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In late 2011 Town Manager Julie Jacobson created a new Open Space Committee charged with
updating the Town’s 2007 Open Space and Recreation Plan. This update was to be undertaken in
conjunction with the recent opening of the Dr. Arthur and Dr. Martha Pappas Recreation
Complex, and the Town’s reinvigorated interest in maintaining and expanding the recreational
offerings in Auburn. The Open Space Committee held public forums in 2011 and 2014 to update
the goals of the 2007 Plan and provide clearer objectives to achieve each goal. This new Plan
explores these items in a way that includes active and passive recreation and land preservation.
Previous to the update effort, the Master Plan Committee conducted a series of “community
visioning” forums in early 2002. Funded through Executive Order-418, these forums essentially
inaugurated the master planning process in Auburn. These forums resulted in the composition of
an Auburn 2020 Vision Statement that was included in the Town’s 2004 Community
Development Plan and was incorporated into the final 2006 Auburn Master Plan. The Auburn
2020 Vision Statement articulated the following:
Environment, Recreation & Open Space
The Vision for Auburn in 2020 is one where….
Quality of Life








Residents view their town with pride and are dedicated to making Auburn a great place in
which to work and live
Auburn provides safe, healthy, diverse, and livable environments for its citizens
Citizens participate in Town affairs in large numbers. Boards and Commissions have
qualified candidates who work for the betterment of the Town.
Town meeting members consult with their constituents to represent their interests at
Town Meeting.
Service organizations take on numerous civic improvement projects to enhance the
quality of life in Auburn.
Auburn schools continue to provide a high quality education for children. The schools
are a focal point of community life and offer lifelong learning opportunities for residents
A community center provides wholesome activity for Auburn youth. Cultural enrichment
programs in music, dance, art, and theatre add to the fabric of community life.

Environment, Recreation, and Open Space




An expanded park system contains adequate recreational fields and play equipment to
meet Auburn’s outdoor recreational needs.
Lakes and ponds that have suffered from noxious weeds have been cleaned up and
restored to high quality waters.
Large contiguous tracts of open space are permanently protected from development. This
helps Auburn maintain the feel of a small town and preserves important natural resources
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for future generations. Historic resources are preserved to exemplify the Town’s heritage.
A series of greenways and hiking trails offer residents outdoor amenities. The Webster
branch of the old Boston and Albany Railroad is converted into a multiple-use trail.
Demonstrating community pride, citizens regularly participate in the Town “clean-up
days” and remain vigilant about keeping Auburn looking attractive and pollution-free.
To maintain the Town’s environmental quality and public health, sanitary sewers are
extended to residential neighborhoods with high rates of septic system failures.
Local officials engage the public in discussions about the benefits of open space
preservation and work to implement tools to preserve land for future generations.

The Town’s Master Plan Committee further refined this vision at a public forum on October 6,
2005 where public input was solicited regarding the more detailed open space and recreation
goals and objectives contained in this document. At this forum, the following open space and
recreation goals were presented to the public and discussed in detail:


Goal #1: To protect the Town’s water resources for the purposes of drinking water
supply and recreation, considering both water quality and quantity, with a particular
emphasis on the Town’s well-fields and their recharge areas and waterbodies that may
have recreation potential, and to raise public awareness regarding the importance of
Auburn’s water resources.



Goal #2: To Expand and improve existing open space and recreational resources and
facilities to meet the Town’s anticipated recreational needs for the benefit of all segments
of Auburn’s population.



Goal #3: To continue the protection of valuable open space and sensitive environmental
areas and the acquisition of undeveloped open space land for conservation.



Goal #4: To work to preserve Auburn’s historic buildings and sites for the future
enjoyment of its citizens and to maintain a link to the Town’s past.



Goal #5: To increase public awareness of the merits of open space preservation and
conservation, particularly the benefits accrued for future generations.

The Open Space Committee held supplemental public forums in 2011 and 2014 to collect data
from residents while continuing to update and reinforce the Plan under the guidance of Town
Administration. As a result, specific details were added to each goal to increase awareness of
critical concerns and clearer objectives were provided to help achieve each goal.
As in the last iteration of this Plan in 2000, Town planners are still concerned about the amount
of land for active recreation purposes. To address this concern, the Master Plan Committee
recommends that the Town’s Recreation Committee and Department of Public Works join
together to perform a Level of Service (LOS) analysis for Auburn’s active recreation facilities.
They anticipated that growth in population will correlate to an increased demand for recreation
facilities, and that the Town would benefit from conducting its own LOS analysis instead of
relying on national standards that have little applicability to Auburn. In fact, the National
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Recreation & Parks Association no longer promotes population-based recreation standards and
now encourages communities to utilize the LOS analysis method.
In completing the Plan, our research showed that Auburn’s rate of growth seems to have leveled
off over the last thirty years, with the Town adding roughly 2,000 new residents during this
timeframe. The Town’s highest rate of growth occurred between 1920 and 1970 when the Town
added over 10,000 new residents during those fifty years. The Town has issued only 76 building
permits for new homes during the last four and a half years, correlating to the leveled growth in
the community. Although Auburn is not in a state of aggressive growth, the Town needs to plan
for the preservation of its open spaces and the provision of recreation facilities now before new
development precludes such opportunities.
Since the last adopted iteration of the Open Space & Recreation Plan in 2000, the Town has built
a new High School which included a series of recreation fields and facilities. Thanks to Auburn
community spirit and the generous contributions of many Town residents, The Dr. Arthur &
Martha Pappas Recreational Complex was constructed on a 20 acre parcel of open space off of
Pakachoag Street. The facility is a vibrant community gathering space for all ages, and consists
of multiple playing fields, concessions, a playground, and a performance pavilion. The Town
Planning Division has worked with the Central Massachusetts Regional Planning Commission
on the Central 13 Prioritization Project, an effort that designated several development and
preservation locations within Auburn as regionally significant. The Town has updated its
Subdivision Rules and Regulations to include further specifications on shade trees, and has
developed draft stormwater management regulations under the general by-laws, slated to be
finalized within the next year. The Town has also invested considerably in addressing waterbody
needs, including the repair of several dams and the implementation of aquatic weed control
efforts.
This document is not a plan in the true sense of reflecting a data collection effort, analyzing that
data, integrating data with the attitudes and beliefs of the residents, making conclusions, laying
out an implementation strategy and detailing work items. Rather, the plan lists various issues that
need further discussion by Town boards and residents, and suggests a path towards a
coordinated, integrated implementation strategy. The majority of work items relate to these five
major actions. The Seven-Year Action Plan in Section 9 represents the culmination of research
and planning efforts documented in the sections to follow and is the heartbeat of the Open Space
& Recreation Plan.
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Auburn is an attractive suburban community located in the first ring of communities abutting the
City of Worcester. The Auburn Mall and other retail/service establishments along State Route 12
and U.S. Route 20 have made Auburn a regional shopping destination.
The Town’s residential population grew substantially between 1930 and 1970, more than
doubling its population over 40 years. Auburn’s rate of growth has stabilized somewhat since
then. Although the community added close to 900 new residents during the 1990s, the
population increased by approximately 300 people in the last decade. Even though population
growth has slowed and population projections predict a slow growth over the next 20 years,
development pressures will diminish opportunities to protect what remains of the Town’s open
space. Auburn’s close proximity to Interstates 290, 395 and the Massachusetts Turnpike, the
excellent school system, and easy access to regional shopping destinations makes the Town a
prime candidate for expanded residential growth. The Town needs to take advantage of
opportunities to protect open space now before those opportunities are precluded by new
development.
A.

Statement of Purpose

Although many of the goals of the Town’s previous Open Space Plan have been accomplished,
the onset of new development has resulted in an increasing awareness of the need to “do
something” about open space in Town. The popularity and success of trails in other
communities, such as Millbury, Hudson, and Marlborough has spurred local interest in trail
development. As the Town’s remaining open land continues to disappear and the population
increases, open space and trails will be increasingly important to maintain the landscapes and
natural features valued by residents of the Town of Auburn. Providing sufficient recreation fields
and facilities has been a longstanding community concern. Local sports clubs have often cited
the lack of recreation facilities in Town, which has resulted in scheduling conflicts and overuse
of existing recreation fields and facilities.
The Town of Auburn owns a large amount of land as a municipality (approximately 10% of the
total acreage); however, not all of it is available or even suitable for public use. The Auburn
Water District owns a large swath of land around Dark Brook Reservoir, but this land is off
limits for recreational use. Passive recreation is allowed at the old landfill site though The Town
does not actively encourage such use. The Town no longer utilizes Rotary Beach because
municipal officials have lingering concerns regarding Stoneville Reservoir’s water quality, and
the location provides limited parking which forces users to cross Rochdale Street.
Town property off of Barnes Street represents the Town’s largest conservation landholding of 75
acres, followed by approximately 50 acres of Chapter 61A agricultural land off Southold Road.
In terms of recreation, the Town has recently developed the Dr. Arthur & Dr. Martha Pappas
Recreation Complex (formerly referred to as Pakachoag Meadows) to help expand its
recreational offerings. Open Space efforts need to be incorporated in the Town’s ongoing capital
planning process to increase the amount of Town-owned conservation and passive recreation
land, and to provide for the maintenance, improvement, and development of recreation areas.
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The purpose of this Plan is to reassess the Town’s past open space and recreation goals,
determine what’s been accomplished, ascertain changes since the previous Plan was written and
adopted and continue to plan for future open space and recreation needs.
When complete, this 2014 Open Space and Recreation Plan will:




B.

Articulate the goals and objectives for open space preservation and active and passive
recreation opportunities in the Town of Auburn,
Provide a comprehensive planning document to give direction to Town boards, committees
and citizens in planning for the open space and recreation needs of the community and
Begin the process of reviewing Town bylaws, regulations and policies to determine their
impact on Open Space preservation.
Planning Process and Public Participation

The Auburn Master Plan Committee used a public forum to obtain citizen participation in the
preparation of a 2007 Open Space & Recreation Plan which was never finalized. Though the
Plan was never fully endorsed by the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs
(EOEEA), efforts applied to create the document have been used as the foundation for this
current iteration of The Auburn Open Space & Recreation Plan. The public forum was held at
the Town Hall on October 6, 2005. The Committee used input from the forum in the
development of the Plan’s goals/objectives (Section 8 of this document) and the seven-year
action plan (Section 9 of this document). With only a few exceptions, the Committee met on a
monthly basis throughout the plan’s preparation and all meetings were advertised and open to the
public.
Recognizing the importance of obtaining State endorsement, Town Administration and the Board
of Selectmen established an Open Space Committee comprised of Auburn residents and staffed
by the Town Planner. The Committee was created with the mission to identify, protect, preserve
and restore open space, wetland, and woodlands in the Auburn area. The first goal of the
Committee was to review and update the 2007 Open Space & Recreation Plan and seek
endorsement from EOEEA. The Committee organized and began regularly hosting duly
advertised public meetings starting in August 2011. At their October 19, 2011 meeting, the Open
Space Committee held a public forum to perform an Open Space & Recreation SWOT
(Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats) Analysis thereby soliciting further public
input.
The Committee continued to meet at varying intervals through early 2014 to review and update
each section of the previous Plan. The Auburn Planning staff worked to incorporate the new
information gathered in the public forums, as well as update the technical information for the
new Plan. In April 2014, after several years of partnered work between the Open Space
Committee and the Planning Staff, the Committee hosted a public forum to present their findings
along with an updated Draft Plan. The Draft Plan was made available in the Town Clerk’s Office
for public review two weeks in advance of the April 30, 2014 meeting date. It was posted
across social media and was well attended by community residents. As a result of the combined
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efforts between community and staff, the Board of Selectmen, fully endorsed the Draft Plan at
their May 27, 2014 meeting.
In addition to public input, contributions to this Plan were made by the Town Manager, Town
Planner, Assessor’s Office, Board of Selectmen, Open Space Committee, Planning Board,
Conservation Commission, Department of Recreation & Culture, Department of Public Works,
and the Auburn Historical Commission. The Central Massachusetts Regional Planning
Commission (CMRPC) provided technical assistance in assembling the Plan’s various elements.
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A.

Regional Context

Auburn lies in a broad, shallow basin bounded on three sides by hills that typically reach 800 to
900 feet in elevation. Kettle Brook drains this basin, flowing in a northeast direction towards
Worcester. After passing through several dammed ponds, the watercourse feeds Middle River
which flows east for a short distance. The Middle River then becomes Blackstone River and
turns south to Narragansett Bay. The southern slopes of Tinker Hill and Prospect Hill drain south
toward Oxford and the French River basin. This land is currently in forest, agricultural or
residential use and is zoned RR.
Kettle Brook is formed by a dendritic system of tributaries. Its headwaters extend into the hills of
Leicester and Millbury. While the majority of Auburn’s Zone II aquifer recharge zones are
located within town boundaries, there are several points where they extend into neighboring
communities: where Wellington Brook extends into Oxford and where Ramshorn Brook extends
into Millbury.
As Worcester has expanded, its urban character has pushed south into Auburn. As Auburn
became a bedroom community for Worcester, residential development boomed and commercial
and retail development followed. In the past, this development has been concentrated in the
central and northern sections of the Town, and has been confined by the steep slopes of the
Town’s peripheral hills. As the population of the Worcester Metropolitan Region continues to
grow, these steep slopes and forested hills are under increasing development pressure. Leicester
and Oxford are also experiencing these pressures, but still retain a primarily rural character.
Stormwater runoff from Auburn’s steep terrain, exacerbated by large areas of impermeable
surfaces resulting from urban and suburban development, presents a flood hazard to the City of
Worcester. To ameliorate this hazard, an aqueduct has been bored through Pakachoag Hill. The
aqueduct diverts water directly from Kettle Brook to the Blackstone River. This strategy relieves
Worcester of flooding on the Middle River, but increases flooding potential along the Blackstone
River. Auburn can reduce the severity of flooding both within the Town and downstream by
preserving forest and agricultural lands, thereby reducing further increases in runoff rate.
The Auburn Water District, which supplies water for the vast majority of Town, relies entirely
on shallow sand and gravel wells. The aquifer recharge zones are threatened by a number of
potential point and non-point pollutants. The location of Auburn at the crossroads of Interstates
90, 290 and 395 presents a potentially disastrous hazard. All of the existing wells are found
within 1,500 feet of one of the interstates. The Town has already had one incident where a
chemical spill shut down one of the Water Department’s well field. This open space plan cannot
easily address this problem, but serves to emphasize the vulnerability of Auburn’s water
resources.
See Map 1, Regional Context on the following page.
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B.

History of the Community

Auburn’s geography strongly influenced the community’s settlement and development. From
before the first Puritan settlers arrived until the earliest period of the industrial revolution,
topography and natural resources determined the town’s development patterns. Social and
cultural factors rose in importance later.
In the 1600’s, approximately twenty families of Nipmuc Indians lived on Pakachoag Hill. It is
assumed that they chose to live on Pakachoag partly for its namesake, a “delicate spring of
water”. Following the displacement of the Nipmuc from the region, settlers in the 1700’s began
clearing forests in areas of moderate slope in order to farm the fertile soils. Agriculture defined
the character of Auburn well into the 19th Century.
When industries developed in the 1800’s, builders situated mills along the streams in order to
take advantage of waterpower. These mills often created opportunities for public recreation, as
their ponds provided swimming and fishing locations. The Norwich & Worcester Railroad was
built in the mid-1800s. The rail lines the same streams to take advantage of the gentle grades
and proximity to existing industry.
The mills catalyzed an economic and developmental shift in Auburn. In the 1800’s the
community hosted more than one hundred farms. Throughout the century a trend of farm
abandonment gained momentum as farmers began working in the mills to earn extra income.
Today only three of those farms remain. The mills not only drew farmers from their fields, but
also attracted immigrant workers who settled near the mills. The influx of a new working force
induced an increase in housing density in the center of the town.
In the 20th Century, zoning districts were delineated using the location of 19th Century industrial
sites and railroads. Town officials used the location of these infrastructures to indicate the
appropriateness for industrial zoning. Of course, the impact of industries has changed
dramatically since then. For instance tanneries were notorious contaminators, and there was a
tannery near the present day intersection of Southbridge and Goulding. On the other hand,
lumber, grist, and spinning mills did not present the hazards for aquifer contamination now
created by chemicals produced and used by modern industries. As a result there are industrial
uses located within the Zone II aquifer recharge area along Ramshorn Brook and Leesville Pond.
Worcester’s prospering economy and growing transportation prompted another shift in Auburn’s
growth. Development no longer depended upon natural factors within the town, but became
contingent upon social and cultural factors beyond the Auburn’s borders. For instance, railroad
and electric trolley construction at the end of the 19th century created a deeper connection to
Worcester. The availability of new transportation made it easy for Auburn residents to commute
into Worcester for work. A correlation grew between the city’s prosperity and Auburn’s
industrial decline. During this period the town became a bedroom community, and residential
development became concentrated along the trolley lines on Pakachoag Hill and College Hill.
Residential development continued to change with the evolution of transportation modes. The
Auburn Highway Department was established in 1890. The department began paving the town’s
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dirt roads and expanding the road network. New bus service competed with the trains and
trolleys for commuter business and slowly gained their favor. The Great Depression spelled the
end for the trolley network. As the automobile took the lead in transportation, roads became the
primary avenue for moving people; therefore the population gradually discontinued the use of
trolley lines throughout Auburn.
Auburn saw significant changes during the decade after World War II as the town’s population
more than doubled in that period. Mobile home parks became a trend in new residential
development for the quickly growing population. The trend was checked by a regulation of
mobile homes between 1959 and 1961. Urban sprawl accounted for the majority of post-war
development. During this growth period Auburn had no coherent open space plan resulting in a
lack of adequate open space for the expanding population.
In the 1950’s The Eisenhower Interstate System construction drastically altered the town of
Auburn’s character. Close to five percent of Auburn’s total area is accounted for by the
interstates and their associated interchanges. These roads provided easy regional access for town
residents, but created a strain on the town’s open space and recreational resources by increasing
the demand for land use for other purposes.
The commercial center of Auburn has shifted over the years in response to commercial trends.
The oldest town center was located near the intersection of Church Street and Central Street.
This area is still reminiscent of Auburn’s early history with its historic buildings and quiet treelined streets. In the 1970’s, new commercial enterprises and retail businesses preceded the
previous boom of residential development. Much of the new commercial development began
serving not only Auburn residents, but the region as a whole. This change brought the
commercial center to Drury Square, an area characteristic of 20th century Auburn. Its central
development as a commerce and civic center began in the 1870’s, and its modern character is
defined by the Fire Station, Library, High School and the Auburn Mall.
Development along Route 20 and in West Auburn is more indicative of the town’s current
development trends. Today land use types are becoming increasingly segregated and disjointed.
Current trends in road and site design have accommodated cars over people, creating
environments that are inhospitable for pedestrians. As a result, the segments of population who
do not drive have decreased accessibility to the remaining open spaces. Through zoning, the
town can influence these trends and increase accessibility by requiring bike paths and sidewalks
as part of new projects.
As Auburn has been developed for residential, commercial, and industrial uses, the quality and
quantity of public open space lands has diminished. The fate of Mirror Lake vividly illustrates
this trend. “The name Mirror Lake [now called Auburn Pond] came from the clear water with
almost perfect reflections of shorelines, sunsets, white clouds in a blue sky, autumn foliage, etc.
There were fish to be caught, swimming for the boys in the summer with ice-skating and a
goodly harvest of ice for the farmers in the winter. An abundant variety of wildflowers, including
the now rare blue gentian grew along the banks and dam.”1 Despite the valuable resource
described in this quote, half of Auburn Pond was filled to build parking lots for the Auburn Mall.
1

Quoted from Happy Birthday Auburn, Auburn Historical Society, 1978.
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It is now surrounded by the noisy bustle of Drury Square and functions as a retention basin
rather than a swimming or fishing hole. Goddard Park, dedicated to the launch of the first rocket
at Pakachoag Meadows, is located next to the pond. There are no swimming facilities in Auburn.
C.

