TOWN OF AUBURN QUARTERLY MUNICIPAL NEWSLETTER

Local Government At Work

The Auburn Account
Ribbon cutting marks official opening of the new
Pakachoag Trail

(Left to right: Select Board Chairperson Doreen Goodrich, Town Clerk Debra Gremo, Blackstone Heritage
Corridor Marketing Director Bonnie Combs, State Representative Paul Frost, Town Manager Julie Jacobson, Chief of Staff, Shelley MacNeil, Auburn Chamber of Commerce Chair and Vice Chair, Carrie Cross
and Karen Blais, Auburn Director of Recreation & Culture Kristen Pappas. (as featured on October 4,
2017 at www.auburnmassdaily.com; courtesy of Jeffrey LaBonte)

Local officials, residents, members of the media, and representatives of the Blackstone Heritage Corridor gathered at
the Dr. Arthur and Dr. Martha Pappas Recreation Complex
on Friday, September 29 to recognize the official opening
of the Pakachoag Trail.
The Pakachoag Trail is a 7/8 mile trail that connects the
Pappas Recreation Complex with the 50 acres of land on
Southold Rd. purchased by the Town of Auburn in 2015.
The trail held a soft opening back on August 31 as part of
the Blackstone GO! Series offered through the Blackstone
Heritage Corridor.
The trail was made possible in large part thanks to a
$15,000 grant from the Blackstone Heritage Corridor, Inc.
Said BHC Marketing Director, Bonnie Combs, “The
Blackstone Heritage Corridor is dedicated to promoting
and preserving the natural, historical and recreational aspects of its 25 member towns.”
(Continued on next page.)
Sign up today to receive electronic communications and updates on a variety of issues,
including The Auburn Account, emergency and road work updates from the Town of Auburn. Visit our web site at www.auburnguide.com or click here to sign up now!
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According to Auburn Town Manager, Julie Jacobson, Auburn was added to the
Blackstone National Heritage Corridor in 2015. “Being a member town gives us
[Auburn] access to information, marketing, promotions, and grants” said Jacobson.
Jacobson went on to credit Town Planner, Matthew Benoit, for applying for and following through with the grant application that made the trail possible.
State Representative Paul Frost presented a citation to Jacobson on behalf of himself
and State Senator Michael Moore who was unable to attend on the ribbon cutting
(although Senator Moore’s Chief of Staff, Shelley MacNeil, attended on his behalf). Frost commented that, with the opening of the new trail, the Pappas’ vision for
the complex has come to fruition.
“We have these great ball fields and soccer fields, our own small version of the Hatch
Shell, an accessible playground, and now the [hiking] trail” said Frost. “This great
complex now truly offers something for everyone. I congratulate Auburn for pursuing
this type of project.”
The trail is accessed next to the Pappas Recreation Complex concession stand, where
visitors will find an information board as well as trail maps. The information warns
that the trail
is challenging in spots,
and is not
suitable for
all
ability
levels.
Strollers and
wagons are
prohibited.
Leashed
pets are welcome.

News from the Town Clerk...
John E. & Ethel E. Riley Outstanding Citizenship Award
Nominations are currently being accepted for the John E. & Ethel E. Riley
Outstanding Citizenship Award. Deadline is Monday, October 16, 2017 at
4:00PM. Nominations should include reasons why a person being nominated
has been an outstanding citizen and made life for Auburn residents better.
Submit to Riley Award Committee, C/O Debra A. Gremo, Town Clerk, 104
Central St., Auburn, MA 01501

CONFLICT OF INTEREST REQUIREMENT
The Summary of the Conflict of Interest will be distributed in December as it
is every year. Committee Members are considered Municipal Employees for
the purposes of this law. If you serve on a committee or volunteer in some capacity you will receive the Summary in the mail or as an email attachment, any
questions please contact the Town Clerk’s office at (508)832-7701. Some part
-time volunteer positions are exempt. The Summary and a list of exempt positions are on the Town Website auburnguide.com under the Town Clerk Department
Conflict
of
Interest.
http://auburnguide.com/Pages/
AuburnMA_Clerk/Conflict/Conflict.
Training is every two years. 2017 is the year the training needs to be completed and the acknowledgement is due every year.
2018 Annual Town Election
Information and Calendar
Tuesday, May 1, 2018

7:00 PM

Tuesday, May 15, 2018

8:00 AM
8:00 PM

Annual Town Meeting-HS Auditorium
Annual Town Election-Precincts 1,2,3,4 & 5
Auburn High School Gym

NOMINATION PAPERS – Available February 5, 2018
Tuesday, March 27, 2018
5:00 PM
Last Day for candidates to file nomina
tion paperswith the board of registrars
Thursday, April 12, 2018

5:00 PM

Last day for filing objection/withdrawals

Wednesday, April 25, 2018

8:00 AM 8:00 PM

Last day to register to vote

Monday, May 7, 2018

4:00 PM

Campaign Finance Reports (Town-wide
only) 8 day report

Thursday, June 14, 2018

4:00 PM

Campaign Finance Reports Due
30 day report

NOMINATION PAPERS – NUMBER OF SIGNATURES REQUIRED
Town-wide Office
Town Meeting member
Incumbent Town
Meeting Members

Minimum of 50 voters of the town. No more than four
blank nomination papers issued
Minimum of 10 voters of the precinct in which the candidate resides. No more than one blank nomination
paper issued
Last day for to notify the Town Clerk in writing they
wish to be on the ballot, is Tuesday, March 27, 2018.

Auburn residents 18 years of age by Election Day, May 15, 2018, or older may register to
vote in the Town Clerks Office. A resident may register to vote by mail, in person or
online https://www.sec.state.ma.us/ovr/ ; the mail-in form must be postmarked on or before April 25, 2018 for the voter to be eligible to vote at the annual town election.

