverages, Reliant Medical and Atlas
Distributors are among its corporate Auburn customers. While C&M specializes in
commercial landscape and maintenance, the company may expand to include a retail
component in the future.
The Town of Auburn had taken the property by Tax Title in 2001. A Phase I environmental study was conducted on the property, an Upgradient MADEP Regulated
Site, which indicated potential contamination. The property was sold “as is” with the
buyer taking on the responsibility of any environmental remediation required. The
purchase price was $50,001.00.
C&M plans to rehabilitate both buildings
located on the property which will house
their headquarters. The garage building
will be used for equipment storage and
repair, while the house that is located in
the back of the property will be utilized as
for office space and a sales area. It is anticipated that the rehabilitation work will
be completed approximately 6 months after closing, which took place in mid-August.
The sale of this vacant property to a private company, which will put the property
back on the tax rolls, will have positive economic impact on the Town, including the
generation of new tax revenues, visual improvements to the property, and bringing an
experienced business and its employees into Auburn.
We welcome Christopher Lizewski and C&M Tree & Landscape to Auburn!

Worcester Envelope Receives Safety and
Health Achievement Recognition Program Flag
Worcester Envelope of Auburn was awarded a Safety and Health Achievement
Recognition Program (SHARP) flag by Massachusetts Labor and Workforce Development Secretary Rachel Kaprielian. The company was awarded the SHARP flag in
recognition of its injury and illness prevention program in the workplace. Worcester
Envelope is one of only thirteen companies in the state to receive the flag this year.
Worcester Envelope, located at 22 Millbury Street, has 150 employees in 180,000
square feet of space. Worcester Envelope, a family-owned and operated company,
opened in 1893. The company produces approximately 2 billion envelopes annually
with annual sales of $45 million. The company has invested in new state-of-the-art
equipment which enables them to be more efficient and to expand their product
lines.
Congratulations to Worcester Envelope on receiving this recognition for health and
safety!

News from the Auburn Public Library
Library Renovation
The Library is getting a facelift!
From October 9 – October 27, the main library building will be closed due to
renovations. During this time, the Library will offer limited hours and limited
services including checkout of new materials, book returns and hold pickups.
Library services will be held in garage, located in the back of the building.
Call the library or check the website for more information.
Amnesty Fine
Thursdays
October 16th & 23rd
Visit us in the garage and return all your overdue
materials from Auburn Public Library. Fines will be
waived for all returned materials that belong to the
Library.

UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE AUBURN LIBRARY
September 25, 7:00 pm:
Color Scape with Lou Pingitore
Innovative abstract expressionist photographer, Pingitore will present his work along
with musical guests Dennis Sullivan (vibraphones), Penpa Tsering (flute), and Obrogaio (keyboards), followed by a short film featuring
Pingitore’s work. Prints will
be available for sale during the evening, with a portion of the
funds
going to benefit the Friends of the Library.
October 9-27:
Library Renovation
See previous page for details.
October 29, 6:30 pm:
Ghostly Photographs
Julie Griffin will talk about her true experiences as a paranormal photographer. She
will show examples of her photographs as well as discuss her photography techniques.
November 3, 6:30 pm:
Somewhere in the Western Pacific
Worcester native Marie Sturdevant will discuss her recent book based on letters her
WWII veteran father wrote during the time he served in the US Army Air Corps. Sgt
Sven Lous Sandstrom was “an ordinary man living in extraordinary times.”
November 10, 7:00 pm: Facebook Basics – Learn to create an account, connect
with friends and family, follow your favorite celebrities and more!
November 18, 6:30 pm:
Reflections from the Pacific Crest Trail
Wendy Johnston has hiked both the Pacific Crest Trail and the Appalachian Trail.
Join us for an evening in which Wendy will discuss the history of these trails as well
as present a slideshow of her experience.
November 19, 6:30 pm:
Family Magic Show
Presented by Ed Popielarczyk, join us for a fabulous magic show! Fun
for kids of all ages. Sponsored by the Friends of the Library.
Technology Workshops
Starting in November, classes will be held on various topics related
to computers and technology. Bring your own laptop, or borrow one
of ours.