Population Characteristics

The 2010 Census counted 16,188 residents in Auburn, an increase of 287 persons from the 2000
Census count of 15,905 residents. With a total landmass that consists of 16.4 square miles,
Auburn has a population density of roughly 987.1 people per square mile. Table 1 presents
Auburn’s population growth and percent in population change by decade, as well as the
projected population for the year 2020.
Table 1
Auburn Population Growth by Decade

18,000
16,000
14,000
12,000
10,000
8,000
6,000
4,000
2,000
0
Total Population
% Population Change

65%
55%
45%
35%
25%
15%
5%
1920

1930

1940

1950

1960

1970

1980

1990

2000

2010

2020

-5%

3,891 6,147 6,629 8,840 14,047 15,347 14,845 15,005 15,901 16,188 17,200
0

58.0% 7.8% 33.4% 58.9% 9.3%
Total Population

-3.3%

1.1%

6.0%

1.8%

6.3%

% Population Change

Sources: US Census. Projected population for year 2020 was provided by the Central Massachusetts Regional
Planning Commission.

Table 1 shows that Auburn experienced substantial growth over two decades, from 1940 to 1959,
when the population grew at a rate of 33.4% and 58.9%. Since then, growth has stabilized and
according to the Central Massachusetts Regional Planning Commission’s population forecast,
Auburn’s population rate will see moderate growth (6.3%) over the next ten years.
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Table 2
Auburn Housing Unit Growth by Decade
7,000

14%

6,000

12%

5,000

10%

4,000

6%

2,000

4%

1,000

2%

0
# of Occupied Housing
Units
% Change

8%

3,000

1980

1990

2000

2010

5,165

5,714

6,346

6,542

0

10.6%

11.0%

3.1%

# of Occupied Housing Units

0%

% Change

Source: US Census

Table 2 shows how the housing stock has grown over the last thirty (30) years and allows for a
comparison against the growth in population. Please note that Table 2 refers only to year-round,
occupied housing units. Taken together, Tables 1 & 2 indicate that new home construction in
Auburn has grown at a faster rate than the growth in population. This is not surprising when one
considers the national trend towards smaller household sizes. Couples are having fewer children
today and many households are the single parent variety. Auburn’s US Census data confirms this
trend. In 1980, the typical Auburn household contained 2.87 people. By 1990, the persons per
household figure had declined to 2.63; in 2000 this figure had further declined to 2.48 persons
per household and as of the 2010 Census Auburn’s persons per household appears to have
stabilized at 2.47.
Another factor contributing to smaller household sizes is “the graying of America”, that is, our
nation’s elderly population is expanding. The Census data clearly demonstrates that this national
trend is taking place in Auburn. In 1970, the median age of Auburn’s population was 30.4 years
of age and, in 1980, it edged up to 33.9 years of age. By 1990, the median age had increased to
37.6 years of age, in 2000 Census the median age increased to 40.9 years of age, the most recent
year’s 2010 Census shows Auburn’s median age has further increased to 43.7 years of age.

12 | Town of Auburn 2014 Open Space & Recreational Plan

Table 3
Population Change by Age Group in the Last Decade
5000
4500
4000
3500
3000
2500
2000
1500
1000
500
0

35.0%
30.0%
25.0%
20.0%
15.0%
10.0%
5.0%
0.0%
-5.0%
Under 5

5 - 19

20 - 34

35 - 54

55 - 64

65 - 74

75+

2000

847

3051

2490

4996

1635

1386

1496

2010

791

2957

2411

4880

2192

1366

1591

-6.6%

-3.1%

-3.2%

-2.3%

33.7%

-1.4%

6.4%

% Change

2000

2010

-10.0%

% Change

Source: 2000 & 2010 U.S. Census

Table 3 above displays change in age of the town’s population from 2000 to 2010. The number
of residents in all children’s age groups (19 and under) declined. These declines lead to the
increased likelihood that the town’s school population will decline slightly over the next five
years. This expectation could change if there is an unexpected increase in new housing growth
or a significant turnover in the existing housing stock to families with school-aged children. This
assumption is based on the decline in the town’s population of school aged children and preschool aged children. Additionally the decline of residents in their child-bearing prime indicates
the trend of declining numbers of school aged children will not reverse itself in the near future.
The data also reveals that a large population increase occurred among those aged 55-64 (557
additional persons or a 33.7% increase). This indicates that buyers of homes are waiting to enter
their high wage-earning years before being able to afford a home. Conversely, one may also infer
that it has remained difficult for young adults (20-34 years) to afford to live in Auburn and that
there are insufficient rental units since that age group declined by 2.6%.
Older citizens (55 and over) witnessed population changes. Residents between the ages of 55-64
increased significantly by 33.7% while those 65-74 decreased by 1.4%. This latter segment
represents Depression Era births, when the birth rate was low due to severe economic factors. As
these residents move into their elder years, there is unlikely to be a significant increase in the 75
and over population. However, during the last decade, those 75 and over were one of two age
groups to experience growth: 95 persons, an increase of 6.4%. This may be partly explained by
advances in health care, as residents are now living longer lives.
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Table 4
Auburn Households by Type

Household Type

Number of
Households
Percentage
2000

Number
of
Households
Percentage
2010

Family Household

4, 406

69.4%

4,345

66.4%

Non-Family Household

1, 940

30.6%

2,197

33.6%

Source: 2000 & 2010 US Census

Table 4 indicates that more than 66% of Auburn’s households consist of families. This represents
a decreasing trend according to the previous two Census findings. The 2000 Census reported that
family households accounted for 69.4% of all Auburn households, and the 1990 Census reported
75.8% of the same. It should also be noted that, according to the 2010 Census, females head
9.6% of households in Auburn, and increase of one percent since 2000. Since the majority of
suburban communities are generally made up of single-family homes, they tend to have a higher
percentage of family households.
Table 5
Type of Occupancy (Owner/Renter - 2000)
Type of Occupancy

Number of Units Percentage Number of Units Percentage
2000
2000
2010
2010

Owner Occupied Housing

5,219

82.2%

5,406

82.6

Renter Occupied Housing

1,127

17.8%

1,136

17.4

Source: 2000 & 2010 US Census

According to Table 5, there were a total of 5,219 owner occupied housing units in 2000. That
figure increased to 5,406 in the year 2010. During the same time span, rental units increased
from 1,127 units to 1,137 units. Table 5 indicates that more than 82% of Auburn’s housing stock
is owner-occupied.
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Table 6
Median Household Income Comparison
Auburn Median Household Income

$73,068

State Rank (out of 351 municipalities)

183

State Median Household Income

$66,658

Auburn as a Percent of State Average

109.6%

Worcester County Median Household $65,968
Income
Auburn as a Percent of Worcester County 110.8%
Average:
Source: 2008 – 2012 ACS 5-Year Estimates

According to Table 6, Auburn’s median household income is higher than both the State and
Worcester County median household incomes. This suggests that Auburn is a relatively affluent
and prosperous community. Auburn’s median household income figure is likely higher than that
in the County because the City of Worcester’s median household income is $45,679. The large
population of the City causes a decrease in the figure for Worcester County.
Table 7
Per Capita Income Comparison
Auburn Per Capita Income:

$33,347

State Rank (out of 351 municipalities):

192

State Per Capita Income:

$35,485

Auburn as a Percent of State Average:

94%

Worcester County Per Capita Income:

$31,609

Auburn as a Percent of Worcester County 105.5%
Average:
Source: 2008 – 2012 ACS 5-Year Estimates

According to Table 7, Auburn’s median per capita income figure is slightly higher than that in
Worcester County, yet slightly less than that in the State. It should be noted that the high per
capita income figures for the communities within the Boston metropolitan area help to skew the
State’s per capita income figure in the upward direction. The City of Worcester’s per capita
income figure ($24,470) is much lower than that of surrounding communities, and brings down
the per capita income figure for all of Worcester County.
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C-1. Additional Demographics:
Jobs: According to the most recent statistics from the Massachusetts Office of Labor and
Workforce Development Department of Unemployment Assistance, there were 446 business
establishments in Auburn as of June 2013, employing a total of 8,031 people (jobs in Auburn).
The high number of business establishments and employees reveals that Auburn is both a
regional shopping destination and a regional employment center. Not surprisingly, the
wholesale/retail sectors had the largest number of business establishments and employees in
Auburn.
Labor Force: Statistics from the Division of Unemployment Assistance report that Auburn had a
labor force of 8,580 workers as of December 2013 (Auburn residents with jobs). The Division’s
most recent unemployment data from that same month shows that Auburn’s unemployment rate
was 6.9% for that month. This figure is slightly lower than Worcester County (7.4%) and slightly
higher than the State (6.7%) unemployment rates, and affirms that Auburn’s economic health is
comparative to wider local trends.
Environmental Justice: While a large amount of the City of Worcester abutting the northern
border of Auburn is designated as environmental justice areas, the Town itself does not have any
environmental justice populations.
D.

Growth and Development Patterns

D-1. Patterns and Trends: For most of the last century, the University of MassachusettsAmherst has been tracking statewide land use data. The University interprets aerial photographs
(now using GIS) based on land use categories. Table 8 below outlines Auburn’s land use totals
for the last three UMass-Amherst statewide mapping efforts.
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Table 8
Auburn Land Use Changes (in Acres)
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Table 8 Source: UMass-Amherst land use data for 1971, 1985 and 1999. Other includes: institutional uses, mining,
transportation corridors and waste disposal.

Table 8 illustrates that Auburn’s residential sector has added the most acreage (over 700 acres
between 1971 & 1999), while adding close to 200 acres of new commercial and industrial land.
The biggest land use losses between 1971 and 1999 were forestland (a loss of 517 acres) and
farmland (loss of 387 acres). Map 2, Auburn Zoning Districts on the next page displays the
current zoning district pattern in the Town.
Since 1991 Mass Audubon has been analyzing historic and current land use changes driven by
economic and demographic factors. Using the most up to date technology, Audubon has been
reporting on these changes every five years in an effort they call Losing Ground, the most
current analysis issued in 2005. Audubon has designed measures to calculate the ecological
integrity of a community’s land by creating an ecological integrity index. Ecological integrity is
defined as the ability of an area to support plants and animals and the natural processes necessary
to sustain them over the long term. The index takes into account eight factors when generating
results: habitat loss, microclimate alterations, impacts from domestic predators, impacts from
edge predators, non-native invasive plants, non-native invasive earthworms, connectedness of
the landscape, and similarity of each point to the surrounding landscape. Using these parameters,
Mass Audubon reports the change in ecological integrity by acres within the Town of Auburn as
depicted in the table on the following page 18.
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Table 9
Reported Change in Ecological Integrity (by Acre)
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Source: Mass Audubon Losing Ground Statistics for the Town of Auburn

As seen in Table 9, the Town of Auburn has lost 631 acres of ecological integrity since 1971
(41% total loss). The land use analysis provided by the University of Massachusetts and Mass
Audubon has made it clear that development in Town has had an impact on the open space and
ecological integrity of Auburn’s land. Considering these impacts while planning for the future
will ensure that the community gains the full benefits of new development without losing
important valuable and limited resources.

D-2.

Infrastructure

2-a. Transportation Systems: Auburn contains three critical connections to the interstate
highway system: Interstate 290, which extends south from Worcester; Interstate 395, which
extends north from Oxford; and the Mass Pike (Interstate 90), which runs east/west through the
middle of Town. U.S. Route 20 is a major regional east/west connector that also travels through
the center of Town. Lastly, State Route 12 runs through Auburn in a north/south direction
providing frontage for the majority of the Town’s commercial establishments. Massachusetts
Department of Transportation maintains an interchange just north of Eddy Pond that links the
three interstate highways, Route 12, and Route 20.
Auburn is serviced by three bus routes of the Worcester Regional Transit Authority. Route 25
services the Auburn Industrial park from the bus hub in downtown Worcester via Southbridge
and Sword Street. Route 27 services the Auburn Mall, entering Auburn from the north via
Pinehurst Avenue, to Auburn Street. Lastly, Route 42 services several communities along State
Route 12 from downtown Worcester to downtown Webster.
While each of the three routes has only one time point in Auburn, the system operates on a flagstop service outside of the City of Worcester. As such, bus will stop anywhere a commuter flags
it along the three routes in Auburn. In general, these three routes provide commuter connection
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between major employers in Auburn and neighboring communities, including the City of
Worcester. All routes return to the central bus hub where connections can be made to 25 local
bus routes; the Greyhound and Peter Pan regional bus services; and the Worcester-Framingham
Commuter Rail Line to Boston.
The Town of Auburn has 21.7 miles of sidewalks along the federal-aid eligible roads. The
Subdivision Rules & Regulations, enforced by the Planning Board, require the inclusion of
sidewalks in all new subdivisions. While developers often request waivers from this regulation,
the Board has a history of requiring a sidewalk on one side of newly constructed roads. There
currently are no formally established bike paths, bike lanes, or walking trails in Town. The
success of these amenities in neighboring communities has created a demand among Auburn
residents.
2-b. Water Supply Systems: The Auburn Water District (AWD) supplies the entire Town
with the exception of the Elm Hill Water District service area located in the north. The AWD
recently acquired the Woodland Park Water District which is supplied with water from the City
of Worcester. The AWD has incorporated the Woodland Park service area into its system.
The AWD maintains twelve shallow sand and gravel wells. Two wells (#4 & #5) are in close
proximity to the Walsh Avenue treatment facility, and three wells (#6, #9 & #10) are located in
close proximity to the Southbridge Street Court treatment facility. A wellfield containing three
wells (#1, #2 & #3) is located near the intersection of Church Street and Southbridge Street.
Another wellfield containing two wells (#7 & #8) is located off of Pine Valley Drive just before
the railroad tracks. There are two more wells and a treatment facility off of West Street. The
twelve wells combined have the capacity to deliver 2.3 to 2.6 million gallons of water per day.
The wells’ maximum safe yield is 2.4 million gallons per day (gpd). However, the Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) permits a 1.6 million gpd average daily withdrawal. The Water
District stores 3.5 million gallons in reserve tanks on Prospect Street and Bryn Mawr Avenue.
The water system uses an average of 1 million gpd. In the summer months the use increases to
an average of 1.8 million gpd. Considering the DEP’s 1.6 million average gpd limit, the AWD’s
water system is running close to allowable capacity. The District recently added the two wells
and small treatment facility off of West Street to alleviate this problem. The system addition cost
roughly 2.8 million dollars to install. Even with two new wells in operation, it is quite likely that
new water supply sources will need to be developed during the next decade. The District
continues to search for new water supply sources as an ongoing endeavor. While the AWD has
the authority to impose water use restrictions during the summer months, it has not done so in
four years.
The District’s water system currently does not have any significant water quality issues other
than the particular treatment needs of individual wells cited above. The distribution system
consists of approximately 70 miles of pipe. The water delivery pipes can be as old as 50 years
and are replaced as they break. The District does not have a formal pipe replacement program
but it does utilize leak detection surveys on a regular basis.
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As of 2013, the Auburn Water District serves 4,800 customers. The AWD estimates that each
customer uses approximately 73.1 gallons of water per day (per capita). The water system is
almost 100% fully metered and the District currently estimates that only 8.6% of the system’s
water is unaccounted for. The District has an agreement with the City of Worcester for an
emergency water supply. While the District does not have a water conservation plan consistent
with the Water Conservation Standards of the Massachusetts Water Resources Commission, it
does provide water conservation public education pamphlets to its customers on a regular basis.
The last comprehensive water system study for the District was completed in 1991 by the
engineering firm of Dufresne & Henry, Inc. The AWD does not have a formal water system
expansion plan; rather, landowners and developers pay for the extension of the system’s water
pipes.
As mentioned above, the AWD has two on-line water treatment facilities off of Southbridge
Street Court and Walsh Avenue, and another off of West Street that will soon be on-line. The
two active treatment facilities are approximately ten years old and are upgraded on a regular
basis. When combined these two plants have the capacity to treat up to one million gallons per
day. Both plants utilize green sand filtration systems that remove iron, manganese and arsenic.
The District also has three water storage tanks; two of these are off of Prospect Street (one has a
storage capacity of two million gallons while the other can store up to half a million gallons);
and one tank is located off of Bryn Mawr Avenue with a one million gallon storage capacity.
2-c. Sewer Service: The Auburn sewer system became operational in 1974. Foresight and
planning over the years has resulted in a modern sewer system consisting of approximately 85
miles of sewer lines and 12 sewer pumping stations in various locations around town. The total
worth of the system is approximately $12.03 million. The Auburn Sewer Division provides
sewer service to 85% of the community (source: 2012 Annual Report). Regions of Town not
currently served by the Sewer Division are the most remote and costly areas to install and
operate a sewer system. Those locations are primarily rural, hilly terrains that require costly
sewer pump stations to operate force mains. The number and type of connections are listed in
Table 9 below:
Table 10
Sewer Connections, 2012
Residential

5,454

Residential/Commercial

153

Commercial

517

Industrial

20

Tax Exempt

179

Worcester Connections

54

Total

6,377

Source: 2012 Annual Report
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The Sewer Division does not have a Facilities Master Plan to extend the sewer system into
unsewered areas. Landowners currently unserved may apply to request extensions. The Division
will generally comply given that the applicant bares 95% of the cost and that the additions meet
Sewer Regulations and current engineering standards. Since capacity at the treatment plant has
been recently upgraded, the entire Town could be sewered, but high costs will realistically limit
future expansion. The Division recently extended the system along Route 20 to serve Westec
Industrial Park and other industrial users.
It is important to recognize the benefit of extending sewer service when considering the longrange growth of the Town. Extended sewer service can help promote economic development as
industrial and office buildings generally have higher sewage generation rates than residential
uses. High-density residential development can be targeted to appropriate areas of the Town if
sewers are present to handle wastewater generation. Extending sewers to undeveloped areas can
benefit the environment. New sewer service can allow for the replacement of failed septic
systems, a significant source of ground and surface water contamination. Additionally, new
sewers open opportunity to develop land previously disqualified to pass Title 5 standards due to
poor soil conditions. The excess capacity of the sewer system should be viewed as a valuable
resource that can benefit the community.
The Town’s sewage flow is treated at the Upper Blackstone Water Pollution Abatement District
(UBWPAD) treatment plant on the Worcester/Millbury line. The District was originally created
to serve ten communities with the primary goal of protecting the water quality of the Wachusett
Reservoir and Blackstone River. The plant was constructed with excess capacity to meet the
future needs of the entire district. The plant was originally designed for an average daily flow of
56 million gpd, and is currently designed for 45 million gpd. In 2012, UBWPAD treated 1.78
gpd of discharged wastewater from Auburn.
In 1999, the Environmental Protection Agency and DEP revised the plant’s discharge permit and
mandated stricter pollutant limits in an effort to improve the Blackstone River water quality. The
UBWPAD plant is at the upper reaches of the River where flows are low compared to the water
volume treated at the plant. During summer months, the plant’s discharge is the principal
contributor to the River’s flow. The state and federal regulators imposed stricter discharge limits
because the treated wastewater creates a significant portion of the River. The new limits required
expensive equipment upgrades to meet the new standards. The UBWPAD appealed the permit
to the EPA and DEP that same year. However, a revised permit was issued in September 2001
that set more stringent effluent limits for nitrogen and phosphorus than the plant was originally
designed to treat. The plant enacted an ongoing four-phase improvement project to comply with
the new standards. The plant reached compliance with the permit limits by August of 2009, and
currently meets advanced treatment standards. Construction is currently underway on the third
phase, and the total cost of the upgrades is projected to be $180 million. This work is being
funded by low interest loans through the Massachusetts Water Pollution Abatement Trust over a
30-year period.
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D-3.