Town Manager Appointed to Cannabis Advisory Board
On July 28th, Governor Baker signed into law “An Act to ensure safe access to medical and
adult-use of marijuana in the Commonwealth”. The new law creates a five-member Cannabis
Control Commission which will oversee the state's new retail marijuana industry and medical
marijuana sector. The new law also establishes a 25-member Cannabis Advisory Board, which
is charged with studying and making recommendations on the regulation of marijuana and
marijuana products. Under the law, the Commission must promulgate regulations by March
2018 and begin licensing commercial marijuana establishments by July 1, 2018. Town Manager Julie Jacobson has been appointed to the new State Cannabis Advisory Board as the Massachusetts Municipal Association (MMA) representative. As such, she will be the only municipal
official on the 25-member board. The Cannabis Advisory Board is being created under the
above-mentioned new Recreational Marijuana Law to examine marijuana regulations and advise the new Cannabis Control Commission which will, in consultation with the Cannabis Advisory Board and in accordance with chapter 30A of the General Laws, adopt regulations for
the administration, clarification and enforcement of laws regulating and licensing marijuana
establishments. The Advisory Board is separate from the Cannabis Control Commission, the
latter of which will be the new regulatory oversight agency for marijuana establishments.
The 25 members of the Cannabis Advisory Board will include 5 appointees of the Governor, 5
appointees of the Attorney General, 5 appointees of the State Treasurer, the colonel of the
Massachusetts State Police or a designee, the Secretary of Housing and Economic Development or a designee, the Commissioner of Revenue, Commissioner of Public Health, Commissioner of Agricultural Resources, and the heads of the local ACLU chapter, a medical marijuana patients’ group and the Massachusetts Municipal Association (represented by the Town
Manager). Other members will include lawmakers, educators, law enforcement, public safety
and public health professionals.
The Governor’s five appointees to the Cannabis Advisory Board are: Walpole Chief of Police
John Carmichael, Jr.; co-founder of the Hempest in Harvard Square and Yes on 4 campaign
outreach director Kim Napoli; business management consultant Mary Ann Pesce; co-director
of urban food production and sustainability initiative Mill City Grows Lydia Sisson; and CEO
of the Urban League of Springfield Inc. Henry Thomas, III. In making his picks, Governor
Baker was guided by the law’s requirements that his five appointees be experts in minority
business development, economic development strategies for under-resourced communities,
farming or farming interests, employers and municipal law enforcement.
State Treasurer Deborah Goldberg’s appointees are: Norton Arbeláez, founder of Colorado’s
Medical Marijuana Industry Group; former Brookline director of public health and human services Dr. Alan Balsam; Sage Naturals president and CEO Michael Dundas; Jaime Lewis,
founder of Mountain Medicine; and co-chair of the Northeast Cannabis Coalition Shanel Lindsay.
Attorney General Mara Healey’s appointees are: former secretary of the Executive Office of
Public Safety and former sheriff of Suffolk County Andrea Cabral; Horace Small, executive
director of the Union of Minority Neighborhoods; Ray Berry, founder of White Lion Brewing
Company in Springfield; Tessa Murphy-Romboletti, director of the Greater Holyoke Chamber
Centennial Foundation’s entrepreneurship program; and Dr. Sharon Levy, director of adolescent substance abuse at Boston Children’s Hospital.
This is a tremendous opportunity for the Town Manager to weigh in on municipal issues and
have a voice on this critical advisory board regarding recreational and medical marijuana regulations that must be adopted by the Cannabis Control Commission. Town Manager Jacobson
said, “I am honored to be asked to participate on this Board and look forward to contributing to
the formulation of regulations for the benefit of Auburn and all municipalities in the Commonwealth.”

Board and Commission Training November 28th
There will be a Board and Commissions Training for all Town of Auburn board, commission
and committee members, both new and existing members, to be held on Tuesday, November
28, 2017 at 6:00 PM in the Board of Selectmen’s Room in Town Hall. Town Counsel Robert
Hennogan, Town Manager Julie Jacosbon, and Assistant Town Manager/CFO Ed Kazanovicz
will present information and answer any questions board and commission members may have.
If you are interested in attending please call or email Shannon Regan at 508-832-7720 or sregan@town.auburn.ma
The new updated Open Meeting Law Guide from the Office of the Attorney General, Maura
Healey has been posted on the Town website: http://auburnguide.com/Pages/
AuburnMA_Clerk/Conflict/Conflict.
The Board and Committee Handbook has been updated copies are available in the Clerk’s office.

Board of Selectmen Host Volunteer Appreciation Event
The Board of Selectmen hosted a Volunteer Appreciation Event on Monday, September 18th, in the Board of Selectmen’s room in Town Hall to thank the many board,
committee and commission members for their service to the Town of Auburn.
The Board also honored board retirements, recent departures and volunteer board
members who have served a combined ten years or more.in increments of 5 years (i.e.
15, 20, 25, 30 years) .
Board Chair Doreen Goodrich presented the certificates to honorees. State Representative Paul Frost and Town Manager Julie Jacobson spoke at the event. Selectmen
Dan Carpenter and Tristan LaLiberte, both of whom served on the sub-committee to
plan the event, participated in the evening’s
event as well.
The Town of Auburn us
grateful for the time
and commitment of its
many volunteers who
fill critical positions on
regulatory and advisory
boards, committees and
commissions.