November 24, 7:00 pm: Cloud Storage: Saving Files to Dropbox
Dropbox is a free file hosting service that allows you to save files
online to the “cloud”. Access your files from any device connected
to the internet, including your phone.
November 6, 6:30 pm AND November 21, 11:00 am:
Ancestry.com- Discovering Your Past
The library provides access to Ancestry.com, one of the top genealogical search tools currently available. This workshop will give
you the basic tools to start researching your family history.
(Same workshop offered two different
times.)
Evening Book Discussion Group
Second Thursday of each month, 6:30 pm.
October 9, 6:30 pm: Cancelled due to Library renovation.
November 13, 6:30 pm: The group will discuss “The Call” by
Yannick Murphy
Weekly Knitting Groups
Drop in, all skill levels welcome!
Mondays 11:00 am, Wednesdays 6:30 pm:
Gadget’s to Goulash: A Cooks Club
Sharing recipes and kitchen know-how!
Third Monday of each month, 6:30 pm.
Special October date: October 27 (no meeting 10/20): Fall harvest recipes, bring your favorite side dish or pie recipes.
November 17: Holiday cookie recipes, bring all your favorites!
First and third Wednesday of every month, 11:00 am.
(October 1, November 5, November 19):
Movie Matinees
This season, stop by and watch a movie based on horses and the
Kentucky Derby.

Sign up to receive electronic information from the Auburn Public Library by
clicking here or contact the Library at (508) 832-7790.

Veterans Services

Larry Corbin, Director of Veterans Services
8:30 - 5:00 M-F by telephone only 508-832-7706 or 508-478-4300
Nightly & Weekends by appointment only 508-981-6197

Town Launches Veterans Tax Work-off Program
The Town of Auburn is pleased to announce the establishment of a Veterans Tax Workoff Program to provide veterans, as defined in clause Forty-three of Section 7 of Chapter 4, to volunteer to provide services to the town in exchange for the reduction of real
property tax bills. The program received approval from Town Meeting on May 7, 2013
to establish the program in accordance with Massachusetts General Law Chapter 59
Section 5N. Subsequently, following the development of the program criteria and
guidelines, the Board of Selectmen voted to approve the program on September 22, 2014.
For the first year of the program, 5 slots will be available to provide up to $1,000 in real estate reductions per participant. The rate of pay will be equivalent to the Massachusetts minimum wage.
If there are more applicants than slots available the participants will be chosen by lottery. Any
qualified applicants not selected in the current lottery will be given priority the following year.
To qualify for the program Applicants must:
 Be classified as a Veteran under Massachusetts General Law Chapter 4 Section 7 Clause
43, or be a spouse of a deceased or disabled Veteran.
 Must own property in Auburn for at least one year.






Must occupy the Auburn residence as their primary domicile.
Have a successful CORI/SORI background check.
Veterans over the age of 60 must not qualify for the Senior Work-off program to participate.
They must apply for the Senior Program and be disqualified prior to applying for the Veterans
Program. Disabled Veterans may designate a representative to work for them.
Veterans must meet HUD low income limits (80% of median) for the Town of Auburn.

For example, under FY14 income guidelines, a family of two can earn up to $51,150 annually and
qualify for the Veterans Tax Work-Off Program. Income limits are available from the Town of
Auburn’s Veterans Services Director Larry Corbin.
Documentation to prove qualification must be presented at the post application interview, and will
be returned to the applicant upon its conclusion. No sensitive information will be kept as part of
the work-off program participant’s permanent file.
If you are interested in participating in the Veterans Tax Work-Off Program, please contact Larry
Corbin at (508) 832-7706. We would like to have all applications by October 31st. .
Question or comments? Contact us at townmgr@town.auburn.ma.us or call (508) 832-7720.
To subscribe to the quarterly municipal newsletter, The Auburn Account, visit our website to submit
an electronic sign-up form or click here. Our next edition will be released in January 2015.