Long-Term Development Patterns

Auburn’s zoning scheme allows for commercial and industrial development along Route 12 and
Route 20, its major transportation corridors; residential development is allowed everywhere else,
although allowable density is less in Auburn’s more rural areas (west and south Auburn).
Auburn’s Zoning Map can be found earlier in part D of Section 3.
In 1999, the EOEA initiated an effort to prepare a buildout analysis for each community in the
State. A buildout analysis attempts to determine the number of developable lots and the town’s
total population at full buildout, i.e. if the town were completely developed under the standards
of current zoning. Existing developed lands, protected lands, and land with environmental
constraints are taken out of the equation. The remaining developable land is divided by the
standards of the local zoning bylaw.
It should be noted that a buildout analysis does not attempt to determine when a community will
reach full buildout; it is simply an attempt to determine what a community would look like if its
remaining vacant land were developed according to the town’s current zoning standards. The
town could alter its buildout results by making changes to dimensional requirements for new lots
(lot size, frontage) or by permanently protecting more land in town. Thus a buildout analysis is
fluid and represents but a snapshot in time.
The regional planning commissions were contracted to perform buildout studies for each
community in their respective regions. The Central Massachusetts Regional Planning
Commission (CMRPC) completed a buildout analysis for the Town of Auburn in early 2000. A
summary of Auburn’s buildout analysis is presented below. The first section details the amount
of new development that Auburn could accommodate if its remaining vacant developable land
were fully built out; the second section adds the buildout potential to Auburn’s current land use
figures to estimate what Auburn would look like upon achieving full buildout.
Table 11 – Auburn Buildout Analysis
Remaining Acres of Vacant, Developable Land

3,815

Additional New Residential Housing Units

2,317

Additional New Population

6,084

Additional New School-Age Children

1,554

Total Housing Units at Full Buildout

8,663

Total Population at Full Buildout

21,985

Total School-Age Children

4,605

Source: CMRPC Buildout Analysis for Auburn, Spring 2000.

Auburn’s buildout analysis indicated that the Town is approximately two-thirds built out based
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on the current standards of the Zoning Bylaw. There is a total of 9,929 acres (minus water) of
land area, of which 4,682 acres are developed. Environmental constraints restrict building on
another 1,432 acres, which leaves 3,815 acres of vacant developable land in Town (or 38% of the
Town’s land area). Looking towards the future, Auburn will most likely retain its present land
use pattern of suburban residential development with major highway corridors supporting
commercial and industrial uses.
While buildout is an abstract concept that assumes one-day all available land will be developed
for economic purposes, it is wise to consider the ecological impacts that maximum development
implies. Such growth would over-tax the ability of the Town’s aquifers to accommodate drinking
water to new residences and businesses. Streams, ponds, and wetlands that depend upon ground
water for replenishment could be significantly depleted for all or part of the dry months of the
year. This would have profound impact upon fisheries and wildlife habitats.
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A.

Geology, Soils and Topography

A-1 Geology: The most recent US Geological Survey’s surficial geology maps constitute
Auburn’s primary source of geologic information. MassGIS (the State GIS data center) further
digitally enhanced these maps in 1992. The USGS surficial geology maps indicate that Auburn is
underlain by five basic geologic formations:






West Auburn (essentially the area west of the railroad tracks from Deadhorse Hill to
Prospect Hill) is underlain with Ayer Granite (Triassic – late carboniferous or post
carboniferous igneous rocks) from the Cenozoic period.
Oakdale Quartzite (Carboniferous sedimentary rocks) from the Paleozoic period appears
as a strip underlying Stoneville Pond, Stoneville Reservoir and Dark Brook Reservoir.
Worcester Phyllite (Carboniferous sedimentary rocks) from the Paleozoic period appears
in north Auburn between Stoneville Pond and Leesville Pond, extending to the middle of
Town.
Oxford Schist (Carboniferous sedimentary rocks) from the Paleozoic period appears in
north Auburn underneath Leesville Pond, extending to the middle of Town.
The remaining area (essentially all of east Auburn) is underlain with Gneisses and Schists
of undetermined age.

A-2 Soils: According to the 1992 report, Soil Survey of Worcester County, Massachusetts –
Southern Part, prepared by the USDA’s Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS),
Auburn’s soil properties can be generalized into five major categories. A description of these soil
categories and their locations in Auburn is provided below and a graphic depiction of them can
be found on Map 3, General Soils on the following page.


Paxton-Woodbridge-Ridgebury Soils: Nearly level to steep, very deep, well drained to
poorly drained soils on glaciated uplands. This soil type consists of soils on upland hills
and ridges dissected by many small drainage ways. Stones cover more than 3% of the
surface in most areas. The soils were formed in glacial till derived from schist, gneiss,
and granite. In Auburn, this soil type is scattered throughout Town with large
concentrations in the vicinity of Prospect Hill, the northeast corner of Town and along the
Auburn/Millbury line.



Canton-Montauk-Scituate Soils: Nearly level to steep, very deep, well-drained soils on
glaciated uplands. This soil type consists of soils located on upland hills and rolling
glacial till flats. It is dissected by broad drainage-ways that flatten out on the lower
slopes. Stones cover more than 3% of the surface in most areas. The soils were formed in
friable glacial till. In Auburn, this soil category appears around Tinker Hill, Deadhorse
Hill, around Stoneville Reservoir and northeast of Eddy Pond.

25 | Town of Auburn 2014 Open Space & Recreational Plan

26 | Town of Auburn 2014 Open Space & Recreational Plan



Chatfield-Hollis Soils: Gently sloping to steep, moderately deep and shallow, welldrained and somewhat excessively drained soils on glaciated uplands. This soil type
consists of soils on hills and ridges that have bedrock exposures throughout. Stones cover
more than 3% of the surface in most areas. The soils were formed in glacial till. In
Auburn, this soil category is scattered throughout Town with no significant large
concentrations.



Merrimac-Hinckley-Windsor Soils: Nearly level to steep, very deep, excessively drained
and somewhat excessively drained soils on outwash plains. This soil type consists of soils
located on broad, flat plains and in rolling to steep areas throughout the southern portion
of Central Massachusetts. The soils were formed in water-sorted deposits of glacial
outwash. This is Auburn’s largest soil category, appearing as a large swath running northto-south from Leesville Pond, along either side of Dunn’s Brook, along either side of
Eddy Pond, all the way to the Auburn/Oxford line.



Freetown-Swansea-Saco Soils: Nearly level, very deep, very poorly drained soils on
uplands, outwash plains and floodplains. This soil type consists of soils on broad flats
that have small depressions. These soils are in old glacial lakes or small ponds adjacent to
streams. The soil formed in organic deposits and alluvium. In Auburn, this soil type is
scattered throughout Town with no significant large concentrations.

The distribution of soil types in Auburn follows a pattern typical of glacial landscapes. Glacial
till soils are found on the uplands, generally above 500 to 600 feet in elevation, and glacial
outwash plains and eskers are found in the valleys at lower elevations. The Town’s soils are
typically very deep, and have a sandy loam texture. Sandy soils are very porous and do not
retain water very well, so erosion tends to be an issue on passive recreational uses such as
walking trails that contain varying elevation changes. Otherwise, the soils provide good
drainage for playing fields and similar flat open areas.
Much of the Town was at one time covered with soil types considered to be prime farmland by
the US Department of Agriculture. “The soils qualities, growing season and moisture supply are
those needed to sustain high yields of crops in an economic manner. Prime farmlands produce
the highest yields with minimal inputs of energy and economic resources, and farming it results
in the least damage to the environment. A recent trend in land use has been the loss of prime
farmland to industrial and urban uses. The loss of prime farmland to other uses puts pressure on
marginal lands elsewhere.”2
A-3 Topography: Auburn’s topography ranges from a high of 876 feet above sea level
(Crowl Hill) to a low of 403 feet above sea level in the vicinity of Eddy Pond. Prospect Hill
(867), Deadhorse Hill (827 feet) and Tinker Hill (728 feet) are also prominent hills within Town.
It should be noted that Deadhorse Hill was the highest hill in Auburn at the turn of the last
century, but years of sand and gravel removal has resulted in leveling off the mountaintop.
2

USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS), Soil Survey of Worcester County, Massachusetts –
Southern Part, 1992.
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A-4 Effects of Development:
Three of the largest town-owned properties (Granger Cliffs, Former Landfill, and the backland of
the Pappas Recreation Complex) are residentially zoned and contain mostly Paxton-WoodbridgeRidgebury soils. The soil type is known to be unfavorable for installing septic systems and
subterranean infrastructure. Public utilities would need to be extended to all three sites, whereas
a new water tower and pump stations would be required to handle any large scale development
with moderate-high utility demand. All three areas are located within the Town’s Aquifer III
recharge zone and any large scale recreational development could lead to complications with the
local water supply.
The Granger Cliffs and Former Landfill sites both have significant topographical variations that,
combined with the Aquifer location, deem the property unsuitable for large scale recreational
projects such as multiple athletic fields. Such large developments could increase the volume of
surface runoff that would exacerbate natural erosion towards distinct rocky ledge features. Low
impact passive recreation uses such as walking/hiking trails are in high demand by Auburn
citizens and would be the most suitable use for these two sites.
The Pappas Recreation Complex is the best candidate of the three properties for large scale
recreational development since it abuts reasonably flat agricultural land and already has multiple
athletic fields. A complete stormwater detention system was installed to properly manage the
surface runoff for the existing athletic fields and it could be expanded to accommodate future
public demand. Effects on the community character would be minimal for an expansion project
since the complex is already in existence and only a few years old. The Southern portion of the
property consists of varying topography and an unmapped network of walking trails that connect
three southerly residential neighborhoods. Properly mapping, signing, and maintaining this trail
system would promote walkability to the complex and would be a nice low impact addition to
the property as well.

B.

Landscape Character

The Town of Auburn is located in the State’s central upland known as the Worcester Plateau.
The land area surrounding Auburn is dominated by ridge-tops that have an average elevation of
1,100 feet above sea level, although none of Auburn’s hills exceed 900 feet in height. Auburn is
relatively hilly with many slopes greater than 8-10%. The hilly topography adds scenic beauty to
the Town and enhances the quality of its recreational areas. Extensive tracts of forest and sparse
development of the Town’s peripheral hills provide scenic vistas from many locations in Auburn.
Development of these wooded slopes would alter the Town’s aesthetic character.
C.

Water Resources

There are several large man-made reservoirs and ponds spread throughout Auburn. None of the
reservoirs are used as drinking water sources, opening the possibility for greater recreational use.
The Auburn Water District owns a significant amount of land surrounding Dark Brook Reservoir
and the new West Street wellfield will be located on this land. The reservoir itself is not
considered a water supply source.
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Public use of Auburn’s waterbodies is hampered by several problems. Urban development has
enveloped most of Stoneville, Leesville, and Pondville Ponds. Eddy Pond is accessible from the
State boat launch and from Camp Gleason, but public access to Stoneville and Dark Brook
Reservoirs is inadequate. In light of the new wellfield at Dark Brook Reservoir, it is unlikely that
the reservoir and surrounding properties will be opened up to public use anytime soon. The same
access issues limit fishing in Auburn to Eddy Pond. With the closure of the beaches at Stoneville
Reservoir (Rotary Beach) and Camp Gleason, there are no public swimming facilities in the
Town. Rotary Beach was closed several decades ago due to high levels of bacteria in the water;
Camp Gleason has turbidity issues with the water that create unsafe swimming situations. It
should be noted that the Auburn Parks, Recreation, & Cemetery Committee would like to reopen
Rotary Beach or Camp Gleason and establish a summer swim program. This will not happen
until issues that closed the swimming sites are abated. Currently, there are no indications that
either property is safe for public swimming.
The vast majority of Auburn (roughly 80% of the Town’s land area) falls within the Kettle Brook
tributary basin. A small section of south Auburn falls within the French River tributary basin, A
small section of east Auburn falls within the upper reaches of the Blackstone River tributary
basin and a very small section of north Auburn falls within the Middle River tributary basin.
A graphic depiction of Auburn’s water resources can be found on Map 4, Water Resources on
the following page.
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C-1. Aquifer Recharge Areas: Auburn has three Zones of Contribution (ZOC’s) to these
public supply wells, which includes Zones I, II, and III. Due to the potentially disastrous impact
hazard of Auburn’s location at the crossroads of Interstates 90, 290 & 395, as well as the high
density of residential and commercial development in Town, an Aquifer Watershed Protection
Overlay District Zoning Bylaw was enacted in 1985. Each ZOC is defined by standard
geological and hydrologic investigations which may include drilling observation wells,
performing pumping tests, water sampling and geologic mapping. The Overlay District includes
the aquifer itself, including the land above the aquifer, and the most significant recharge areas for
these aquifers. The Overlay District also provides specific regulations pertaining to potentially
hazardous uses or storage of materials that are only permitted via Special Permit or Variance
from the Zoning Board of Appeals. Auburn’s public water supply relies entirely on shallow sand
and gravel wells. A majority of Auburn’s Zone II aquifer recharge zones are located within town
boundaries; there are several points where they extend into neighboring communities: where
Wellington Brook extends into Oxford and where Ramshorn Brook extends into Millbury.
C-2. Flood Hazard Areas: The Federal Emergency Management Agency‘s (FEMA) Flood
Insurance Rate Map for Auburn depicts the Town’s flood prone areas. Auburn, with its relatively
steep slopes and drainage characteristics, has well-defined flood prone areas, totaling 1,223 acres
of 100-year flood zones. The abundance of wetland areas provides large amounts of natural
storage, thus reducing flood dangers downstream. The Town’s Floodplain Overlay District
provides adequate protection for the 100-year flood zones, as the bylaw language is consistent
with FEMA standards.
C-3. Wetlands: Wetlands comprise numerous types of environments such as marshes, wet
meadows, ponds, bogs and swamps. They help to maintain water supplies, purify polluted
waters, diminish the destructive power of flood and storm water, nurture wildlife, and provide
numerous passive recreational opportunities. According to National Wetlands Inventory (NWI)
of the US Fish & Wildlife Service, Auburn has significantly more wetlands (595 acres) than the
wetlands identified through the MassGIS land use mapping effort (127 acres). This discrepancy
is due in large part to the NWI’s more expansive definition of what constitutes a wetland. The
truth of the matter is that new development is a threat to Auburn’s wetland resources, which are
being lost faster than they can be replaced.
The Division of Fish and Wildlife has certified one vernal pool in Auburn at this time, although
local conservationists believe there are many vernal pools scattered throughout the community.
In fact, local conservationists have identified 64 potential vernal pools in Auburn, and the
necessary documentation has been submitted to the State for one pool located in the vicinity of
Pondville Pond.
Vernal pools are unique wildlife habitats best known for the amphibians and invertebrate animals
that use them to breed. Vernal pools, also known as ephemeral pools, autumn pools, and
temporary woodland ponds, typically fill with water in the autumn or winter due to rising
groundwater and rainfall and remain ponded through the spring and into summer. Vernal pools
dry completely by the middle or end of summer each year, or at least every few years.
Occasional drying prevents fish from establishing permanent populations. Many amphibian and
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invertebrate species rely on a breeding habitat that is free of fish predators. Some vernal pools
are protected in Massachusetts under the Wetlands Protection Act regulations as well as several
other federal and state regulations. The Natural Heritage Endangered Species Program (NHESP)
serves the important role of officially “certifying” vernal pools that are locally documented.
D.

Vegetation

The Town of Auburn’s physical forestry characteristics are 54% canopy density and 16%
impervious surfaces according to data from the Department of Conservation and Recreation
(DCR). The forested lands of Auburn serve as wildlife habitats, buffer zones, screenings, noise
absorbers, air purifiers, water quality and release, temperature moderators, aesthetic appeal,
recreation, and a source for commercial forest products. It is in the best interest of the
community that the Town of Auburn strives to maintain its forested lands in a healthy condition.
Auburn can utilize its resources without losing or destroying them for future generations by
planning for future demands and by studying in-depth proposals that could adversely affect the
various amenities of a forest.
Auburn contains approximately 770 acres of privately-owned agricultural lands that are a mix of
both active and inactive farmlands. The largest collection of parcels is located off of Kelly Street
which contains open meadows rich with arable soils and a dense thicket of perimeter forest that
serves as a cover for wildlife. A majority of all agricultural land is located in the Residential
Rural (RR) zoning district which provides scenic values and very little threat of high-density
development.
The Massachusetts NHESP not only certifies vernal pools but also tracks rare, threatened and
endangered plant species within the Commonwealth. The most recent inventory of the NHESP
lists four plant species of concern in Auburn:

Town

Taxonomic Scientific
Group
Name

AUBURN

Vascular
Plant

AUBURN

Common
Name

State
Rank

Most
Recent
Observation

Conioselinum Hemlock
chinense
Parsley

SC

1918

Vascular
Plant

Ranunculus
Bristly
pensylvanicus Buttercup

T

1989

AUBURN

Vascular
Plant

Rhododendron
Great Laurel
maximum

T

1999

AUBURN

Vascular
Plant

Waldsteinia
fragarioides

SC

1833

Barren
Strawberry

State: E=Endangered, T=Threatened, SC=Special Concern, WL=Unofficial watch list.
Although considered urbanized, the Town of Auburn retains several extensive areas of forestland
within its boundaries. However, according to the 2006 Massachusetts Urban & Community
Program Study (Mass U&CF) conducted by the DCR, Auburn has not recently updated or
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catalogued its general inventory, forest lands, or public shade tree inventory. Furthermore,
Auburn scored a 2 out of a possible 6 on the Mass U&CF because the Town did not have a
Documented Management Plan, an Advocacy/Advisory Group, Professional Staffing, or a Tree
Inventory/Resource Assessment.
Because of Auburn’s noticeable lack of conformity with the Mass U&CF Program in 2006, and
since it was not resolved through the 2007 OSRP plan, this Plan shall promote awareness of the
Massachusetts Sustainable Community Forest Award from the state provided to communities
who achieve the following six goals:





E.