Design Charrette for Mary D. Stone and Julia Bancroft
Pennrose Properties was selected by
the Town as the preferred developer
for the two vacant elementary schools
following a comprehensive planning
process and subsequent Request for
Proposals (RFP) process. Pennrose
Properties has proposed to redevelop
each school into 55 units of senior
housing (110 units total), with each
facility having 47 affordable units and
8 market rate units exclusively for
seniors 55 and over. In an effort to
include the community during their
design stage, Pennrose Properties worked with their development team and Enterprise Green
Communities to hold a design charrette to engage invitees in conversations about design elements that would support seniors and provide quality living options for the residents of those
two housing developments. The Design Charrette took place on September 14 th from 8:30am2:30pm. Members of the town administration, Public Safety Officials, Council on Aging
members, Housing Sub-Committee members and the Board of Selectmen were invited to the
charrette along with local social service professionals. Meaningful brainstorming and conversation took place during interactive workshops and informative presentations. Pennrose Properties intends to make every effort to incorporate as many priority items that were suggested
during the charrette into their final designs. The town would like to thank all those who were
able to attend the charrette, Pennrose Properties, their development team and Enterprise
Green Communities for making this design charrette such a successful and positive experi-

Pennrose Properties Visits the Senior Center
Following the Design Charrette, on September 18th the Regional Vice President of
Pennrose Properties, Charlie Adams visited the Senior Center and lead a presentation
regarding Mary D. Stone and Julia Bancroft. This event allowed senior residents to
meet Mr. Adams, obtain information about the proposed senior housing units at both
previous school properties and participate in a Q&A session. Attendees were able to
review preliminary sketches of the two re-development projects as well. There was a
strong attendance and many important questions and concerns were covered during
the event such as potential available on-site services, aesthetics and the leasing
process. We appreciate the Senior Center accommodating Mr. Adams and the town
for this informative visit. The community to looking forward to seeing both projects
progress and become an important addition to Auburn.

Board of Selectmen
Select Board meetings are held on the second and fourth Mondays each month as well
as potentially on the 5th Monday of the month when necessary. If a holiday falls on a
Monday, meetings are held the following Tuesday. Minutes and agendas are available
on the Town’s web site. Meetings are televised live on Auburn Cable Television.
To contact the Board of Selectmen during regular Town Hall business hours:
Phone: 508-832-7720
Fax: 508-832-4270
To reach individual members of the Board of Selectmen:
Doreen M. Goodrich (Chair)
21 Hill Street
Cell: 508-951-9157
Email: dgoodrich@town.auburn.ma.us
Dan Carpenter
33 Goulding Drive
Cell: 508-277-9519
Email: dcarpenter@town.auburn.ma.us
Lionel Berthiaume
13 Rochdale St
508-245-9334
Email: lberthiaume@town.auburn.ma.us

Kenneth Holstrom (Vice Chair)
273 Central Street
Cell: 508-320-4564
Home: 508-832-2580
Email: kholstrom@town.auburn.ma.us
Tristan LaLiberte
7 Rock Ave
508-721-9974
Email: tlaliberte@town.auburn.ma.us

Employee Spotlight
After an extensive hiring process that brought in over 50 applicants the AFRD welcomed 5 new members to the department on July 1, 2017. The new members went through extensive panel interviews and background investigations to be
selected. All of the members have previous experience in fire
and EMS and are a welcomed addition to the AFRD. The
members pictured L-R are Jonathan Yursha, Travis Parisi,
Grant Ellerbe, Jeremy Feldman and Nicholas Fairbanks.
On July 17, 2017 the AFRD welcomed back former call firefighter Matthew
Ethier as he was sworn in as the departments newest full time member. Matt
served on the department for several years as a call firefighter, even putting
himself through the full time academy. Matt left the department in 2015 to pursue a career opportunity on the Cape and is now back in Auburn. Matt was
sworn in on July 17th by Town Clerk Deb Gremo and his first shift was August
8, 2017. Welcome back Matt!
The Department of Development & Inspectional Services, Board of Health division
has recently welcomed Erica Lucier to our staff as Auburn’s Solid Waste Reduction
Enforcement Coordinator. The goal of this new position is to decrease our solid waste
output and promote recycling under a grant provided by Massachusetts Department of
Environmental Protection. A big part of her job is to be out and about in our community educating people how to properly recycle while enforcing our recycling/waste
regulations. You can find these regulations along with lots of educational material on our website
www.auburnguide.com helping you to dispose of and recycle waste in a responsible manner!
Erica grew up in Templeton, MA and got her Environmental Science degree from Worcester State University. She loves to spend her free time outdoors with friends & family, cooking, playing video games,
going to live music events and she is excited about her new position that helps fulfill her passion for sustainability and the environment. Welcome Erica!

Billing, Exemptions, and Discounts...
Tax bills for the 2nd quarter real estate and personal property were mailed on September 30th
and payable without interest by November 1st.
The Assessor’s Office is now taking applications for exemptions for the Fiscal Year 2017 tax
bills. Qualified applicants may include seniors over 68, surviving spouses, veterans with war
related disabilities and their surviving spouses, and the legally blind. Please remember, if you
received an exemption last year you must file an application annually to continue to receive
your exemption. If you received an exemption in the previous year you should have received
your application in the mail Labor Day week. If you feel you may qualify, and need an application, you should contact the assessor’s office at (508) 832 -7708 for further information. In
order for your exemption to be reflected on the January 1st installment of your tax bill we must
receive your application no later than December 1st.
Information on the Veterans Tax Work-Off program, as well as applications, are available in
the Assessor’s Office. This program allows a qualified Veteran or their family member to do
work within the Town and have a credit applied to their tax bill. Please don’t hesitate to call us
with any questions you may have.