Employing professionally training forestry staff
Developing a local tree protection ordinance and/or enforcement of MGL 87
Establishment of an advocacy group/committee
Development of a Forest Resource Management Plan
Submitting an application for Tree City USA status
Fisheries and Wildlife

It is generally difficult to associate a suburban community with significant wildlife populations.
However, Auburn’s business district and populated residential sections are surrounded by acres
of sparsely developed woodlands. Game wildlife populations that inhabit these areas include
grouse, woodcock, deer, rabbit, hare, fox, raccoon, and ring-neck pheasant. In addition to these
species, there are numerous amphibians, reptilian, and avian non-game species that reside here.
At the request of the Town, the Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife (DFW) has
provided a report dated December 8, 2015 that contains information on rare species and other
aspects of biodiversity that has been documented recently in Auburn. The report encourages the
Town to incorporate the letter, species list, maps and the 2012 BioMap2 information into the
OSRP. This information can be found on the next several pages:
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F.

Scenic Resources and Unique Environments

F-1
Scenic Landscapes: There are no areas of Auburn listed in the Massachusetts Landscape
Inventory as significant landscape features on the State level. Scenic resources of local interest
include Prospect Hill and the remaining open space on Pakachoag Hill. Neither site is protected
in perpetuity. Scenic vistas are available on Deadhorse Hill, Crowl Hill, Tinker Hill, and on the
Granger Cliffs.
F-2
Major Characteristics or Unusual Geologic Features: Auburn’s highest elevation is
Crowl Hill, which reaches 876 feet above sea level. Approximately 30 percent of the Town’s
land area consists of slopes greater than 15%. The geologic features that define the Town’s
landscape character are its prominent hills and its surface water features. Granger Cliffs, located
on the southeast slope of Prospect Hill, is one of the Town’s more prominent geologic features.
F-3
Cultural, Archaeological and Historic Features: The National Register of Historic
Places currently lists three sites in Auburn of historical significance: the Goddard rocket launch
site near Pakachoag Hill (this site has also been designated as an Historic Landmark), the Tuttle
Schoolhouse on South Street (home of the Auburn Historical Museum), and the Joseph Stone
House on Stone Street. Auburn’s Historical Commission has taken the lead in adding properties
to the National Register and continues to do so. There are four other sites in Auburn that are
eligible for the National Register: the old High School building on Auburn Street, and the Town
Hall, Merriam Public Library and the Doctor Greene House – all located on Central Street.
In addition to the National Register listings, the Historical Commission has filed an inventory of
over 200 Auburn properties with the Massachusetts Historical Commission. Being part of the
State inventory of historic sites does not result in the permanent protection these properties, and
Auburn has seen many of its historic properties torn down, sold or modified in a manner not in
keeping with the building’s historic character.
Auburn has recently been recommended for inclusion in the John H. Chafee Blackstone River
Valley National Heritage Corridor. The Town has submitted an application for inclusion to the
Department of the Interior at the Federal level, and is awaiting Congressional action to finalize
the inclusion status. Like a National Register listing, membership in the Blackstone Corridor is
necessary for grant eligibility for building and environmental restoration, maintenance and
improvements.
F-4
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC): The Department of Environmental
Management lists no Areas of Critical Environmental Concern within Auburn.
F-5
Core Habitat Areas: In addition to the scenic and unique environments identified by the
residents as part of the planning process for this document, it should be noted that Auburn
contains an area of land identified by the NHESP as a “Core Habitat” for aquatic, plant and
wildlife species. In 2001, with funding from the EOEA, the NHESP developed a BioMap for the
entire Commonwealth in order to identify areas most in need of protection to ensure native
biodiversity. The BioMap identified Core Habitat areas based on verified data that corresponds
to actual locations on the ground. The areas mapped were determined by biologists to be those
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most suitable to support viable plant and wildlife species. In Auburn, a Core Habitat area appears
as a swath of land in south Auburn around Eddy Pond and a large wetland area along the
Auburn/Oxford line. Areas defined as “supporting” Core Habitat areas can be found in south
Auburn (on either side of Eddy Pond) and west Auburn (essentially Dark Brook Reservoir and
the land to the west of it).
F-6

Central 13 Priority Preservation Areas

The Town of Auburn Planning Division worked with the Central Massachusetts Regional
Planning Commission in a collaborative effort called the Central 13 Prioritization Project. The
Project engaged the public, private, and non-profit sectors with the objective to identify regional
and local priorities for growth, development, higher education, and land preservation. The
Commission is hoping to develop an over-arching identity for Central Massachusetts by
identifying resources in each of these categories. These efforts highlighted the following three
regionally significant preservation priorities in the Town of Auburn. Prospect Hill has potential
value for preservation since it contains several hundred acres of farm land in an area that is
generally non-farming. Wellington Brook Trail Connection encompasses a significant portion of
the Town’s largest tract of Core Habitat. The Leicester Street property is a 60 acre parcel and a
potential location for a solar farm. The parcel is located across the street from and abutting 120
acres of conservation land.
These locations along with other Town scenic resources and unique environment can be found
on the next page in Map 5, Scenic Resources and Unique Environments.
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G.

Environmental Equity

This section refers to the distribution of open space and recreation resources in Auburn. Over
90% of recreational resources in Auburn are located within the northeast quadrant of the town
between Route 20 and Oxford Street. Despite having the highest residential density, this area
also has the greatest concentration of town-owned open land. The recreational resources are
comprised mainly of athletic fields and neighborhood parks while the open land is being
explored for potential walking trails and a dog park. The Southeast and Southwestern quadrants
located below the dense commercialization of Route 20 make up the Residential C and RR
districts. These districts contain larger tracts of land and less residential density than the
northeast quadrant. There is a high volume of natural open space, including a large core habitat
area along Eddy pond, but there is a lack of established recreational resources aside from a boat
ramp on Eddy Pond. The northwestern quadrant above Darkbrook Reservoir and west of Oxford
Street contains the sparsest residential and commercial development coupled with an abundance
of open space that is mostly forested and privately owned. Recreational resources are absent
from this area due to the steep terrain of Deadhorse and Crowl Hills combined with the lack of
road frontage and accessibility to town-owned parcels.
H.

Environmental Challenges

Environmental contamination can pose a threat to both natural resources and recreation facilities.
By identifying potential sources of contamination and dealing with them prior to their discharge
to a surface waterbody, the Town can protect the quality of its water resources. At present, the
State Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) lists the Town of Auburn as having two
active National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permits. The first permit is for
the Town’s various water treatment plants, and the second permit is a general town-wide permit
for the EPA-mandated Phase II Stormwater Management Program.
DEP also maintains a list of “brownfield” sites for every Massachusetts community.
Massachusetts DEP has no formal definition for brownfields, but they often have certain
characteristics such as toxic waste and disposal sites to locations of chemical and oil spills or the
possibility that these conditions exist. The most current DEP listing for Auburn contains 253
brownfield listings. Although the number is alarming, there are often multiple listings per site.
The Mass Turnpike is one particular site where quite a few chemical spills have occurred. A full
listing of Auburn’s Brownfield sites can be found in Appendix D of this document.
There are no active landfills in Auburn, although there is a capped landfill that is regularly
monitored and maintained by the DPW. The Town contracts with an independent hauler for
curbside trash & recycling pickup.
The Town has not generated a formal inventory list of erosion, sedimentation, or chronic
flooding problems, but continues to handle and identify drainage issues on a case by case basis.
Erosion is exacerbated when developers build on land that has significant elevation changes
without installing erosion control measures. In 2008, several residences were affected by
stormwater and siltation runoff from an up-gradient subdivision when its construction was not
properly managed. The Town seized the construction bond to create a detention pond in order to
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quickly resolve the matter. The subdivision was eventually sold to a new developer, who has
conformed to erosion control measures set forth by the Town Engineer.
The Town is aware of two significant erosion issues related to surface runoff. The DPW is in the
process of pursuing MEMA grants to mitigate these issues both located near culverts in
residential neighborhoods specifically on Oxford Street and Appleton Road. Local officials are
also aware that sections of Brook Street and Rockland Road are subject to chronic flooding
during storm events because of wetland crossings. Since 2008, the DPW has mitigated several
historic flooding issues related to substandard drainage systems, including the removal of large
volumes of sedimentation located at the outflows of Eddy and Stoneville Ponds.
Auburn’s diversion channel bypass gate was installed by the Army Corps of Engineers to
regulate water levels that prevent chronic flooding in Worcester at Webster Square. On occasion
when the gate is closed, water levels rise in the Ramshorn Brook floodplain during significant
storm events which causes one of Auburn’s pump stations to become submerged. Although
personal property is not affected by this issue, both sides of the gate must be monitored during
significant storm events to prevent flooding or overflow.
Accidental chemical spills are a very real danger for Auburn due in part to the presence of the
interstates. The Town only has to look back to 1998 when a diesel fuel spill temporarily shut
down one of the Town’s well fields for a significant amount of time. The Town had to purchase
water from the City of Worcester to meet its drinking water needs. The use of deicing salts also
creates contamination problems for the Auburn Water District. The District faces considerable
costs to build and maintain a desalinization plant.
Stormwater runoff from paved surfaces also contains numerous toxic chemicals as a result of
routine use. In many areas runoff from roads is channeled directly into the Town’s surface water
features, even within the Town’s aquifer recharge areas. The Auburn Mall and many other
businesses also found in the Local Business Zoning district contain impervious surface on over
90% of the lot. Sand and salt runoff has historically been a regular issue in the district. In an
attempt to encourage environmental equity throughout town, Auburn approved a landscape
bylaw in 2008 that requires new businesses in all commercial and industrial zones to install
landscaping and green infrastructure.
Surface water and aquifer contamination also occurs from non-point sources in residential and
agricultural areas. Very little of Auburn’s land is used for agriculture, but residential use covers
approximately 80% of the Town’s area (according to the zoning map). Individual septic systems
are a potential groundwater contamination source, and Title V regulations work to reduce the
impact of this problem. Concentrating new residential development within the sewer district
where sewer service is already available is desirable to avoid the need for individual septic
systems.
Lawn care products are the primary non-point source of residential use pollution. The fertilizers
and pesticides used in lawn maintenance contribute significant quantities of nitrogen, phosphate
and toxins to surface and ground waters. The excess nutrients accelerate eutrophication of
Auburn’s ponds and reservoirs, and can be toxic in drinking water where high concentrations
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exist. Measures to increase public awareness of this problem, coupled with the promotion of
alternative methods for residential landscaping could reduce the use of lawn care chemicals.
Changing public perceptions will not be an easy task. The dominant social paradigm that an
expansive, dark green, weed free lawn is the hallmark of a solid citizen and the persuasive
advertising of chemical manufacturers creates strong opposition to change. In the western part
of the United States, however, water resource issues are more urgent and more obvious to the
public, and communities have initiated successful programs to encourage ecologically sensitive
methods of landscaping. These programs could be used as models and adapted to the
circumstances of Auburn’s specific environmental problems and native vegetative cover types.
In an effort to minimize developmental impact and promote environmental equity, the DPW and
Town Engineer are currently working on improved stormwater regulations that will guide
developers toward low impact development standards while encouraging the use of green
infrastructure to manage site runoff before and after construction. In 2012, the Planning Board
adopted new Subdivision Rules and Regulations that promote Open Space Residential
Developments containing thresholds of required open space preservation to minimize
developmental impact.
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Open space must be a key consideration in planning if the health of a community and its people
are both considered important. There are numerous health benefits associated with access to
public open space and parks. Access to vegetated areas such as parks, open spaces, and
playgrounds has been associated with better perceived general health, reduced stress levels,
reduced depression and more. As Auburn continues to grow, continuing to value open space is
vital but also challenging, particularly where there is pressure for space, resources and
development.
Open Space parcels are divided into two main categories, protected and unprotected. Protected
lands include all federal, state, local, non-profit and private lands that are legally protected by
state or federal statutes, by the vote of Town Meeting at the time of acquisition or by restrictions
in their deed. Unprotected lands are town-owned lands uncommitted for conservation purposes
such as schools and other municipal property, land enrolled in MA General Law CH. 61, 61A &
61B, and other private lands that, due to low intensity of use, add to the quality of open space in
the Town.
The table spanning the following pages inventories and describes all public and private open,
recreation and conservation lands. The open space map shows the location of properties under
some manner of protection, both permanently protected lands (State lands, Conservation
Commission parcels, cemeteries) and lands under limited protection (Chapter 61 properties,
Auburn Housing Authority properties, and Auburn Water District parcels). Lands under limited
protection are vulnerable to development or change of use. Thus, wetlands although protected by
federal, state and local laws are still vulnerable to the effects of development. The map also
depicts Town owned lands that are not in perpetuity, but because of their size could hold a
significant value for open space preservation. A graphic depiction of Auburn’s protected lands
can be found on the following page in Map 6, Open Space Inventory.
Please note that there are numerous Town-owned properties that have not been assigned to any
particular municipal entity for management. The vast majority of these properties are tax title
properties (taken by the Town for lack of paying taxes). In the last 100 years Auburn has
acquired 71 tax title properties. These lots are not considered permanently protected. As can been
seen from Map 6, the majority of the tax title properties are very small (most under an acre in
size) and are unsuitable for use as active recreation areas or open space. The only Town-owned
properties considered protected in perpetuity are those under the jurisdiction of the Conservation
Commission. The Auburn Water District owns a significant amount of property, but only the
portions of parcels that fall within the wellfield contribution areas are considered protected in
perpetuity; thus, these properties are considered partially protected.
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts owns very few properties in Auburn, and most of their
landholdings are associated with the highway system and are under the jurisdiction of the
Massachusetts Department of Transportation. The federal government does not own any land in
Auburn.
A number of properties under private ownership are enrolled in the State’s Chapter 61 tax
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program, which provides for a lower tax rate as long as the land is preserved as farmland and/or
forestland. Chapter 61 properties are considered to have “limited protection” because they can be
pulled out of the tax program and developed after paying a nominal penalty. It should be noted
that the Town has the right-of-first-refusal when Chapter 61 properties are withdrawn from the
tax program. In actual practice, the Town usually has a difficult time in marshalling the
necessary resources to purchase such properties in the time allotted to exercise its right-of-firstrefusal. The Town needs to improve its notification procedures for when Chapter 61 properties
are withdrawn from the tax program so that interested municipal entities can work with Town
officials to exercise the right-of-first-refusal in a timely manner. It should be noted that the Town
successfully exercised its right-of-first-refusal in 1987 to acquire the Pakachoag Meadows
property from the Post and Cutting families.
Including school facilities, the Town of Auburn maintains the following recreational amenities:


Lemansky Park, Oxford Street: This is a 24.4 acre multi-use complex which contains the
following: full size baseball diamond with lights; full size softball diamond with lights; 3
tennis courts; 2 basketball courts with lights; youth playground (Rocketland); skateboard
park; quarter mile track; full size soccer field inside of track area; multi-purpose field
(behind tennis courts) that can be used for soccer practices, football practices and youth
soccer games. This complex also has public bathrooms and a concession stand.



Eddy Pond Boat Launch: The Town owns and maintains a boat launch on the eastern side
of Eddy Pond. The State Fish & Game Department stocks Eddy Pond with fish. There are
no sanitary facilities at this location.



Old Landfill Site, Rochdale Street: This town-owned, 46.4 acre site contains roughly two
miles of trails for all-terrain vehicles (ATVs). A private ATV association is responsible
for maintaining the trails on this site.



Franklin Field, Franklin Street: This park contains a youth playground, a Little League
baseball diamond, and one basketball court. There are no sanitary facilities at this
location.



Boyce Street Tot Lot, Boyce Street: This park contains a youth playground. There are no
sanitary facilities at this location.



Dr. Arthur & Dr. Martha Pappas Recreation Complex: 2 Little League and 1 softball
fields, a combination synthetic soccer/lacrosse field, a half-sized soccer field, a
performance pavilion, restrooms, concession facilities, a playground, and a parking area.
Sanitary facilities are available.



Auburn High School, Auburn Street: The school contains a wide array of recreation
facilities including a 20,000 square-foot gymnasium with an indoor walking track and a
partition that can divide the gym into two areas for concurrent recreation activities, new
baseball and softball fields, a combination soccer/football/field hockey field, basketball
courts, tennis courts, and a playground. Sanitary facilities are available at this location.
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Current Auburn Middle School, Swanson Road: The school houses a gymnasium, a full
size soccer field, and a Little League diamond. There are no sanitary facilities at this
location.



Mary D. Stone School, Church Street: The school grounds contain a youth playground
and youth soccer fields. There are no sanitary facilities available at this location.



Bryn Mawr School, Swanson Road: This school contains a Little League baseball
diamond, a youth soccer field, and a playground. There are no sanitary facilities
available at this location.



Julia Bancroft School, Vinal Street: The 6 acre schoolyard contains a youth playground
and a youth softball diamond. There are no sanitary facilities available at this location.
Pakachoag School, Pakachoag Street: The schoolyard contains a youth playground, youth
baseball diamond, and four youth soccer fields. This facility consists of 7.2 acres and has
no sanitary facilities.

The Athletic Director for the Auburn School Department is responsible for scheduling the use of
school recreation facilities, with school-sponsored activities having priority over private
recreation groups. The Auburn Department of Public Works Parks, Recreation, and Cemetery
Division is responsible for scheduling the use of town-owned recreation facilities. In practice,
scheduling the use of recreation facilities is a joint venture of the Parks, Recreation, and
Cemetery Division and the School Department.
The Auburn Parks, Recreation, and Cemetery Division is responsible for maintaining all of
Auburn’s recreation facilities, both town-owned facilities and those associated with the Town’s
various schools. Planning for new facilities is a joint venture of the Recreation Committee, Parks
Department and the School Department. The Town does not have any recent planning documents
regarding new recreation facilities; rather, Auburn is still making use of the 1999 Parks
Department Strategic Plan. In terms of new recreation facilities being planned in Auburn, the
following facilities are in process:




New Auburn Middle School, West Street: The school will contain a gymnasium, a halfsize soccer field, a full-size multi-purpose field and a student garden.
Potential Swimming Program for Rotary Beach or Camp Gleason: The recreation director
hopes to establish a summer swim program at one of these locations.
Exploring Open Space for Dedicated Trails – Town residents have requested an
established trail network, and the Town has been taking steps to meet this demand.
Preliminary discussion between Auburn, Mass Audubon, and the Greater Worcester Land
Trust about procuring a property north of the Granger Cliffs. This parcel could provide
public access to the Cliffs, opening opportunity to create a passive recreational trail
network. The Town is also considering the formal landfill site on Rochdale Street a prime
candidate for a passive recreational trail network.
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A.