Auburn Hosts MMA Fall Legislative Breakfast Meeting

The Massachusetts Municipal Association (MMA) held one of its annual Fall
Legislative Breakfast series meetings at Auburn Town Hall on September 29 th. This
was a tremendous opportunity for local officials to network with area legislators and
MMA staff to discuss legislative priorities, municipal challenges and budgetary
issues.
Several legislators from Central Massachusetts participated in the session: Senator
Harriet Chandler, Representative Paul K. Frost, Representative James O’Day,
Representative Natalie Higgins, Representative Joseph McKenna, Representative
Kevin Kuros, and Representative Jonathan Zlotnik. Shelley MacNeil, chief of staff
for Senator Michael Moore, attended on his behalf.
Approximately 50 local officials from Central Massachusetts attended the event
including town managers and administrators, selectmen and councilors. Local officials
who attended from Auburn included Doreen Goodrich, Chairman of the Board of
Selectmen, Ken Holstrom, Vice Chairman, Town Manager Julie Jacobson, Assistant
Town Manager/Chief Financial Officer Ed Kazanovicz, Assessor Cindy Cosgrove,
and Treasurer/Collector Mary Ann Murphy.
We thank the MMA for enabling Auburn to host this event. We also thank the Central
Massachusetts legislators for participating in this event and for their support of the
Town of Auburn and other communities in the Central Massachusetts region.

Veterans Services Larry Corbin, Director of Veterans Services
8:30 - 5:00 M-F by telephone only 508-832-7706 or 508-478-4300

Veterans Exposed to Agent Orange
The following information was excerpted from the U.S. Department of Veteran’s Affairs web
site.
Veterans who were exposed to Agent Orange or other herbicides during military service may
be eligible for a variety of VA benefits, including disability compensation for diseases associated with exposure. Your dependents and survivors also may be eligible for benefits.
"Agent Orange" refers to a blend of tactical herbicides the U.S. military sprayed in the jungles
of Vietnam and around the Korean demilitarized zone to remove trees and dense tropical foliage that provided enemy cover. Herbicides were also used by the U.S. military to defoliate
military facilities in the U.S. and in other countries as far back as the 1950s.
In addition, VA has determined there is evidence of exposure to Agent Orange for Air Force
and Air Force Reserve members who served during the period 1969 through 1986 and regularly and repeatedly operated, maintained, or served onboard C-123 aircraft (known to have been
used to spray an herbicide agent during the Vietnam era). For more information about service
qualifications and other eligibility criteria, visit our Agent Orange C-123 web page.
VA and federal law presumes that certain diseases are a result of exposure to these herbicides.
This "presumptive policy" simplifies the process for receiving compensation for these diseases
since VA foregoes the normal requirements of proving that an illness began during or was
worsened by your military service.
A Veteran who believes he or she has a disease caused by Agent Orange exposure that is not
one of the conditions listed below must show an actual connection between the disease and
herbicide exposure during military service.
Compensation Benefit
Monthly payment rates are based on the Veteran's combined rating for his or her serviceconnected disabilities. These ratings are based on the severity of the disabilities. Additional
amounts are paid to certain Veterans with severe disabilities ("special monthly compensation") and certain Veterans with dependents. You can view the current Compensation Rate
Tables to determine the amount you may receive.
More Information
Check VA's Guide to Agent Orange Claims to learn more about how to establish eligibility to
disability compensation and how much VA pays. You can also call the Agent Orange Help
Line at 1-800-749-8387 or send an e-mail to GW/AOHelpline@vba.va.gov. You must provide
your name, e-mail address, telephone and/or fax number, and VA file number/Social Security
Number. We will do our best to respond within a reasonable amount of time (usually 3 to 10
workdays).
For more information on this and other benefits
for veterans, contact the Town of Auburn’s Director of Veterans Services, Larry Corbin, at
508.832.7706 or 508-478-4300.
Thank you.

PUBLIC SAFETY NEWS
The Pink Patch Project
The Pink Patch Project is an innovative public awareness campaign designed to
bring attention to the fight against breast cancer and to support cancer research
organizations and foundations dedicated to helping families who are battling
this devastating disease.
The Pink Patch Project was started by the Los Angeles County Police Chiefs’
Association and quickly spread throughout the country.
APD was the first to bring the project to Central Massachusetts after we learned
of it through the social media account of the Hingham MA Police Department last year.
APD participation in the program spurred other local departments to join; including Blackstone, Leicester, Rutland, Spencer and Westminster. The Massachusetts State Police are also
participating for the first time this year as a result of all of the local interest.
The program centers on specially designed vibrant pink versions of our regular shoulder patch
that the Chief has authorized for wear during the month of October.
Additionally, the Auburn Police Association is selling the pink patches
and long sleeve shirts in a fundraising effort to go along with the project.
All of the monies raised will be donated to the Adam Bullen Foundation,
a local charity that supports the families of cancer patients.
Anyone interested in purchasing a patch or shirt can come to the Auburn Police Department and we will be glad to help you support our
Pink Patch Project. The program will run through the end of October.

Youth Leadership Program
The week of July 17th through
the 21st the AFRD ran a Youth
Leadership Program in conjunction with Auburn Youth &
Family Services. 15 children
that ranged in age from 10 - 15
participated in this hands on
program designed to strengthen their concepts of leadership, civility and trust. Each day the kids participated in some type of hands on activity that ranged from repelling, to seeing a demonstration of a Mass State Police K-9
accelerant dog, a bomb robot, rock
wall and handling some of the fire
departments equipment such as a
hose line. This was a great program
that the department was proud to be a
part of and we cannot wait until next
summer to do it over again.

Movie Night
As part of the fire rescue department celebrating it's 100 years as
an organized department, on August 11, 2017 we sponsored a free
movie night in conjunction with
the Auburn Recreation Department. We had equipment on display prior to the feature presentation, "Firehouse Dog". The AFRD
had it's own firehouse dog on site
to meet with children as Sparky
toured the Pappas Complex greeting children and adults.

Operation SCORE
In the overnight hours of September
17, 2017 five members from the
AFRD assigned to the District 7
Technical Rescue Team worked along
side ninety other members of the
Tech Rescue teams from D7, D8 and
the National Guard in the largest full
scale technical rescue exercise ever
sponsored in the state. Operation
SCORE was the third drill in a serious
of five scheduled to assess the full
capabilities of the states Technical
Rescue Teams. The District 7 & 8
teams had the overnight operational
period from 6:00 p.m. on Saturday until 6:00 a.m. on Sunday morning working continuously to extricate and rescue victims from simulated building collapse situations
that were caused by both natural disaster and man made attacks. The AFRD members
in attendance for Operation SCORE were Captain Justin Brigham, Lt. Jon Martin, FF
Ovi Ticlea, FF Scott Davis and FF Jon Yursha.

2017 Fire & Life Safety Education Conference
On September 26th AFRD Chief Stephen Coleman was
one of the speakers at the 2017 Fire & Life Safety Education Conference held in Southbridge MA. Life Safety
Educators from around the country were at this years two
day conference. Chief Coleman conducted two presentations during the day. The first was on the benefits of a
Citizen's Fire Academy in your community and the second was on the role that social media plays in today's
emergency services including public education.

Department of Development and Inspectional Services
Auburn and HomeWorks Energy, Inc to Help Residents Save
Auburn has partnered with National Grid throughout 2017 to help every household in the community save energy and money, and make their home more comfortable. Residents can get
started by signing up for a no-cost Home Energy Assessment through Mass Save®.
During a Home Energy Assessment, an energy specialist will do a complete checkup of the
home and not only recommend ways that residents can use less energy, but install some
measures on the spot at no cost that will immediately help them start saving. “We’ve been
working throughout the summer together with National Grid and HomeWorks Energy Inc. to
bring Auburn residents this beneficial service that not only will help us reach our energy saving
goals, but could help us earn additional grant funding,” says Matthew C. Benoit, Auburn Town
Planner/Energy Manager. “We hope that more residents will take advantage of this opportunity before the end of 2017 to help the Town secure additional grant funds to put towards more
energy efficiency measures in the years to come.”
Auburn’s Community Initiative includes:
No-cost Home Energy Assessment for energy saving recommendations
No-cost installation of energy-efficient light bulbs, faucet aerators, showerheads, smart
power strips, and thermostats
No-cost air sealing and 75% off insulation
Rebates on heating, cooling, and water heating equipment
Refrigerator recycling, plus a $50 reward
HomeWorks Energy Inc., a Medford-based home performance contractor participating in the
Mass Save program, has certified energy specialists who assess a home’s use of energy and
provide a no-cost estimate of the energy-saving fixes needed to make the home warm and comfortable.
“HomeWorks Energy Inc. will provide very knowledgeable and professional services to Auburn and has partnered with the Town to perform the assessments,” notes Mr. Benoit. “Every
resident who participates will be impressed with the program and will appreciate the opportunity to learn about ways to save money and improve his or her home.”
Residents can look forward to more information in 2017 about ways to save energy in their
homes and help Auburn meet its energy savings goal. Residents are encouraged to sign up for
a no-cost Home Energy Assessment from HomeWorks Energy Inc. before the end of 2017 by
going to http://homeworksenergy.com/auburn-saves/ or by calling 1-781-305-3319. If you
prefer to use a different energy specialist, sign up with masssave.com or by calling 1-866-527SAVE (7283).

Trash & Recycling Awareness
What happens with your trash after you put it at the curb? Worldwide, we are
facing issues attached with waste disposal such as: the amount of trash going
into landfills and incinerators, pollution from toxic substances and dwindling
resources to make new products.
This might not be something that you think about but we encourage you to take
a look at some of the ways that you can help reduce the amount of waste going
into the trash. Please look at what you are putting in your trash toter and see if
there are items that can be recycled.

It is all of our responsibility to handle our waste properly and reduce, re-use,
RECYCLE! Recycling is mandatory in the town of Auburn and there are resources on www.auburnguide.com to help you in doing so. Re-using or recycling products helps to save money, conserve natural resources, create jobs,
prevent pollution, save energy and keep our environment clean. Here is a snapshot of DO’s and DON’T’s for your curbside recycling toter.
If you have questions about recycling, please don’t hesitate to contact the Board
of Health at 508-832-7703.
Your cooperation helps you, our community and future generations.

Plastic Bag Announcement
Did you know? Plastic bags of any kind should not be placed in
your recycling toter! Often, people have the best intentions by
“bagging” their recyclables, before they put them in the toter,
however, the plastic bags within the toter cannot be recycled.
Further they pose a problem for the recycling process when
picked up at the curb and beyond. They can get stuck in the truck automation,
or break the machines at recycling facilities, and ultimately end up as trash!
We ask for your cooperation to ensure that all recyclable material placed in
your recycling toter is loose and not bagged! Here are some ideas on how
you can recycle plastic bags:
First! Can you re-use the plastic bag? Some ideas include:
-Pet waste disposal

- Small trash can liner or car trash

-Wrap paint brushes and rollers

-Protect plants from frost

-Store household items

- Use as “disposable glove” for messes

Otherwise, there are outlets right here in Auburn for you to properly recycle plastic bags
at the following locations: Park-N-Shop,
Shaw’s (both in Auburn) and Price Chopper
(564 SW Cutoff in Worcester) all have bag
collection bins available for you to drop off
your clean plastic bags. Yes, the thin produce
bags are okay too! But please do not include
bags that contained raw meat in order to keep it safe for recycling. Thank you .