Description of Process

Auburn’s community visioning effort was conducted in 2001 and was funded pursuant to
Executive Order-418, a statewide planning initiative aimed at helping communities further their
local planning efforts. EO-418 was intended to help communities proactively plan to meet
housing, economic development, open space protection, and transportation needs. The
Department of Housing and Community Development and the Executive Office of
Environmental Affairs together provided $30,000 to Auburn to fund this Plan.
At the outset, the Auburn Planning Board intended to combine the funding provided under EO418 with Town funds to update the Master Plan, last completed in 1988, and to update its Open
Space and Recreation Plan as part of the process (the last iteration being May 2000). The Board
created the Master Plan Committee to assist them in the preparation of the Master Plan.
Comprised of members of the Planning Board, Conservation Commission, Zoning Board of
Appeals and resident volunteers, the Committee met on numerous occasions and worked
tirelessly to insure the planning process resulted in a document that will guide the community’s
development in the early part of the 21st century.
The Auburn Vision 2020 component kicked off the Master Plan update process in the autumn of
2001. The Town’s consultant, Central Massachusetts Regional Planning Commission (CMRPC),
facilitated four workshops to identify community needs and opportunities. Auburn residents
provided a wealth of both advice and criticism as they expressed their desires to make Auburn a
better place to live. Forums were held on January 24, and February 9, 19 and 25, 2002, based on
voting precinct locations.
In October of 2011 the Town hosted a public meeting during which staff and community
members worked together to complete an Open Space & Recreation SWOT analysis. An agency
utilizes the analysis to identify internal strengths and weaknesses, as well as external
opportunities and threats (hence SWOT, an acronym that stands for Strengths, Weaknesses,
Opportunities, and Threats). Auburn residents provided useful input through the SWOT analysis
that has been incorporated into the Needs and Goals section of the Open Space & Recreation
Plan below. The complete SWOT analysis exercise is located in Appendix A.
As the Open Space Committee and town staff continued to work on updating the 2007 Plan, the
group reaffirmed Auburn’s 20/20 vision by examining each community goal, thus confirming
that the goals remain consistent with present needs. In April 2014, after several years of
partnered work between the Open Space Committee and the Planning Staff, the Committee
hosted a public forum to present their findings along with an updated Draft Plan. It was posted
in the local newspaper Auburn, MA Daily, and was well attended by community residents. As a
result of the combined efforts between community and staff, the Board of Selectmen, fully
endorsed the Draft Plan at their May 27, 2014 meeting.
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B.

Statement of Open Space and Recreation Goals

Based on the input received from the four visioning workshops and the numerous Master Plan
Committee meetings, the following Auburn 2020 Vision Statement was created.
Concerning the matters in this report, the Vision for Auburn in 2020 is one where:
Quality of Life








Residents view their town with pride and are dedicated to making Auburn a great place in
which to work and live;
Auburn provides safe, healthy, diverse, and livable environments for its citizens;
Citizens participate in Town affairs in large numbers. Boards and Commissions have
qualified candidates who work for the betterment of the Town;
Town meeting members consult with their constituents to represent their interests at
Town Meeting;
Service organizations take on numerous civic improvement projects to enhance the
quality of life in Auburn;
Auburn schools continue to provide a high quality education for children. The schools
are a focal point of community life and offer lifelong learning opportunities for residents;
A community center provides wholesome activity for Auburn youth. Cultural enrichment
programs in music, dance, art, and theatre add to the fabric of community life.

Environment, Recreation and Open Space








An expanded park system contains adequate recreational fields and play equipment to
meet Auburn’s outdoor recreational needs;
Lakes and ponds that have suffered from noxious weeds have been cleaned up and
restored to high quality waters;
Large contiguous tracts of open space are permanently protected from development. This
helps Auburn maintain the feel of a small town and preserves important natural resources
for future generations. Historic resources are preserved to exemplify the Town’s heritage;
A series of greenways and hiking trails offers residents outdoor amenities. The Webster
branch of the old Boston and Albany Railroad is converted into a multiple use rail trail;
Demonstrating community pride, citizens regularly participate in Town “clean-up days”
and remain vigilant about keeping Auburn looking attractive and pollution-free;
To maintain the Town’s environmental quality and public health, sanitary sewers are
extended to residential neighborhoods with high rates of septic system failures;
Local officials engage the public in discussions about the benefits of open space
preservation and work to implement tools to preserve land for future generations.

Findings from the Community Vision Forums are as follows:
Environment and Open Space


Many ponds and lakes in town are suffering from heavy weed growth and filling in from
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runoff of sediments. A concerted (and no doubt expensive) effort should be undertaken to
restore the water quality of these waterbodies;
Auburn has comparatively little protected open space and continued development
consumes additional land each year. The town should become more active in purchasing
open space before it is lost;
The Community Preservation Act (CPA) was not well understood by participants. A
more thorough analysis of its applicability to Auburn and of its potential benefits and
costs should be undertaken before it is presented to voters. (The CPA is a local option
whereby residents agree to increase their real estate taxes from 1% to 3%. Funds can and
must be used for open space acquisition, historic preservation and affordable housing.
Large state matches are available to communities that approve the measure).

Recreation
 People would like to see more passive recreation opportunities, especially for the elderly,
i.e. scenic walking paths;
 The Town should expand hiking opportunities on existing town-owned lands, particularly
at Granger Ledges and the former Gilbert-Stockwell properties;
 Existing recreational areas are inadequate to meet the demands of organized sports;
programs. This deficit may widen as the Town’s population increases and if recreational
sites in private ownership are removed from recreational use.
Open Space & Recreation needs identified through the SWOT analysis echo some of the ideas
identified in previous public forums while adding some new needs to the list. The identified
needs are as follows:
 Creation of a Community Center for events that would include a teen space;
 Explore the possibility of expanding the Pakachoag Golf Course to include additional
holes and dining facilities;
 Additional football fields, as the local youth football program uses the High School field
seven days a week;
 New upkeep standards for older playing fields that would include a rotation policy;
 An outdoor community event space (bonfires, barbeques, etc.)
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The preservation of a community’s open space serves many purposes. First, the conservation of
valuable natural systems provides habitat to a vast array of endangered species. Secondly, the
hydrological networks associated with lakes, streams and underground aquifers provide storage
capacity for floodwaters, natural purification for drinking water, and a source of irrigation for
farming. Aquifer preservation provides protection for the drinking water supply. Finally, many
cultural factors are associated with preserving important natural resources. A network of open
spaces often serves as a community’s identifying aesthetic element, and can provide a
recognizable rural character and a sense historic continuity and integrity. The open space
network provides both valuable opportunities for recreation and important links between State
and National forests with town commons, public squares, parks, playing fields, and walking
paths. Open space available for public recreation also encourages healthy communities as well as
social connection, community pride, and unity.
The following analysis is therefore divided into three components: summaries of Auburn’s
Resource Protection Needs, Community Needs (which also identifies state and regional needs),
and Management Needs. Specific opportunities or actions associated with the needs analysis can
be found in the sections that follow, specifically Section 8 (Goals and Objectives), and Section 9
(Seven-Year Action Plan).
A.

Summary of Resource Protection Needs

Resource protection is based upon the need to preserve existing natural and cultural resources
that are finite in quantity and otherwise irreplaceable. Wetlands, rivers, streams, aquifers,
historical resources, and scenic views all encourage participation in recreation and outdoor
activity. However, once these resources are destroyed they cannot be replaced. Through public
hearings, committee meetings, and workshops the following resource protection needs have been
identified. This analysis of natural resources targets those areas most in need of immediate
protection, maintenance, or development to best serve the present and future inhabitants of the
Town of Auburn. The identified resource protection needs are as follows:


Encourage the protection of undeveloped open space through overlay zoning and public land
acquisition.



Protect the water resources for the Town, including new well locations and extended sewer
service when possible to mitigate septic failure and provide alternative disposal options.



Protect aquifer recharge zones, surface waterbodies, and their water, quality particularly Dark
Brook and Stoneville Reservoirs and Pondville Pond.



Protect streams, wetlands, and vernal pools.



Encourage the continued use of farmland for agricultural purposes.
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Prevent the ecological isolation of conservation lands.



Increase public awareness of the importance and value of wetlands.



Preserve parcels containing unique natural features and/or other areas of special interest.



Increase the level of protection afforded to critical parcels of open space.



Protect forested open land and habitat corridors.



Establish a Conservation Agent staff position for the Town to professionally enforce
wetlands protection regulations and Conservation Commission orders, as was recommended
in the 1999 Open Space & Recreation Plan.

B.

State and Regional Needs

The Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) contains a detailed analysis of
needs for recreation activities, and provides a useful benchmark with which to compare
identified needs in Auburn. According to the Massachusetts Outdoors 2012 SCORP, “It is
important to frame the goals in the context of what is preventing people from being more
active...residents stated the need for recreation close to home, that are reachable without getting
into a car, and in diverse neighborhoods.”
The four goals of the 2012 Massachusetts SCORP are as follows:
1. Increase the availability of all types of trails for recreation
Examples include, but are not limited to:


Paved and unpaved trails that provide access and ability to participate in
multiple different activities: running, jogging, and walking; hiking; biking;
backpacking; and camping.



Increasing access to existing trails by making it easier for more residents to
use them by creating shorter, intracommunity loops and protecting land to
lengthen existing trails.



Trails that provide corridors to wildlife and enable easier access to users for
wildlife viewing.

2. Increase the availability of water-based recreation
Examples include, but are not limited to:


Increasing access to the water by acquiring more waterfront property and
developing put-ins for canoes, kayaks, and other boats.
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Waterfront areas (rivers, ponds, lakes, and ocean) that are safe for
recreational swimming and fishing.



Pools and spray parks that provide water access to communities that are
limited by their available water resources or geographic location.

3. Invest in recreation and conservation areas that are close to home for short visits
Examples include, but are not limited to:


Neighborhood parks and conservation areas that are within a short walk or
bike ride to a large portion of a community’s population.



Acquisition of small parcels of land that can be utilized for community
agriculture.



Facilities that can be enjoyed in an hour’s visit, such as a tot lot or
community garden.



Parks and conservation areas that can be enjoyed with the mode of
transportation that was used to access the site, such as skateboard parks,
walking loops, or trails accessible to bicycles.

4. Invest in racially, economically, and age diverse neighborhoods given their projected
increase in participation in outdoor recreation
Examples include, but are not limited to:




Acquiring land in areas that are diverse from the standpoint of economics,
age, and race.
Developing parks and playgrounds in diverse neighborhoods.
Renovating park facilities to reflect the needs of that community’s
demographics.

The 2012 Massachusetts SCORP expressed importance to address the recreational needs of
senior citizens and elderly residents with disabilities. Since the state average age continues to
rise, the need for certain types of recreational facilities preferred by older generations has a
greater demand. More passive activities such as walking paths are likely to be desired by older
residents. The top two facilities favored for development among residents with disabilities were
picnic areas and historic sites.
C.

Summary of Community Needs

The following needs are synthesized from a combination of the 2012 SCORP data and the public
responses documented in Section 6 (Community Vision). Auburn’s specific needs echo many of
the recreational needs identified at the state and regional levels.
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Expand recreation areas (fields, playgrounds) to meet the demand of organized sports
programs.



Update maintenance standards for existing playing fields that will include a rotation
policy.



Investigate potential to expand the Pakachoag Golf Course to include more holes and the
possibility of incorporating a dining facility.



Develop hiking opportunities on existing town-owned lands including a network of
designated hiking trails or greenways, and promote public awareness of existing and
newly created trails.



Investigate opportunities for bike trails that do not share the right-of-way with motor
vehicles.



Explore potential locations to designate land for a dog park.-



Provide increased passive recreation opportunities for the elderly, e.g., scenic walking
paths.



Provide access for public swimming in Auburn.



Clean noxious weeds and restore water quality of lakes and ponds.



Permanently protect large contiguous tracts of open space to help Auburn maintain the
feel of a small town and preserve important natural resources for future generations.



Increased public education for the benefits of open space preservation.



Preserve historic resources to exemplify the Town’s heritage.



Explore the reuse of soon-to-be vacant school buildings for potential community center
location and/or other various activities.

Previous iterations of the Town’s Open Space & Recreation Plan have documented a clear
demand for additional passive and active recreational facilities. Those Plans contained several
recommendations aimed at increasing passive recreational opportunities in Town – some of
which were implemented, some of which were not. The 1999 Auburn Parks Department Master
Plan hoped to address the shortfall of active recreation sites through the development of a multiuse recreation plan for the Dr. Arthur & Dr. Martha Pappas Recreation Complex (formerly
referred to as the Pakachoag Meadows site). Since the 2007 Open Space & Recreation plan, the
Town has completed a majority of the Complex development. As mentioned in Section 5 above,
the Complex location now houses two Little League diamonds and one softball diamond, a
combination full-size synthetic soccer/lacrosse field, a half-sized soccer field, a performance
pavilion, restrooms, concession facilities, and a parking area. The Town and friends of the
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Pappas Recreational Complex are now in the process of identifying funding to build a children’s
playground. The Pappas Complex certainly helps alleviate some of the demand for recreation
playing fields and mitigates the over-use of existing fields. However, additional recreation sites
will be needed as Auburn’s population continues to grow.
It is recommended that Auburn’s Parks, Recreation, and Cemetery Division undertake an update
of the 1999 Parks Department Master Plan in the next five years. When preparing the update, the
Commission should consider using the Level-of-Service (LOS) guidelines for planning new
active recreation facilities, as recommended by the National Recreation and Parks Association
and the American Academy for Park and Recreation Administration. These two entities have
jointly prepared a set of guidelines for the local provision of open space and recreation facilities
that is based on an LOS analysis.
The LOS is a ratio expressed as acres-per-1,000 population, which represents the minimum
amount of ground space needed to meet local citizens’ real-time recreation demands. The LOS
planning analysis for active recreation facilities considers the land needed for the facilities,
ancillary parking, restrooms, walkways, etc. The LOS concept is used for mini-parks (typically
associated with a single development), neighborhood parks, community parks and athletic
complexes, but not for nature preserves, historic district parks or greenways. There is no single
LOS standard that is applicable to every community; rather, each community should calculate its
own LOS using the following formula:










Determine the park classifications for which the LOS will apply;
Determine the recreation activity menu for each park classification. The menu will be a
list of all the recreation facilities intended to go into each park classification and for which
a specific amount of space will be needed. The menu determines the facilities space
requirements for the LOS formula;
Determine the open space size standards for each park classification for which the LOS
standards will apply;
Determine the present supply of these recreation activity choices;
Determine the expressed demand for these recreation activity choices (usually done
through surveys of the populace);
Determine the minimum population service requirements for these recreation activity
choices;
Determine the individual LOS for each park classification;
Determine the collective LOS for the entire park and recreation system.

In terms of open space, such land cannot and should not be equated with a numerical standard of
any kind. Such an approach would be both impractical and counterproductive. There is no
number of acres of floodplain or wetlands that every community should have in order to meet a
national standard. Rather, a community should develop open space policies through a strategic
planning process that reflect the community’s unique resources of the community.
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D.

Management Needs, Potential Change of Use

Asset management funding is always a need. Identifying funding and staffing resources is a key
element of the Town’s strategy for open space acquisition and maintenance as well as upgrading
recreation facilities. Appendix B contains a partial listing of funding mechanisms and programs.
In regard to potential land use changes, several properties identified for protection on the Action
Plan Map are in the State’s Chapter program. Their permanent protection would technically
constitute a change of use. While the Town of Auburn has the right of first refusal for 120 days
after a notice to withdraw from the Chapter program is received, it often does not have the
capital resources to procure the land for conservation purposes. The Town may explore further
options to bolster a land purchasing fund. Included in need for funds, The Conservation
Commission would like to establish a municipal Conservation Agent position.
The Town has identified the need to maintain existing playing fields to prevent permanent
damage caused by overuse. This may require a field inventory that would record playing field
material and drainage issues. It also may require a field rotation schedule to allow playing fields
to rest properly in between periods of use.
In the past, the Boys Scouts of America have created a trail network on the former GilbertStockwell property. Other voluntary organizations have invested in trail creation on available
open space, but there is a need for trail maintenance. Residents have expressed a demand for a
trail network, but, once a trail is created, there is no system to prevent overgrowth, blaze, or map
the newly established trail.
One of the most significant management needs for the Town’s active recreation areas is ensuring
that all facilities are ADA compliant and therefore accessible to people with disabilities. All of
Auburn’s recreation facilities have been evaluated for ADA compliance and the results of this
evaluation can be found in Appendix C of this document.
The Town will need to prioritize its open space needs on an on-going basis. Communities
acquiring land for open space, recreation and conservation purposes frequently attempt to devise
a method to compare or prioritize land for acquisition. These systems often list locations of
threatened or endangered plant or animal species and water supply protection as among the
highest priority land to buy or protect. Communities often prioritize preserving agricultural land,
especially if it is productive, as well undeveloped open space in densely settled areas without
alternative access to open space. A town may also value land that connects existing open space
areas or creates buffers between sensitive natural resources. Land for acquisition should either
protect present or future water supplies, sensitive natural resource areas, provide public access to
natural resources, connect existing open space land, or provide recreational facilities or
amenities, particularly in densely settled areas. Land that achieves multiple criteria becomes
more valuable for the Town to preserve.
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Using the Community Goals presented in Section 6, and both the 2012 SCORP goals and
Community Needs presented in Section 7 in conjunction with input gleaned from various public
forums and meetings with other municipal entities, the Open Space Committee has developed the
following Goals and Objectives for the preservation and improvement of Auburn’s open space
and recreation resources.
Goal #1:
To protect the Town’s water resources for the purposes of drinking water supply and recreation,
considering both water quality and quantity, with a particular emphasis on the Town’s wellfields and their recharge areas and waterbodies that may have recreation potential, and to raise
public awareness regarding the importance of Auburn’s water resources.
Objectives:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Ensure that Auburn does not grow faster than its ability to supply municipal water
service to new development.
Establish the position of Conservation Agent to enforce the Town’s environmental
quality regulations.
Investigate potential funding sources for the purpose of land acquisition around water
sources.
Increase the level of protection afforded to wells, aquifers and watersheds.

Goal #2:
To expand and improve existing open space and recreational resources and facilities to meet the
Town’s anticipated recreational needs for the benefit of all segments of Auburn’s population.
Objectives:
1.
2.
3.
4.

5.

6.

Improve existing recreational facilities per the DPW Parks, Recreation & Cemetery
Division Master Plan.
Explore field use regulations and how they may be implemented.
Explore the opportunity for the Town to assume the management responsibility of the
Pakachoag Golf Course.
Provide a wider variety of recreational activities for people of all abilities, including
expanded opportunities for hiking, biking, swimming, canoeing, fishing, and bird
watching.
Develop trails for both passive and active recreational use while precluding the use of
trails for motorized vehicles. Continue developing additional recreation and cultural
opportunities on contiguous lands, including the Grace Cutting Park property, at the
Dr. Arthur and Dr. Martha Pappas Recreation Complex.
Improve accessibility of existing public open spaces to all segments of the
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7.

community, including the establishment of access easements, parking facilities and
trail systems.
Protect and/or acquire surface waterbodies that have the potential to provide
recreation opportunities such as summer swim programs, non-motorized boating, etc.

Goal #3:
To continue the protection of valuable open space and sensitive environmental areas and the
acquisition of undeveloped open space land for conservation.
Objectives:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Prevent ecological isolation of conservation lands through the acquisition of
connecting corridors.
Preserve the old growth forest in the vicinity of Town-owned property on Prospect
Street.
Increase the level of protection afforded to critical parcels of open space.
Establish a document management plan to catalogue general inventory, forest lands,
and public shade tree inventory.
Identify and preserve vernal pools and other unique and/or special features in Town.
Encourage the continued use of farmland for agriculture and acquire or preserve those
lands whenever possible.
Plan for the acquisition of private lands that have open space value to the Town as
they become available, particularly Chapter 61 properties.
Investigate opportunities to work more closely with existing local conservation
agencies, e.g. Mass Audubon, Greater Worcester Land Trust, etc.

Goal #4:
To work to preserve Auburn’s historic buildings and sites for the future enjoyment of its citizens
and to maintain a link to the Town’s past.
Objectives:
1.
2.

Compile a prioritized inventory of historic buildings and sites in Auburn that are
worthy of permanent protection.
Educate the citizenry about Auburn’s historic buildings and sites.

Goal #5:
To increase public awareness of the merits of open space preservation and conservation,
particularly the benefits accrued for future generations.
Objectives:
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1.

2.
3.

Work with area land trusts to develop information on conservation and estate
planning for large landholders, the tax implications of preserving open space for all
Auburn tax payers, and the importance of preserving sensitive environmental areas
for the purpose of educating school-age children.
Work with the Town’s Library and school system to disseminate information of
natural resource preservation and conservation.
Provide information to new and current residents regarding the Town’s various
resources (open space lands, recreation resources and historic buildings and sites).
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Since the last iteration of the Auburn Open Space & Recreation Plan, the Town has
accomplished a number of objectives towards achieving the plan goals. In recent years the Town
has rubberized the track at Lemansky Park; constructed the Pappas Complex multi-use recreation
facility, formerly referred to as Pakachoag Meadows; completed the recreation facilities at the
new High School; pursued Auburn’s inclusion in the Blackstone Valley National Heritage
Corridor; and has developed stormwater management regulations under the authority of the
general bylaws and has assigned the enforcement to the assistant town engineer. Former
objectives pertaining to the Middle School and Randall School recreational facility
improvements are no longer relevant. The Town has decided to close two schools and build a
new Middle School, thereby consolidating elementary facilities into the former Middle School.
As mentioned above in Section 5, the new Middle School houses a number of recreational
facilities that will help meet Auburn’s needs, including a gymnasium, a half-size soccer field, a
full-size multi-purpose field (soccer, football, lacrosse), and a student garden.
The Town has also made considerable efforts in addressing improvement needs on Town
waterbodies. Both damns at Leesville Pond and Auburn Pond were repaired in 2010 using Town
Capital Improvement Plan funds. The Leesville Pond dam was repaired with a stop log system,
and the Auburn Pond dam was completely reconstructed. Over the past four years the Town has
also bid an annual aquatic weed control proposal to address weed problems in Leesville Pond,
Eddy Pond between the boat ramp to Route 20 as well as north of Route 20 at Camp Gleason,
and the entire portion of Pondville Pond under Town jurisdiction. The company who wins the
bid implements a pond review and applies chemical treatment to target invasive weed species.
Any successful implementation of these strategies and the objectives identified below is
contingent upon sufficient funding and staffing levels in the appropriate departments, boards,
and/or commissions deemed responsible for each task. Timeframes assigned to each objective
are projected with the best information available in order by priority, but may need to change
depending on available funding and staffing capacities. All goals and objectives shall be funded
by the Town budget as needed, unless grant funding is awarded by regional, state, or federal
sources. Map 7, Action Plan Map following the matrix below displays a graphic depiction of the
Town’s Seven-Year Action Plan.

Goal #1 - To protect the Town’s water resources for the purposes of drinking water supply and
recreation, considering both water quality and quantity, with a particular emphasis on the
Town’s well fields and their recharge areas and waterbodies that may have recreation potential
and to raise public awareness regarding the importance of Auburn’s water resources.
Objective
Finalize and enforce
management regulations

Year
Town’s

stormwater

1

Responsible
Funding
Party
Source*
DPW
– CMRPC
Tech
Engineering
Assistance Grant
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Establish a municipal Conservation Agent
position

1-2

Conservation
Comm.

Conservation
Budget

Investigate depth of reclamation required to
clean noxious weeds and restore water quality of
lakes and ponds
Prioritize waterbodies to be cleaned and restored
where necessary

1-2

DPW Director &
Town Manager

DPW Budget

1-2

DPW Budget

Clean and restore waterbodies as prioritized with
available funding

3-7

DPW Director &
Conservation
Commissioner
DPW

DPW Budget

Goal #2 - To expand and improve existing open space and recreational resources and facilities
to meet the Town’s anticipated recreational needs covering all segments of Auburn’s population.
Objective

Year

Establish a local trails committee to assist with
the planning, construction, and on-going
maintenance of all town-owned trail systems
Explore opportunities for the Town to assume
management responsibility of the Pakachoag
Golf Course
Perform feasibility study for a Community
Center, including an inquiry of citizen demand
Expand the existing walking trail at Pappas
Complex

1

Investigate potential for rail trails at the
Boston/Albany Railroad Webster Branch and
the Worcester Southbridge Street Railway Line
Explore further development of sports field use
regulations and how they may be implemented
Rehabilitate the trail system on Town-owned
property at Eddy Pond and connect to Townowned property on the other side of Cedar St
Rehabilitate and extend the trail network within
the Barnes Street Former Gilbert-Stockwell
property
Explore opportunity to restore Rotary Beach to
a usable public open space without a
swimming component
Analyze needs of sports programs to determine
current (and projected) demand
Investigate the possibility of establishing a
swimming program at a determined location

1-2

1-2
1-2

1-2

1-2
2-3

2-3

2-3

2-3
3

Responsible
Party
Board of
Selectmen

Funding
Source*
None

Town Manager,
Selectmen, &
Town Planner
DPW, Town Mgr,
Town Planner
Parks, Recreation,
& Cemetery
Division
New Trails Comm.

None

DPW, Town Mgr,
Town Planner
Conservation
Comm. & New
Trails Comm.
Conservation
Comm. & New
Trails Comm.
DPW, Board of
Health, Town Mgr,
& Town Planner
DPW, Town
Manager
DPW, Board of
Health

TBD
$15,000 BHC
Grant – 1:1
Town Match
Local Tech
Assistance w/
CMRPC
None
Conservation
Budget
Conservation
Budget
TBD

None
Health Budget
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Explore opportunities to designate land for a
dog park
Develop a recreational field inventory that
includes pertinent maintenance information,
e.g., material, drainage efficiency, as well as a
rotation policy to help preserve field life
Update the Parks Department strategic
planning document and include a level-ofservice (LOS) analysis
Explore recreation opportunities for the closed
landfill
Explore developing recreation opportunities on
contiguous land, including the Grace Cutting
Park property at the Pappas Complex

3-4
3-7

4-6

5-7
7

DPW, Town Mgr,
Town Planner
DPW Director &
Town Engineer

TBD
None

DPW &
Conservation
Comm.
DPW, Town
Planner
DPW, Town
Planner

TBD

None
None

Goal #3 - To continue the protection of valuable open space and sensitive environmental
areas, including the acquisition of undeveloped open space land for conservation.
Objective

Year

Work with the Board of Selectmen to formalize a
notification process for the Town’s right-of-firstrefusal in regards to the acquisition of Chapter
lands about to be sold for development
Continue working with Mass Audubon and
Greater Worcester Land Trust to pursue
partnering
preservation
opportunities,
specifically at Granger Cliffs
Create a protection plan for the town-owned old
growth forest off of Prospect Street
Arrange an annual meeting with the Board of
Assessors and Town Manager to discuss the use
of tax title properties for permanent protection
(conservation) or for active recreation sites
Investigate the adoption of a fee in the golf
prices at Pakachoag Golf Course to subsidize
Town revenues for open space land acquisition
Target open space acquisitions for West Auburn,
specifically around Crowl Hill, Tinker Hill,
Prospect Hill and Deadhorse Hill
Create a document management plan to
catalogue general inventory, forest lands, and
public shade tree inventory

1

1

1
1

1-2

Active

1-6

Responsible
Party
Selectmen,
Town Manager
& Assessors

Funding
Source*
None

Town Manager,
Town Planner,
& Conservation
Comm.
Conservation
Commission
Town Manager,
Collector, Town
Planner & Town
Assessor
Town Manager,
CFO,
DPW
Director
Conservation
Comm. & Board
of Selectmen
DPW,
Tree
Warden & Town
Planner

None

Conservation
Budget
None

None

None

Tech Assistance
from CMRPC
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Explore adopting the Community Preservation
Act (CPA) for the purpose of acquiring open
space, protecting historic resources and
providing affordable housing. Establish a CPA
Committee to oversee implementation
Investigate options for protecting the historic
Martin Brothers Piggery at the Oxford Town line
Update the Town’s Open Space & Recreation
Plan

2

Town Manager,
Board
of
Selectman,
&
Town Planner

4

Town Planner

6

Open
Comm.

Space

None

Tech Assistance
from CMRPC
None

Goal #4 - To work to preserve Auburn’s historic buildings and sites for the future enjoyment of
its citizens and to maintain a link to the Town’s past.
Objective

Year

Pursue National Register recognition for the
Town Hall (104 Central Street), Merriam
Building (102 Central Street), and the Doctor
Greene House (107 Central Street)
Work with John H. Chafee Blackstone River
Valley National Heritage Corridor to Develop
Interpretive Programs of Auburn’s History

Active

Active

Responsible
Party
Historical Comm.
&
Historical
Society

Funding
Source*
None

Historical Comm.
&
Historical
Society

None

Goal #5 - To increase public awareness of the merits of open space preservation and
conservation, particularly the benefits accrued for future generations.
Objective

Year

Develop a strategy for disseminating
information regarding farmland and forestland
preservation
Collaborate with area land trusts to disseminate
planning options and tax advantages to large
landholders for donating land, easements, or
restrictions to the Town or non-profit agencies
Continue dialogue and partnerships with the
state, federal and non-profit open space entities
For the benefit of current and new residents as
well as visitors, publicize the Town’s existing
recreation facilities, historic sites, open spaces,
and trail systems in the form of a brochure
available at the Town Hall and online

Active

Active

Active
1

Responsible
Party
Natural Resource
Planning Comm.

Funding
Source*
None

Board
of
Selectmen, Town
Admin. & CPA
Comm.
Town Mgr &
Town Planner
Parks Dept., Con.
Comm.,
Youth
Comm.,
&
Historical
Commission

None

None
None

* Funding Sources labeled “None” are considered to be exclusively an administrative function of
the responsible party at the time this Plan is submitted.
94 | Town of Auburn 2014 Open Space & Recreational Plan

95 | Town of Auburn 2014 Open Space & Recreational Plan

96 | Town of Auburn 2014 Open Space & Recreational Plan

97 | Town of Auburn 2014 Open Space & Recreational Plan

98 | Town of Auburn 2014 Open Space & Recreational Plan

99 | Town of Auburn 2014 Open Space & Recreational Plan

100 | Town of Auburn 2014 Open Space & Recreational Plan

101 | Town of Auburn 2014 Open Space & Recreational Plan

Duerksen, Christopher J. et al. Habitat Protection Planning: Where the Wild Things Are. APA Planning
Advisory Service Report #470/471, Chicago, IL, 1997.
Charles J. Fausold and Robert J. Lilieholm, The Economic Value of Open Space: A Review and Synthesis, a
Lincoln Institute of Land Policy Research Paper [Cambridge, MA], 1996.
National Recreation and Parks Association and the American Academy for Park and Recreation
Administration, Park, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Guidelines, 1996.
Small, Stephen J. Esq., Preserving Family Lands: A Landowner’s Introduction to Tax Issues and other
Considerations.
Happy Birthday Auburn, Auburn Historical Society, 1978.
USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS), Soil Survey of Worcester County, Massachusetts –
Southern Part, 1992.
Town of Auburn, annual Town Reports.
Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program within the Division of Fisheries and Wildlife,
Classification of the Natural Communities of Massachusetts, 2004.
Executive Office of Environmental Affairs (EOEA) and the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP),
A TMDL Alternative Regulatory Pathway Proposal for the Management of Selected Mercury-Impaired
Waters, 2004.
Executive Office of Environmental Affairs (EOEA) and the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP),
Massachusetts Section 303(d) Lists of Waters, 2004.
The Trust for Public Lands, Community Choices: Thinking through Land Conservation, Development, and
Property Taxes in Massachusetts, 1998.
Central Massachusetts Regional Planning Commission, Buildout Analysis for Auburn, 2001.
Central Massachusetts Regional Planning Commission, Intercommunity Trail Connection Feasibility Study –
CMRPC Southwest Sub region, 2001.
The Open Space Planner’s Workbook, EOEA Division of Conservation Services, 2008.
Massachusetts Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan, EOEA Division of Conservation Services.
2006.
State of Massachusetts Departmental Websites: EOEA, DCR, DEM, DEP, DFWLE and DFA.
U. S. Census, census.gov, 2000 and 2012
American Community Survey, 5-Year Estimates, factfinder2.census.gov, 2012
Losing Ground Fifth Edition – Land Use Statistics, Mass Audubon, 2005 and 2013.

102 | Town of Auburn 2014 Open Space & Recreational Plan

Appendix A
Town of Auburn Open Space & Recreation Plan
SWOT Analysis
Strengths
 Government Structure****
 Efficiency
 Employees of DPW
 Accessibility (Transportation Network)
 School System Athletic Department
 Infrastructure Improvements*
 Youth Sports Program*
 Library
 Historic Society & Museum
 State Ice Rink
Weaknesses
 Limited Facilities for Current Demand (Impact of Bad Conditions)
 Lack of Town Owned Space for Expansion to Support New Sports (Lacrosse)
 Lack of Public Facilities at Most Fields (Restrooms, Water Fountain, etc.)
 Availability of Funds for New Construction and Major Rehab of Facilities***
 Accessibility (ADA at Some facilities as well as General Parking)
 Lack of Security at Facilities (Vandalism)
 Lack of Communication (Field Rental Policies etc.)
 Lack of Stakeholder Participation in Planning and Maintenance
 Lack of Maintenance and Inherent Liability***
Opportunities
 Former Gilbert-Stockwell Property
 Create Information of Trails
 Addition of Facilities
 Designated Parking Area
 Maintenance of Existing Facilities***
 Property is there and Could Provide Expanded Opportunity for Recreation
 Cedar Swamp
 Abandoned Rail Bed near Tinker Hill Road
 Public Outreach**
 Volunteer Opportunities (Non-political)
 Giving Back to the Town
 Create Mechanism for Long-term Maintenance and Oversight*
 Enforce Position for Field Permitting
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Threats
 Over use of facilities***
 Increased Residential Development
 Cost for Education
 Impact of Roads
 Loss of Open Land
 Lack of Funds Purchase Chapter 61 Lands***
 Unpermitted Use of Facilities
Identified Needs
 Community Center for Events; Including a Teen Space
 Golf Course Expansion additional holes and dining facilities
 Additional Football Fields. The local youth football program uses the High School Field
seven days a week.
 Upkeep of Older Fields, including a Rotation Policy.
 Outdoor community event space (Bonfires, etc.)
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Appendix B
Funding Mechanisms and Programs
PROPERTY ACQUISITION
Municipal Purchase
Sponsoring Agency:

Town of Auburn.

Approximate Funding Maximum:

Dependent on Town Meeting.

Program Description:

This tool is probably the most direct and effective way for a
town to achieve the acquisition objectives of its open space plan.
Towns may either issue bonds to cover purchases or in some
cases include a purchase item in the general budget. Bond issues
are quite common and provide communities with the flexibility
to negotiate with property owners, knowing that money has
already been authorized to complete the acquisition. In practice,
towns generally ask for authorization to float a bond to cover
open space acquisition, and then once a deal has been negotiated
return to town meeting for the actual appropriation.

Priority for Pursuing:

High.

Chances of Success:

Moderate. Will depend on a vigorous public outreach campaign
prior to town meeting and the general referendum.

Massachusetts Local Acquisitions for Natural Diversity (LAND) Program
Sponsoring Agency:

Massachusetts Executive Office of Environmental Affairs,
Division of Conservation Services (DCS).

Approximate Funding Maximum:

$500,000, but may be raised or lowered at the discretion of
EOEA. A Reimbursement Rate is calculated based on each
community's equalized valuation per capita decile ranking.
Reimbursement rates range from 52% to 70%.

Program Description:

Formerly the Self-Help Program, the LAND Program provides a
percentage (typically over 50%) of reimbursement for the
purchase of land for conservation and passive recreation
purposes. Lands acquired may include wildlife, habitat, trails,
unique natural, historic or cultural resources, water resources,
forest, and farm land. Compatible passive outdoor recreational
uses such as hiking, fishing, hunting, cross-country skiing, bird
observation and the like are encouraged. Access by the general
public is required.

Priority for Pursuing:

High.
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Chances of Success:

High. Towns must have an approved Open Space and Recreation
Plan that is no more than five years old. Each round may contain
priority categories for funding that if addressed, can increase
changes of funding.

Massachusetts Parkland Acquisitions and Renovations for Communities (PARC) Program
Sponsoring Agency:

Massachusetts Executive Office of Environmental Affairs,
Division of Conservation Services (DCS).

Approximate Funding Maximum:

$500,000, but may be raised or lowered at the discretion of
EOEA. A Reimbursement Rate is calculated based on each
community's equalized valuation per capita decile ranking.
Reimbursement rates range from 52% to 70%.

Program Description:

Formerly the Urban Self-Help Program, the PARC Program
assists cities and towns of over 35,000 in population with the
acquisition of parkland, as well as construction of new parks and
renovation of existing parks. Grants are available for the
acquisition of land, and the construction, restoration, or
rehabilitation of land for park and outdoor recreation purposes.
Smaller towns may also qualify for these grants where projects
are designed to provide statewide or regional recreational
facilities or up to a maximum grant of $50,000 for smaller
recreational projects.

Priority for Pursuing:

High.

Chances of Success:

High. Towns must have an approved Open Space and Recreation
Plan that is no more than five years old. Each round may contain
priority categories for funding that if addressed, can increase
changes of funding. Since Oxford contains fewer than 35,000
people, only regional or statewide projects should be pursued.

Federal Land and Water Conservation Fund
Sponsoring Agency:

National Park Service, administered statewide by the Mass.
Division of Conservation Services (DCS).

Approximate Funding Maximum:

Generally $500,000, but may be raised or lowered at the
discretion of EOEA. Provides up to 50% of the total project cost
for the acquisition, development and renovation of park,
recreation or conservation areas

Program Description:

The Program provides funding for the acquisition or
improvement of recreation land, including the development of
active recreation facilities.

Priority for Pursuing:

Moderate.
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Chances of Success:

Moderate depending on the level of funding provided to the
Commonwealth from the NPS.

Community Preservation Act (CPA)
Sponsoring Agency:

Town of Auburn.

Approximate Funding Maximum:

Dependent on Town Meeting.

Program Description:

For towns that adopt the provisions of the Act, communities may
levy a property tax surcharge of up to three percent, with the
state providing a match from deed transfer fees collected by
Registries of Deeds. Exemptions can be enacted as local options
to minimize the impact on certain segments of the population. A
local CPA Committee is charged with collecting and expending
funds, as well as deciding which projects to pursue with the
money collected. At least 10% of the monies raised must be used
for open space, historic preservation, and affordable housing.
With land protection as one of the specific goals of the CPA, the
program represents an excellent tool for preserving key
properties in Town.

Priority for Pursuing:

High.

Chances of Success:

High.

Drinking Water Supply Protection Grant Program
Sponsoring Agency

Mass. Department of Environmental Protection (DEP)

Approximate Funding Maximum

$350,000. A 50% match is required.

Program Description

This grant program provides funding to public water systems and
municipalities for land acquisitions that protect public drinking
water supplies and drinking water quality. Eligible land
acquisitions include land located in existing or future drinking
water supply areas. Land may be acquired through purchase of
fee simple title, purchase of a conservation restriction, or
purchase of a combination of fee simple title and conservation
restriction(s).