Safe Grilling
Hotdogs, burgers, chicken, corn on the cob… the smell and taste of grilled food can be intoxicating! Here are some tips on safe grilling for your summer get-togethers.
Separate
To prevent cross-contamination of food, separate your meats, poultry and seafood into separate bags and pick up right before check out to keep cool.
Chill
Keep all refrigerated items below 40°F until ready to grill. Bring a cooler to
transport the food from the store to your house.
Clean
Wash your hands with soap and hot water before and after handling any food
products. Wash and sanitize all work surfaces and utensils.
Make sure to check your grill tools. There have been many instances of bristles
from wire grill brushes becoming dangerously ingested. Some alternative
options for grill cleaning are:
Grill cleaning blocks or wooden scrappers
Half an onion
Ball of aluminum foil
Nylon bristle brush.
Welding wire brush.
Steam cleaning brush.
Baking soda and damp cloth.
Grill cleaning robot (like a Roomba, but for your barbecue)
Barbecuing on other surfaces that are easier to clean.
Avoid Cross-Contamination
Do not reuse marinades and sauces that have touched raw meats. Use clean
plates and utensils after cooking the meats on the grill.
Cook to proper temperatures
Use a food thermometer to ensure the meats are hot enough to kill harmful
germs.
145°F – whole cuts of beef, pork, lamb, and veal (stand-time of 3
minutes at this temperature)
145°F – fish
160°F – hamburgers and other ground beef
165°F – all poultry and pre-cooked meats, like hot dogs
Smoking: Inside smoker 225°F to 300°F
Keep all cooked
food at 140°F or
warmer until it is
served
Refrigerate
Refrigerate leftovers within 2
hours of cooking (within 1
hour if it is over 90°F outside).
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC), (2017). Food Safety, Get Ready to
Grill Safely. Retrieved from: https://
www.cdc.gov/foodsafety/communication/
bbq-iq.html

ANIMAL CONTROL NEWS
Reminder for Pet Owners from Animal Control
This beautiful pair of fishers was
photographed in Auburn by one
of our residents. Fishers are
members of the weasel family
and generally pose little danger to
people but just like any wildlife,
they should never be approached.
That being said, fishers are opportunistic predators and will
prey on anything that they are
able to catch, which unfortunately leaves smaller domestic pets at
risk. Always monitor your pets
while they are outdoors and do
not allow them to interact with
wildlife.
Also please note that while these fishers were photographed during the day, that does
not indicate that there is a problem with them and they are in fact very healthy looking
animals. Species that are typically more active during nighttime hours, will still occasionally be active during the day. If you are concerned for the health of a wild animal
in our community or are looking for more information regarding normal interactions
with them, please contact Animal Control at acontois@town.auburn.ma.us or 508-8327703.
More information regarding fishers can found at the Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife website: https://www.mass.gov/learn-about-wildlife

Notice for Dog Owners Regarding Licensing from Animal Control
Please be advised that in 2018 changes will
be implemented to the dog licensing procedure. The grace period for late dog license
applications has been reduced and beginning
in 2018, each owner who fails to license
their dog by April 30th of each year will be
subject to a late fee of $10.00.
Dog licenses for 2018 will be available for
purchase beginning January 1st and an application will be sent out with the annual census. You may also submit your dog
license application and payment online through the Town of Auburn website:
http://auburnguide.com/Pages/AuburnMA_Clerk/index

On the Road….
FY2018 Roadway Reconstruction
The Bid opening for the FY2018 Roadway Reconstruction and Resurfacing project was held
on September 28, 2017. Currently, the Engineering Division is in the process of awarding the
project to P.J. Albert, Inc., the lowest bidder. Work is scheduled to start this fall and be completed by the end of the Summer 2018. In addition to the roads listed, the access drives
throughout Hillside Cemetery will be overlaid.
STREET
LOCATION
Aleda Dr
Linda Ave to End
Briarcliff Dr
Bryn Mawr Ave to # 34
Buron Terrace
Oxford St North to End
Central St
Dartmouth Dr to #292
Dartmouth Dr
Sharon Ave to End
Elbridge Rd
Greenwood Dr to Bryn Mawr Ave
Faith Ave
#4 Faith Ave to Southbridge St
Greenwood Dr
Waterman Rd to Warren Rd
Hawthorne St
Town Line to End
Linda Ave
Oxford St North to End
Melba Ave
Oxford St North to Linda Ave
Pinedale Ave
Oxford St North to Linda Ave
Prentice Ave
Sharon Ave to Central St
Regis Dr
Wentworth Dr to Briarcliff Dr
Rochdale St
Intersection with Zabelle Ave
Sharon Ave
Central St to Dartmouth Dr
Sherman Ave
Waterman Rd to Warren Rd
Sibley St
Washington St to Faith Ave
Swanson Rd
Bryn Mawr Ave to Vine St
Thomas Ave
Prentice Ave to End
Walnut St
Oxford St North to #16
Wentworth Dr
Bryn Mawr Ave to Regis Dr
West St
#7 to #65 West St

DPW Facility Division Undertakes Fire Department Improvements
The Facilities Maintenance
Division of the DPW has
been busy making improvements to the Fire Department Headquarters.
The improvements include
construction of 7 new private bunk rooms, a new
locker room, and a new
TV room. An addition
was also constructed to
accommodate a fireman’s
pole in the future.

New Hiking Trail
The official opening of the Town of
Auburn’s Hiking trail was held on
September 29th. (See cover story.)
The event was well attended by the
public, town employees and dignitaries alike! The opening was held at
the entrance to the trail, located adjacent to the Thompson Concession
Stand at the Dr. Arthur and Dr. Martha Pappas Recreation Complex.
The project was partially funded
through a grant from the Blackstone
Heritage Corridor, and is the result
of true collaboration between many
of the Town’s various departments!
This included grant application and
grant administration by the Planning
Division of Development and Inspectional Services, plan preparation
and permitting by the Engineering
Division of the DPW, site work by
the Highway Division of the DPW,
and construction of a pedestrian deck
and signage by Facilities Maintenance Division.