Priority for Pursuing:

Moderate. Since water sources are owned and operated by a
private water company. The Town is eligible to apply for funds
in cooperation with the private water supplier.

Chance of Success

Moderate

Limited Development
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Sponsoring Agency

Town Meeting, often in cooperation with a Non-Profit Land
Trust

Approximate Funding Maximum

No maximum

Program Description

In a limited development project, the town may purchase a large
parcel at fair market value where a development proposal is
pending in order to preserve open space or protect important
natural or historical resources. Through a community planning
process, several parcels, usually with sufficient road frontage as
required by zoning, are divided from the main parcel and sold to
private developers. The sale price of the parcels in many
instances is sufficient to recoup the entire cost of the purchase.

Priority for Pursuing:

Moderate. The Town must be willing to make a substantial
outlay of funds to acquire open space and wait several years
before developable parcels are sold to recoup its investment.

Chance of Success

High. Many communities have used this technique quite
effectively.

STUDIES AND CONSTRUCTION/MAINTENANCE
MassWorks Infrastructure Program
Sponsoring Agency:

Massachusetts Executive Office of Transportation (EOT).

Approximate Funding Maximum:

$1,000,000.

Program Description:

This program has consolidated the Public Works Economic
Development Program, which is primarily intended to make
roadway improvements that promote economic development.
Communities have also received grants to revitalize town centers
and town commons, including making sidewalk and pedestrian
improvements, burying overhead utility, making streetscape
improvements, and improving roadways.

Priority for Pursuing:

Moderate.

Chances of Success:

Medium. The program could provide funding to make traffic and
aesthetic improvements in Drury Square.

Lakes and Ponds Program
Sponsoring Agency:

Mass. Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR)

Approximate Funding Maximum:

$300,000 for Demonstration Projects.

Program Description:

This program is the Successor program to DEP’s Clean Lakes
Program (Chapter 628). Eligible activities include, lake
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management analysis and planning, public education, and
watershed and in-lake management techniques. The program
requires a 50% cash match. Projects can help restore water
quality,
fund capital intensive best management practices,
and implement stormwater management controls.
Priority for Pursuing:

Moderate.

Chances of Success:

Moderate.

Greenways and Trails Demonstration Grant Program
Sponsoring Agency:

Mass. Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR)

Approximate Funding Maximum:

$5,000. DCR will also consider requests of up to $10,000 for
multi-town greenway and trail projects. These additional funds
are intended to promote linkages across town boundaries and
foster partnerships among neighboring communities.

Program Description:

Greenways and trail projects are at the center of this program.
Funding categories include: planning, research, mapping, public
education and community outreach, ecological assessment, and
trail construction, maintenance and expansion. The program is
intended to foster connections of people to landscape features
and advance community-based greenway and trail initiatives
throughout Massachusetts.

Priority for Pursuing:

Moderate.

Chances of Success:

High with a good proposal.

Recreational Trails Grants Program
Sponsoring Agency

Mass. Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR)

Approximate Funding Maximum

The grant will provide 80% reimbursement, with a 20% local
match. Grant amounts (not including the match) may range from
$2,000 to $50,000. Requests for amounts greater than $50,000
will be considered for larger projects with statewide or regional
significance.

Program Description

The Recreational Trails Program provides funding for a variety
of trail protection, construction, and stewardship projects
throughout Massachusetts. Funding is available to develop and
maintain recreational trails and trail-related facilities for both
non-motorized and motorized recreational trail uses. The
Program is funded through the Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) and administered in Massachusetts on a reimbursement
basis by DCR, in partnership with the Massachusetts
Recreational Trails Advisory Board. The program legislation
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requires that 30% of program funds be reserved for projects
related to motorized trail use, 30% for non-motorized projects,
and 40% for projects that facilitate diverse trail uses.
Priority for Pursuing:

High. This plan identifies a number of trail projects that could be
quickly implemented through a successful Recreational Trails
Grant.

Chance of Success:

High

Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP)
Sponsoring Agency:

Federal Highway Administration, Massachusetts Department of
Transportation (MassDOT), Central Massachusetts Metropolitan
Planning Organization.

Approximate Funding Maximum:

None, but a $100,000 minimum is requested by MassDOT.

Program Description:

TAP provides funding for programs and projects defined as
transportation alternatives, including on- and off-road pedestrian
and bicycle facilities, infrastructure projects for improving nondriver access to public transportation and enhanced mobility,
community improvement activities, and environmental
mitigation; recreational trail projects; safe routes to school
projects; and projects for planning, designing, or constructing
boulevards and other roadways largely in the right-of-way of
former divided highways
Moderate.

Priority for Pursuing:
Chances of Success:

Low. The program is very competitive with many other
communities seeking limited funds.

NON-ACQUISITION PROGRAMS
Conservation Restrictions (CRs)
Sponsoring Agency:

Massachusetts Executive Office of Environmental Affairs,
Division of Conservation Services (DCS).

Approximate Funding Maximum:

Only technical support available.

Program Description:

Conservation Restrictions (CR’s) are legal, enforceable
agreements, authorized by the state, which are made between a
landowner and a charitable organization, or a town. They are
used primarily to keep land in a "natural or scenic open
condition". Restrictions can be written so that certain uses are
permitted and others prohibited, e.g. the current owner may
continue to occupy an existing house on the land, but may
restrict the construction of any additional houses. Grantors of
restrictions may also be able to benefit by reductions in various
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taxes including property, estate and income.
Priority for Pursuing:

High.

Chances of Success:

Depends on property owner.

Assessment Act (M.G.L. Chapters 61, 61A and 61B)
Sponsoring Agency:

Local Board of Assessors and Mass. and Mass. Department of
Revenue

Approximate Funding Maximum:

No public funds required.

Program Description:

These programs make available special property tax assessments
to owners who agree to restrict their land to a particular use.
Chapter 61 applies to lands actively devoted to forestry use, 61A
applies to active agricultural lands, and 61B applies to public
recreational lands like wildlife sanctuaries and golf courses.
Generally, properties are assessed at their current use value
rather than their development value. This translates into a
substantial property tax savings for owners. The program also
requires landowners who wish to leave the program to offer the
community a right-of-first-refusal to purchase the property at the
price of a bona fide Purchase and Sales Agreement. Many
communities have worked with non-profit land trusts to raise the
funds needed to purchase valuable open space in this manner.

Priority for Pursuing:

High

Chances of Success:

Depends on property owner.

Agricultural Preservation Restriction Program (APR)
Sponsoring Agency:

Mass. Department of Agricultural Resources (DAR)

Approximate Funding Maximum:

Varies depending upon market value of farmland.

Program Description:

This program insures that active farms stay in agricultural
production. The program offers farmers the difference between
the "fair market value" and the "fair market agricultural value" of
their farmland in exchange for a permanent deed restriction
which precludes any use of the property that will have a negative
impact on its agricultural viability.

Priority for Pursuing:

High.

Chances of Success:

Depends on property owner.
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Appendix C
Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA) Section-504
Self-Evaluation
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Part 1 – Administrative Requirements
I. ADA Coordinator Information
a. Name and Contact Information
Caleb Moody
Building Commissioner/Code Enforcement Officer/ADA Coordinator
Town of Auburn
104 Central Street, 2nd Floor
Auburn, MA 01501
Phone: 508.832.7719
E-mail: cmoody@town.auburn.ma.us
b. Designation Letter from Town Manager Julie Jacobson (following facility assessment)
II. Grievance Procedure – Town of Auburn – for the General Public
EQUAL ACCESS TO OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION FACILITIES AND ACTIVITIES
STEP 1:
ADA Coordinator will be available to meet with citizens and employees during business hours.
When a complaint, grievance, request for program interpretation or clarification is received
either in writing or through a meeting or telephone call, every effort will be made to create a
record regarding the name, home address, telephone number and e-mail address of the person
making the complaint, grievance, program policy interpretation or clarification. If the person
desires to remain anonymous, he or she may.
A complaint, grievance, request for program policy interpretation or clarification will be
responded to within ten working days (if the person making the complaint is identified) in a
format that is sensitive the needs of the recipient (i.e. verbally, enlarged type face etc.)
Copies of the complaint, grievance, request for program policy interpretation or clarification and
response will be forwarded to the appropriate town agency (i.e. department of public works,
conservation commission etc.). If the grievance is not resolved at this level it will be progressed
to the next level.
STEP 2:
A written grievance will be submitted to the ADA Coordinator. Assistance in writing the
grievance will be available to all individuals. All written grievances will be responded to
within ten working days by the ADA Coordinator, in a format that is sensitive to the needs of
the recipient. If the grievance is not resolved at this level it will progress to the next level.
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STEP 3:
If the grievance is not satisfactorily resolved by the A D A C o o r d i n a t o r , citizens will be
informed of the opportunity to meet and speak with the Board of Selectmen, with whom local
authority for final grievances resolution lies.
Part 2 – Program Accessibility
Objective
ADA requirements seek to create or adapt sites, buildings and facilities so that they can be
approached, entered, and used by persons with disabilities. This includes recreational facilities.
The Massachusetts Architectural Access Board oversees the implementation of ADA
requirements in Massachusetts and has adopted regulation that specifically describe how to
provide access.
The ADA requirements for recreational facilities in Massachusetts are set forth at 521
CMR 19.00 RECREATIONAL FACILITIES.
19.1 GENERAL
Recreational f a c i l i t i e s s h a l l c o m p l y with 521 CMR, except as specified
or modified in 521 CMR 19.00. Recreational facilities shall include but not be
limited to courts, rinks, swimming pools, gymnasiums, stadiums, health and
sports clubs, radio control facilities, whirlpools, jacuzzis, gyms, weightlifting
areas, playgrounds, zoos, fairgrounds, beaches, piers, docks, bandstands,
gazebos, parks, bowling alleys, picnic areas, video arcades and campsites. All
areas open to and used by the public, including but not limited to locker rooms,
shower f a c i l i t i e s , s a u n a s , s t e a m r o o m s , s u n -tanning r o o m s , w e i g h t
rooms, and aerobics and dance rooms, tennis.
The Division of Conservation Service’s Open Space and Recreation Plan Workbook provides
additional guidance to communities regarding ADA access for recreational facilities. The
Workbook emphasizes that the objective is to provide an accessible system of recreational
facilities rather than to have every individual facility be accessible.
Part 3 – Facility Self-Evaluation Inventory
Overview
In the spring and summer of 2014, the ADA Coordinator conducted site assessments of
outdoor recreational facilities throughout the Town of Auburn. At this time, Auburn does
not maintain any Conservation lands that are promoted for public use.
Therefore, this assessment addresses facilities onl y and includes six parks, five
schools, a boat ramp, and a camp. The facilities assessed included 12 parking lots, nine playing
fields, three playing courts, two tracks, eight tot lots, two public bathroom facilities, and four
concession stands. The assessment is contained in the following pages.
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Recreation Facility - Auburn High School
99 Auburn Street
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Town of Auburn, Open Space & Recreation Plan
ADA Facility Self-Evaluation
Auburn High School, 99 Auburn Street
AUBURN STREET PARKING LOT
Total Spaces
Total Spaces
Total Required Spaces
Total Accessible Spaces
Specifications for Accessible Spaces

Comments/Transition Notes
218
7
4
Yes No

√

Accessible spaces located closest to path
Minimum of 13 ft., includes 8 ft. space plus
5 ft. access aisle

√

Van Space - Minimum of 1 van space for
every accessible space, 8 ft. wide plus 8 ft.
aisle. Alternative is to make all accessible
spaces 11 ft. wide with 5 ft. aisle

√

Sign with international symbol of
accessibility at each space or pair of spaces

√

Sign minimum 5 ft., maximum 8 ft. to top of
sign

√

Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no
cracks)
No ponding of water

near the high school entrance
Comments/Transition Notes

2 of the 4 spaces have signs

√
√
√

Surface slope less than 1:20, 5%
Curb-cut to pathway from parking lot at
each space or pair of spaces, if sidewalk
(curb) is present

√

Curb-cut is a minimum width of 3 ft.,
excluding sloped sides, has sloped sides,
all slopes not to exceed 1:12, and textured
or painted yellow

√

8%

SOUTHBRIDGE STREET PARKING LOT - HIGH SCHOOL
Total Spaces
Comments/Transition Notes
Total Spaces
98
Total Required Spaces
4
Total Accessible Spaces
8
Specifications for Accessible Spaces
Yes No Comments/Transition Notes
Accessible spaces located closest to path

√

Minimum of 13 ft., includes 8 ft. space plus
5 ft. access aisle

√

Van Space - Minimum of 1 van space for
every accessible space, 8 ft. wide plus 8 ft.
aisle. Alternative is to make all accessible
spaces 11 ft. wide with 5 ft. aisle

√
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Sign with international symbol of
accessibility at each space or pair of spaces

√

Sign minimum 5 ft., maximum 8 ft. to top of
sign

√

Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no
cracks)

Surface slope less than 1:20, 5%

√
√
√

Curb-cut to pathway from parking lot at
each space or pair of spaces, if sidewalk
(curb) is present

√

Curb-cut is a minimum width of 3 ft.,
excluding sloped sides, has sloped sides,
all slopes not to exceed 1:12, and textured
or painted yellow

√

No ponding of water

Specification
PLAYGROUND (TOT LOT)
Access Path

Yes

Located next to accessible pathway/route

√

3 ft. wide minimum

√
√

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and max cross
pitch is 2% (1:50)

√

Continuous common surface, no changes in
level greater than 1/2 inch

√

Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

√

Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"

√

Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at
drives, parking and drop-offs
Equipment

√

Entrance to play area at least 3' wide

√

Trash can located adjacent to accessible
path

√

Spectator seating located adjacent to
accessible path

√

Spectator seating accommodates people
with disabilities
The ground around spectator seating is
evenly paved or hard-packed
There is no ponding

Comments/Transition Notes

√

Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant

No

√
√
√
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Minimum of 3' clearance between play
equipment

√

Play equipment (slides, swings, etc.)
accessible to people with disabilities

√

Specification
SOCCER FIELD
Access Path

Yes

3 ft. wide minimum

√
√
√
√

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and max cross
pitch is 2% (1:50)

√

Continuous common surface, no changes in
level greater than 1/2 inch

√

Located next to accessible pathway/route
Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant

No

Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

√

Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"

√

Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at
drives, parking and drop-offs
Equipment

n/a

Trash can located adjacent to accessible
path
Court, field, diamond has accessible
entrance minimum 3' wide
Paved or hard-packed paths to allow
(behind backstops, around dugouts and
benches, behind batting cages, around
playing court etc.)
There is no ponding

√

√
√
n/a
n/a

Spectator seating located adjacent to
accessible path

√

Spectator seating accommodates people
with disabilities

√

There is no ponding
Specification

n/a

√

Dugout/benches accessible with 3'
minimum entrances/spaces between
benches and fences
Equipment/gear sheds accessible
Spectator Seating

The ground around spectator seating is
evenly paved or hard-packed

Comments/Transition Notes

n/a
n/a

paved area for wheelchair; no arm rest on
bleachers

√
√
Yes

No

Comments/Transition Notes
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FOOTBALL FIELD and TRACK
Access Path

3 ft. wide minimum

√
√
√
√

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and max cross
pitch is 2% (1:50)

√

Continuous common surface, no changes in
level greater than 1/2 inch

√

Located next to accessible pathway/route
Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant

Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

√

Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"

√

Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at
drives, parking and drop-offs
Equipment

√

Trash can located adjacent to accessible
path

√

Court, field, diamond has accessible
entrance minimum 3' wide

√

Paved or hard-packed paths to allow
(behind backstops, around dugouts and
benches, behind batting cages, around
playing court etc.)
There is no ponding

√
√

Dugout/benches accessible with 3'
minimum entrances/spaces between
benches and fences
Equipment/gear sheds accessible
Spectator Seating

n/a
n/a

Spectator seating located adjacent to
accessible path

√

Spectator seating accommodates people
with disabilities

√

The ground around spectator seating is
evenly paved or hard-packed
There is no ponding

Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant

paved area for wheelchair; no arm rest on
bleachers

√
√

Specification
Yes
TENNIS COURTS (ADJACENT TO TRACK)
Access Path
Located next to accessible pathway/route

n/a
n/a

No

Comments/Transition Notes

√
√
√
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3 ft. wide minimum

√

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and max cross
pitch is 2% (1:50)

√

Continuous common surface, no changes in
level greater than 1/2 inch

√

Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

√

Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"

√

Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at
drives, parking and drop-offs
Equipment

√

Trash can located adjacent to accessible
path

√

Court, field, diamond has accessible
entrance minimum 3' wide

n/a

n/a

Paved or hard-packed paths to allow
(behind backstops, around dugouts and
benches, behind batting cages, around
playing court etc.)

n/a

n/a

√

There is no ponding
Dugout/benches accessible with 3'
minimum entrances/spaces between
benches and fences
Equipment/gear sheds accessible
Spectator Seating
Spectator seating located adjacent to
accessible path

√

Spectator seating accommodates people
with disabilities

√

The ground around spectator seating is
evenly paved or hard-packed
There is no ponding
Specification
BASEBALL DIAMOND
Access Path

√
√
Yes

3 ft. wide minimum

√
√
√
√

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and max cross
pitch is 2% (1:50)

√

Continuous common surface, no changes in
level greater than 1/2 inch

√

Located next to accessible pathway/route
Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant

paved area for wheelchair; no arm rest on
bleachers

No

Comments/Transition Notes

120 | Town of Auburn 2014 Open Space & Recreational Plan

Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

√

Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"

√

Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at
drives, parking and drop-offs
Equipment

√

Trash can located adjacent to accessible
path

√

Court, field, diamond has accessible
entrance minimum 3' wide

√

Paved or hard-packed paths to allow
(behind backstops, around dugouts and
benches, behind batting cages, around
playing court etc.)
There is no ponding
Dugout/benches accessible with 3'
minimum entrances/spaces between
benches and fences
Equipment/gear sheds accessible
Spectator Seating

√
√
√
n/a

Spectator seating located adjacent to
accessible path

√

Spectator seating accommodates people
with disabilities

√

The ground around spectator seating is
evenly paved or hard-packed
There is no ponding
Specification
SOFTBALL DIAMOND
Access Path

Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant
3 ft. wide minimum

No

Comments/Transition Notes

√
√
√
√

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and max cross
pitch is 2% (1:50)
Continuous common surface, no changes in
level greater than 1/2 inch

paved area for wheelchair; no arm rests on
bleachers

√
√
Yes

Located next to accessible pathway/route

n/a

√

8%

√

Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

√

Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"

√

121 | Town of Auburn 2014 Open Space & Recreational Plan

Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at
drives, parking and drop-offs
Equipment

√

Trash can located adjacent to accessible
path

√

Court, field, diamond has accessible
entrance minimum 3' wide

√

Paved or hard-packed paths to allow
(behind backstops, around dugouts and
benches, behind batting cages, around
playing court etc.)
There is no ponding
Dugout/benches accessible with 3'
minimum entrances/spaces between
benches and fences
Equipment/gear sheds accessible
Spectator Seating

√
√
√
n/a

n/a

Spectator seating located adjacent to
accessible path

n/a

n/a

Spectator seating accommodates people
with disabilities

n/a

n/a

The ground around spectator seating is
evenly paved or hard-packed
There is no ponding

n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a

SOUTHBRIDGE STREET PARKING LOT - TENNIS and BASKETBALL COURTS
Total Spaces
Comments/Transition Notes
Total Spaces
10
Total Required Spaces
2
Total Accessible Spaces
2
Specifications for Accessible Spaces
Yes No Comments/Transition Notes
Accessible spaces located closest to path

√

Minimum of 13 ft., includes 8 ft. space plus
5 ft. access aisle

√

Van Space - Minimum of 1 van space for
every accessible space, 8 ft. wide plus 8 ft.
aisle. Alternative is to make all accessible
spaces 11 ft. wide with 5 ft. aisle

√

Sign with international symbol of
accessibility at each space or pair of spaces

√

Sign minimum 5 ft., maximum 8 ft. to top of
sign

√

Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no
cracks)
No ponding of water
Surface slope less than 1:20, 5%

√
√
√
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Curb-cut to pathway from parking lot at
each space or pair of spaces, if sidewalk
(curb) is present

√

Curb-cut is a minimum width of 3 ft.,
excluding sloped sides, has sloped sides,
all slopes not to exceed 1:12, and textured
or painted yellow

√

Specification
TENNIS COURTS
Access Path

Yes

3 ft. wide minimum

√
√
√
√

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and max cross
pitch is 2% (1:50)

√

Continuous common surface, no changes in
level greater than 1/2 inch

√

Located next to accessible pathway/route
Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant

No

Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

√

Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"

√

Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at
drives, parking and drop-offs
Equipment

√

Trash can located adjacent to accessible
path

√

Court, field, diamond has accessible
entrance minimum 3' wide
Paved or hard-packed paths to allow
(behind backstops, around dugouts and
benches, behind batting cages, around
playing court etc.)