Senior Center and Elder Affairs News
Upcoming Events
Sponsored by Elder Services of Worcester -a free six week workshop My Life, My
Health, September 7 – October 12, 2017 from 9:00am-11:30am at the Auburn Senior
Center. Chronic Disease Self-Management is for anyone living with an on-going
medical condition like: Arthritis, Asthma, Cancer, Chronic back pain, Chronic fatigue syndrome, COPD, Diabetes, Fibromyalgia, Heart Disease, High blood pressure,
Parkinson’s Disease, Stroke and more. Learn to eat well, control your pain, start an
exercise program, handle stress, relax and increase your energy level. Please call the
Senior Center to register.
Lunch is served in the “Young at Heart” Dining Room daily at 12:00pm. Please call
48 hours in advance to reserve your lunch.
Join us for these on-going activities….
Monday Activities
Adult Coloring Club – 10:30am No supplies are needed, coloring pages, colored pencils
& markers will be provided. (Will resume in September)
Canasta -12:45pm
Ping Pong -10:00am – 12:00pm Movie of the week –
12:45pm
Tuesday Activities
Yoga – 9:00am, $3.00 donation - Increase flexibility, improve joint health and mental clarity
Strength & Balance Class - 1:00pm – $3.00 class, Strengthen and tone your body
while improving your mobility. Whist - 1:00pm
Pitch – 6:30pm
Wednesday Activities
Knit and Stitch – 9:30am

Line Dancing – 10:00am, $3.00 donation Fox Trot,
Waltz & Latin Tempos (No Country Western) Dances will be taught for easy learning.
Tech Clinic-11:00am –12:00pm, Ask questions and learn about your phone, tablet, laptop, etc.
Bridge – 12:00pm

Pitch- 1:00pm Pool – 1:00pm Cribbage - 6:00pm

Thursday Activities
Strength & Balance Class - 10:00am – $3.00 class, Strengthen and tone your body
while improving your mobility.
iPAD Club - How do you use your iPad? Join us as we investigate the world of iPad
apps. 1:00pm—No Charge
Scrabble – 1:00pm
Bingo - 12:45pm
Friday Activities
Quilting - 12:00pm No experience necessary, we adapt to whatever skill levels students bring to class. Ideas for projects welcomed.
Dominos- 12:45pm Blood Pressure Clinic with Auburn Visiting Nurses Every 1st
& 3rd Friday of the month 9:30-10:30am Includes checking your blood pressure,
pulse & weight
Pedal Exercise - 10:00am Ping Pong- 1:00pm – 3:00pm
Mediation Class Provides positive effects on your health, well-being, sleep problems, chronic pain,
anxiety and depression Every 3rd Friday at 1:00pm & 4th Friday at 10:30am

News from the Auburn Public Library
Library Programs
Library programs continue to draw strong attendance and very positive responses from attendees. We continue to build on the enthusiasm of our patrons by applying for grants and
building a strong program line-up for Fall 2017 and beyond.
STEM: For the sixth consecutive 6-week session, the Auburn Public Library was awarded a
State grant from the YMCA Community Partnerships Program and the STEM (Science, Technology, Education and Math) Beginnings organization.
The STEM Organization is committed to encouraging young minds to explore STEM by creating fun-filled programs intended to introduce and sustain interest in the sciences. Children learn
while having fun! The current program is filled to capacity for each weekly session, and all
currently also have waiting lists.
Recent STEM sessions include learning about the Season of Fall; Building; and Gravity:

Summer Reading Program
The 2017 Summer
Reading Program
‘Build a Better
World’ kick-off at the
Auburn Public Library
drew the largest summer reading participants to date. Nearly
250 patrons visited the
Library on kick-off
day, Saturday July
15th, from 10:00 am –
1:00 pm. Our kickoff
resulted in 143 children registering for the
summer reading program!
Very special thanks
and appreciation to our community helpers, Auburn’s Police and Fire and Rescue Departments
for contributing to our kick-off success. They encouraged exploration of fire trucks, police
cruisers, and the SWAT truck to an appreciative audience of adults and children. They also
contributed to our program by presenting on safety issues, including bike and fire safety.
Children registered for the summer Reading Program read (or were read to) thousands of
minutes and hundreds of books over the 6 week session!

Auburn Public Schools / Auburn Public Library Summer Reading Partnership

This summer we initiated a pilot program, intended to ensure books on the Auburn Public
Schools’ reading lists that were purchased with Town funds were available to Auburn students
throughout the summer. A web site was developed, linked from the Library home page, listing
all books and assignments from the respective schools.
In addition to Library purchases of nearly 100 books to support the reading program, the Auburn Middle School relocated the books from their Library/Media Center to the Auburn Public
Library so that students could access them over the summer. A special code was created in our
Library System that prevented those materials from being placed ‘on hold’ which meant they
could only be borrowed by Auburn students instead of being readily available to patrons from
other towns. We appreciate all parents who willingly brought their children to the Library to
choose their books, further establishing a connection between reading, literacy, public libraries,
and public schools.
Over the summer, close to 350 students borrowed books from their Auburn school reading
lists! This program will be continued and expanded next summer.

Recently Held Programs
Children’s authors Anita Caruso, who wrote Brayden’s Magical Forest and Debra Arnold,
who wrote and illustrated Beaver’s to the Rescue shared the author platform on Saturday
September 23rd to an appreciative audience.
Dustin Pari, from the television show Ghost Hunters presented to a young adult audience as
well as to an extremely enthusiastic and appreciate adult audience about his experiences
with ghost hunting and the making of the television show
We hosted approximately 100 kindergarten students from Bryn Mawr in one day last month.
Students pre-registered, and then received their library cards, were read to by library associates, had a tour of the children’s section, and then checked out their books.
We will be repeating this pre-registration and Library visit with approximately the same number of students from Pakachoag in November.
We also plan to continue our collaborative efforts with the Auburn Middle School by registering grade 6 students for Library cards and then visiting AMS to provide instruction to students on how best to maximize the use of the cards. We had a record number of AMS students using the ‘Holds’ and Inter-library loan function since providing instruction at AMS

SOLAR GLASSES
We were able to purchase several hundred ISA safety certified pairs of solar
glasses for viewing the solar eclipse in August. All of the glasses were distributed to Auburn residents and to Auburn town departments, where employees
could share the glasses to view the eclipse. We also continuously live-streamed the eclipse
from the Merriam Room’s two large screen televisions for the general public. All were welcome to visit during the eclipse to view the eclipse progress in other parts of the country.
The initiative was a great success. Many patrons expressed great appreciation for the glasses
and reporting sharing their glasses with others, in town and elsewhere, so that the use of the
glasses was maximized on many levels.

Auburn Youth and Family Services | Auburn Public Library Partnership
For the second consecutive year, we partnered with Auburn
Youth and Family Services to provide a program on STEM.
This year we learned about and discussed birds and then
decorated and built bird houses!
Children learned about how birds fly, how weather affects them, their
preferred environments, and the many different species of birds that inhabit our world.

Upcoming Programs
Demystifying Thanksgiving – education presenter from the Pequot Museum about the myths and truths
about this American holiday
Author Visit: Ted Reinstein, longtime reporter for Boston’s WCVB-TV’s Chronicle will visit the Auburn
Public Library to discuss his new book ‘New England’s General Stores’
Social Security: Financial advisor Dennis Antonopoulos will present a seminar and answer many of your
important questions about Social Security.
Wrap it Up! A fun way to socialize while learning how to knot scarves, scarfs, and sarongs from textile
artist Rhonda Fazio
Majesty and Mystery of Crop Circles
Turtle’s Wetland Quest – a puppet show for children age 5 and older who can understand the concept of
preserving wetlands and other natural environments
Wampum Bracelets – presentation from an educator from the Pequot Museum who will teach the audience about wampum; attendees will then make bracelets (age 8 to adult).
Black Cat and Orange Teddy Bear workshop. Children age 3-10 will hear stories about cats, teddy bears,
and kindness and then stuff their own black cat or orange teddy bear
Pure Maple Sugar – Auburn’s own Bruce Hopper and Ed Sullivan, who co-own and operate the Pure BS
Maple Sugar Shack in Auburn, will demonstrate their process and introduce the audience to the tools
used in the production
Halloween/Fall Festival for children. Children (with parent or guardian) will visit each of three stations to
celebrate fall: Face painting by Christine Z; pumpkin decorating (children will decorate and bring
home their pumpkin – all supplies included); and listen at story circles, where they will be read to by
library staff associates.
Family Twig House – a puppet show for younger children, age 2 – 8
Terrarium program(s): a family program where library staff will host building a plant terrarium and customizing it for the December holiday season. All supplies are included. We plan to hold two sessions, as all terrarium programs have resulted in waiting lists.
Fall Natural Materials’ Wreath-making: A family program led by library staff where we will provide
materials and guidance on how to make wreaths from natural materials, such as fall leaves, pine
cones, and other materials
We also continue to offer our ever popular standard in-house programs:
Toddler Dance, Book Babies and Bubbles, and Growing Readers and
are considering an expansion of this line-up

Sign up to receive electronic information from the Auburn Public Library by clicking
here or contact Library Director, at (508) 832-7790

Recreation and Culture
The Recreation and Culture Department had a great and busy
summer! We kicked it off with a great camp for our children
with 8 fun filled themed weeks held at the Auburn High
School. We collectively hosted the Independence day Celebration at Dr. Arthur and Dr. Martha Pappas Recreation Complex
with live music, carnival
games, rides and plenty of
different food vendors for our community to enjoy. We
hosted a movie series once a month that just ended in
September, that went very well. The Recreation and
Culture department also hosted 10 teams in a girls basketball league at the Auburn High School, 10 teams in
our Flag football league as well as our Coed over 25
Sunday night Soccer league held at Pappas Recreation
Complex which is still going on. We continue to offer
free fitness classes on Wednesdays as well as Coed pick-up Basketball for a nominal fee. We
offer Tuesday late afternoon Piyo Classes at the town hall and Tuesday night strength and
Sculpt classes with our certified trainers at the Auburn high school. Pakachoag Golf Course
has been great all summer with hosting a tournament with
the American Legion and leagues during the week. We are
excited to share we will offer spike ball on Monday nights
starting October 16th for 2 different age groups at the Auburn High School. We hosted our annual Fall Festival/
Alumni weekend
with free pumpkin
decorating as well as
free home depot crafts along with games and more craft
vendors. We also are proud to have collaborated with
the Auburn Cultural Council and Pakachoag Church
to start a once a Month Farmers’ and Cultural Market at
Dr. Arthur and Dr. Martha Pappas Recreation Complex
with fresh produce, live music, story time and crafts for
the children. We average over 20 vendors and over 400 hundred people in attendance. We
are looking for our Farmers’ and Cultural Market to grow next year as we had 4 farms this
year along with locally made maple syrup, honey, homemade root beer from Auburn and more. Our last Farmers’ and Cultural market with be October 29th. We are
also excited to share with you are 5th annual tree lighting
Ceremony on December 1st and our Craft Fair will be
held on December 16th at the Auburn High School.

Question or comments? Contact us at townmgr@town.auburn.ma.us or call (508) 832-7720.
To subscribe to the quarterly municipal newsletter, The Auburn Account, visit our website to submit an electronic sign-up form or click here. Our next edition will be released in January 2018.