√

n/a

Comments/Transition Notes

32"

n/a

√

There is no ponding
Dugout/benches accessible with 3'
minimum entrances/spaces between
benches and fences

n/a

n/a

√

Equipment/gear sheds accessible
Spectator Seating
Spectator seating located adjacent to
accessible path

√

Spectator seating accommodates people
with disabilities
The ground around spectator seating is
evenly paved or hard-packed

√
√
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√

There is no ponding
Specification
BASKETBALL COURT
Access Path

Yes

3 ft. wide minimum

√
√
√
√

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and max cross
pitch is 2% (1:50)

√

Continuous common surface, no changes in
level greater than 1/2 inch

√

Located next to accessible pathway/route
Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant

No

Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

√

Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"

√

Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at
drives, parking and drop-offs
Equipment

√

Trash can located adjacent to accessible
path

√

Court, field, diamond has accessible
entrance minimum 3' wide
Paved or hard-packed paths to allow
(behind backstops, around dugouts and
benches, behind batting cages, around
playing court etc.)

√

n/a

Comments/Transition Notes

32"

n/a

√

There is no ponding
Dugout/benches accessible with 3'
minimum entrances/spaces between
benches and fences
Equipment/gear sheds accessible
Spectator Seating

n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a

Spectator seating located adjacent to
accessible path

n/a

n/a

Spectator seating accommodates people
with disabilities

n/a

n/a

The ground around spectator seating is
evenly paved or hard-packed
There is no ponding

n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a
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Recreation Facility - Boyce Street Tot Lot
Boyce Street
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Town of Auburn, Open Space & Recreation Plan
ADA Facility Self-Evaluation
Boyce Street Tot Lot, Boyce Street
PARKING LOT
Total Spaces
Total Spaces
Total Required Spaces
Total Accessible Spaces
Specifications for Accessible Spaces
Accessible spaces located closest to path

n/a
n/a
n/a
Yes No
n/a n/a

Minimum of 13 ft., includes 8 ft. space plus
5 ft. access aisle

n/a

n/a

n/a

Van Space - Minimum of 1 van space for
every accessible space, 8 ft. wide plus 8 ft.
aisle. Alternative is to make all accessible
spaces 11 ft. wide with 5 ft. aisle

n/a

n/a

n/a

Sign with international symbol of
accessibility at each space or pair of spaces

n/a

n/a

n/a

Sign minimum 5 ft., maximum 8 ft. to top of
sign

n/a

n/a

n/a

Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no
cracks)
No ponding of water
Surface slope less than 1:20, 5%

n/a
n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a
n/a

Curb-cut to pathway from parking lot at
each space or pair of spaces, if sidewalk
(curb) is present

n/a

n/a

n/a

Curb-cut is a minimum width of 3 ft.,
excluding sloped sides, has sloped sides,
all slopes not to exceed 1:12, and textured
or painted yellow

n/a

n/a

n/a

Yes

No

Comments/Transition Notes

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

no path
n/a
n/a
n/a

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and max cross
pitch is 2% (1:50)

n/a

n/a

n/a

Continuous common surface, no changes in
level greater than 1/2 inch

n/a

n/a

n/a

Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

n/a

n/a

n/a

Specification
PLAYGROUND (TOT LOT)
Access Path
Located next to accessible pathway/route
Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant
3 ft. wide minimum

Comments/Transition Notes
no parking lot

Comments/Transition Notes
n/a
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Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"
Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at
drives, parking and drop-offs
Equipment
Entrance to play area at least 3' wide

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

no path

√

Trash can located adjacent to accessible
path

n/a

n/a

Spectator seating located adjacent to
accessible path

n/a

n/a

Spectator seating accommodates people
with disabilities

n/a

n/a

The ground around spectator seating is
evenly paved or hard-packed
There is no ponding

n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a

Minimum of 3' clearance between play
equipment

√

Play equipment (slides, swings, etc.)
accessible to people with disabilities
Specification
OUTDOOR BENCHES

√
Yes

No

Bench is adjacent to an accessible path

√

There is a 36" by 48" clear floor space
adjacent to the bench and connected to the
accessible route

√

Where one bench is provided, at least one
armrest should be provided on that bench,
and where multiple benches are provided at
least 50% of the benches shall have
armrests

√

Bench seat is a minimum of 42" long and
20" to 24" deep
Bench seat is 17" to 19" off of the ground

√
√

A seat back is provided or the bench is
affixed to a wall, the back extends the full
length of the bench and begins from a point
2" maximum above the seat to a point 18"
minimum above the seat.

√

Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane
Seat surface is slip resistant

Comments/Transition Notes
no path

n/a

√
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Recreation Facility - Bryn Mawr School
35 Swanson Road
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Town of Auburn, Open Space & Recreation Plan
ADA Facility Self-Evaluation
Bryn Mawr School, 35 Swanson Road
PARKING LOT
Total Spaces
Total Spaces
Total Required Spaces
Total Accessible Spaces
Specifications for Accessible Spaces
Accessible spaces located closest to path

Yes
N/A

Minimum of 13 ft., includes 8 ft. space plus
5 ft. access aisle

√

Van Space - Minimum of 1 van space for
every accessible space, 8 ft. wide plus 8 ft.
aisle. Alternative is to make all accessible
spaces 11 ft. wide with 5 ft. aisle

√

Comments/Transition Notes
no parking available for tot lot use

N/A

in front of school, not near tot lot

3

Sign with international symbol of
accessibility at each space or pair of spaces

No
n/a

access behind the baseball diamond is on a
field; not considering it a parking lot

√

Sign minimum 5 ft., maximum 8 ft. to top of
sign
Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no
cracks)
No ponding of water

√
√
√

Curb-cut to pathway from parking lot at
each space or pair of spaces, if sidewalk
(curb) is present

√

Curb-cut is a minimum width of 3 ft.,
excluding sloped sides, has sloped sides,
all slopes not to exceed 1:12, and textured
or painted yellow

√
Yes

3 ft. wide minimum

√
√
√
√

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and max cross
pitch is 2% (1:50)

√

Continuous common surface, no changes in
level greater than 1/2 inch

√

Located next to accessible pathway/route
Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant

meets none of the requirements
n/a

Surface slope less than 1:20, 5%

Specification
PLAYGROUND (TOT LOT)
Access Path

n/a

No

8% in one spot

Comments/Transition Notes

except at parking lot
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Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

√

Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"

√

Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at
drives, parking and drop-offs
Equipment

√

Entrance to play area at least 3' wide

√

Trash can located adjacent to accessible
path

√

Spectator seating located adjacent to
accessible path

√

Spectator seating accommodates people
with disabilities
The ground around spectator seating is
evenly paved or hard-packed

√

There is no ponding

√
√

Minimum of 3' clearance between play
equipment

√

Play equipment (slides, swings, etc.)
accessible to people with disabilities

√

Specification
SOCCER FIELD
Access Path

Yes

3 ft. wide minimum

√
√
√
√

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and max cross
pitch is 2% (1:50)

√

Continuous common surface, no changes in
level greater than 1/2 inch

√

Located next to accessible pathway/route
Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant

No

Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

√

Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"

√

Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at
drives, parking and drop-offs
Equipment

no arms

Comments/Transition Notes

√

Trash can located adjacent to accessible
path

√

Court, field, diamond has accessible
entrance minimum 3' wide

√

soccer field only
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Paved or hard-packed paths to allow
(behind backstops, around dugouts and
benches, behind batting cages, around
playing court etc.)

√
√

There is no ponding
Dugout/benches accessible with 3'
minimum entrances/spaces between
benches and fences

minimal in spring

√
√

Equipment/gear sheds accessible
Spectator Seating
Spectator seating located adjacent to
accessible path

√

Spectator seating accommodates people
with disabilities

√

The ground around spectator seating is
evenly paved or hard-packed

√
√

There is no ponding
Specification
BASEBALL DIAMOND
Access Path

Yes

Located next to accessible pathway/route
Path does not require the use of stairs

No

Comments/Transition Notes

√
n/a

n/a

3 ft. wide minimum

√
√

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and max cross
pitch is 2% (1:50)

√

Continuous common surface, no changes in
level greater than 1/2 inch

√

Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

√

Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"

√

Path is stable, firm and slip resistant

Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at
drives, parking and drop-offs
Equipment

just the field; no seating structures

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

Trash can located adjacent to accessible
path

√

no path

Court, field, diamond has accessible
entrance minimum 3' wide

√

not on path

Paved or hard-packed paths to allow
(behind backstops, around dugouts and
benches, behind batting cages, around
playing court etc.)

√

There is no ponding

√
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Dugout/benches accessible with 3'
minimum entrances/spaces between
benches and fences

√
√

Equipment/gear sheds accessible
Spectator Seating
Spectator seating located adjacent to
accessible path

√

Spectator seating accommodates people
with disabilities

√

The ground around spectator seating is
evenly paved or hard-packed

√

There is no ponding

dugouts have 33" entrances

√
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Recreation Facility - Camp Gleason
285 Central Street
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Town of Auburn, Open Space & Recreation Plan
ADA Facility Self-Evaluation
Camp Gleason, 285 Central Street
PARKING LOT
Total Spaces
Total Spaces
Total Required Spaces
Total Accessible Spaces
Specifications for Accessible Spaces
Accessible spaces located closest to path

Comments/Transition Notes
n/a
n/a
n/a
Yes No
-

Lot is not striped; Estimated 30 parking
spaces
Comments/Transition Notes
-

Minimum of 13 ft., includes 8 ft. space plus
5 ft. access aisle

-

-

-

Van Space - Minimum of 1 van space for
every accessible space, 8 ft. wide plus 8 ft.
aisle. Alternative is to make all accessible
spaces 11 ft. wide with 5 ft. aisle

-

-

-

Sign with international symbol of
accessibility at each space or pair of spaces

-

-

-

Sign minimum 5 ft., maximum 8 ft. to top of
sign

-

-

-

Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no
cracks)
No ponding of water
Surface slope less than 1:20, 5%

-

-

-

-

-

-

Curb-cut to pathway from parking lot at
each space or pair of spaces, if sidewalk
(curb) is present

-

-

-

Curb-cut is a minimum width of 3 ft.,
excluding sloped sides, has sloped sides,
all slopes not to exceed 1:12, and textured
or painted yellow

-

-

-

Specification
Yes No Comments/Transition Notes
PATH OF TRAVEL - PARKING LOT TO BUILDING ENTRANCE
Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant
3 ft. wide minimum

√
√
√

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and max cross
pitch is 2% (1:50)
Continuous common surface, no changes in
level greater than 1/2 inch
Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

√
√
√
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Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"
Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at
drives, parking and drop-offs
Specification
RAMPS

√
n/a

n/a

Yes

No

Comments/Transition Notes

√

Slope maximum 1:12
Minimum width 4' between handrails
Handrails on both sides if ramp is longer
than 6'

√
n/a

n/a

Handrails at 34" and 19" from ramp surface

√

Handrails extend 12" beyond top and
bottom

√

Handgrip oval or round
Handgrip smooth surface
Handgrip diameter between 1 1/4" and 2"
Clearance of 1 1/2" between wall and wall
rail
Non-slip surface

√
√
√
√
√

Level platforms (4' x 4') at every 30', at top,
at bottom, at change of direction

√

SITE ACCESS, PATH OF TRAVEL, ENTRANCES
Specification
Yes
Site Access
Accessible path of travel from passenger
disembarking area and parking area to
accessible entrance

No

√
√
√

Disembarking area at accessible entrance
Surface evenly paved or hard-packed
No ponding of water
Path of Travel

√

Path does not require the use of stairs

√

Comments/Transition Notes

beach is closed

√

Path is stable, firm and slip resistant

√

3 ft. wide minimum
Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and max cross
pitch is 2% (1:50)

√

Continuous common surface, no changes in
level greater than 1/2 inch

√

Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

√
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Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"
Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at
drives, parking and drop-offs
Entrances

√
n/a

n/a

Yes

No

Primary public entrances accessible to
person using wheelchair, must be signed,
gotten to independently, and not be the
service entrance
Level space extending 5' from the door,
interior and exterior of entrance doors
Minimum 32" clear width opening (i.e. 36"
door with standard hinge)
At least 18" clear floor area on latch, pull
side of door
Door handle no higher than 48" and
operable with a closed fist
Vestibule is 4' plus the width of the door
swinging into the space
Entrance(s) on a level that makes elevators
accessible
Door mats less than 1/2" thick are securely
fastened
Door mats more than 1/2" thick are
recessed
Grates in path of travel have openings of
1/2" maximum
Signs at non accessible entrance(s) indicate
direction to accessible entrance
Emergency egress - alarms with flashing
lights and audible signals, sufficiently
lighted
STAIRS and DOORS
Specification
Stairs

Comments/Transition Notes

√
√

No open risers
Nosing’s not projecting

Handrails 34"-38" above tread

√
√
√

Handrail extends a minimum of 1' beyond
top and bottom riser (if no safety hazard
and space permits)

√

Treads no less than 11" wide
Handrails on both sides

Handgrip oval or round
Handgrip smooth surface
Handgrip diameter between 1 1/4" and 2"

√
√
√
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Clearance of 1 1/2" between wall and wall
rail
Doors

√

Minimum 32"clear opening

√

At least 18" clear floor space on pull side of
door

√

Closing speed minimum 3 seconds to within
3" of the latch
Maximum pressure 5 lbs. interior doors

√
√

Threshold maximum 1/2" high, beveled on
both sides

√

Hardware operable with a closed fist (no
conventional door knobs or thumb latch
devices)
Hardware minimum 36", maximum 48"
above the floor

√
√

Clear, level floor space extends out 5' from
both sides of the door

√

Door adjacent to revolving door is
accessible and unlocked

n/a

n/a

Doors opening into hazardous area have
hardware that is knurled or roughened.

n/a

n/a

Yes

No

Specification
PUBLIC RESTROOMS
5 ft. turning space measured 12" from the
floor
At least one sink:

√

Clear floor space of 30" by 48" to allow a
forward approach

√

Mounted without pedestal or legs, height
34: to top of rim
Extends at least 22" from the wall

√
√

Open knee space a minimum of 19" deep,
30" width, and 27" high

√
√

Exposed pipes covered with insulation
Faucets operable with closed fists (lever or
spring activated handle)
At least on stall:
Accessible to person using wheelchair at
60" wide by 72" deep
Stall door is 36" wide
Stall door swings out
Stall door is self-closing
stall door has a pull latch
Lock on the stall door is operable with a
closed fist, and 32: above the floor
Coat hook is 54: high
Toilet is:

Comments/Transition Notes

√
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a

Single, unisex bathroom; no stalls
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18" from the center to nearest side wall
42" minimum clear space from center to
farthest wall or fixture
Top of seat 17" - 19" above the floor
Grab bars are:
On back and side wall closest to the toilet
1 1/4" diameter
1 1/2" clearance from the wall
Located 30" above the parallel to the floor
Acid-etched or roughened surface
42" long
Fixtures:

√
√
√
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

Toilet paper dispenser is 24" above floor

√

one mirror set a maximum 38" to bottom (if
tilted, 42")

√

Dispensers (towel, soap, etc.) at least one
of each a maximum 42" above the floor

√

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

No grab bars

FLOORS, DRINKING FOUNTAINS, TELEPHONES, SWITHCES and CONTROLS, SIGNS
Specification
Yes No Comments/Transition Notes
Floors:

√

Non-slip surface
Carpeting is high-density, low-pile, nonabsorbent stretched taut, securely anchored
Corridor width minimum is 3 ft.
Objects (signs, ceiling lights, fixtures) can
only protrude 4" into the path of travel from
a height of 27" to 80" above the floor
Drinking Fountains:

√
√
√

Spouts no higher than 36" from floor to
outlet

n/a

n/a

Hand operated push button or level controls

n/a

n/a

Spouts located near front with stream of
water as parallel to front as possible
Hand operated push button or lever control

n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a

If recessed, recess a minimum 30" width,
and no deeper than depth of fountain

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

If no clear knee space underneath, clear
floor space 30" x 48" to allow parallel
approach
Telephones:
Highest operating part a maximum 54"
above the floor
Access within 12" of phone, 30" high by 30"
wide
Adjustable volume control on headset so
identified

√
√
√
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Switches and Controls
Switches and controls for light, heat,
ventilation, windows, fire alarms,
thermostats, etc., must be a minimum of 36"
and a maximum of 48" above the floor for a
forward reach, a maximum of 54" for a side
reach

√

Electrical outlets centered no lower than 18"
above the floor

√

Warning signals must be visual as well as
audible
Signs

√

Mounting height must be 60" to center line
of the sign
Within 18" of door jamb or recessed
Letters and numbers at least 1 1/4" high
Letters and numbers raised .03"

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

Letters and numbers contrast with the
background color

n/a

n/a

Yes

No

Tables and benches located adjacent to
accessible paths

-

-

Trash cans located adjacent to accessible
paths

-

-

-

-

For tables without toe clearance, the knee
space under the table must be at least 28"
high, 30" wide, and 24" deep.

-

-

Top of the table no higher than 32" above
ground

-

-

Surface of the clear ground space under
and around the table must be stable, firm
and slip-resistant, and evenly graded with a
maximum slope of 2% in all directions

-

-

Accessible tables, grills and fire rings must
have clear ground space of at least 36"
around the perimeter

-

-

Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

-

-

Specification
PICNIC AREA

A minimum of 5% total tables must be
accessible with clear space under the table
top not less than 30" wide and 19" deep per
seating space and not less than 27" clear
from the ground to the underside of the
table. An additional 29" clear space
(totaling 48") must extend beyond the 19"
clear space under the table to provide
access

Comments/Transition Notes

Area currently shut down and unmaintained
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Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"

-

-

Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at
drives, parking and drop-offs

-

-
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Recreation Facility - Eddy Pond Boat Ramp
South Street
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Town of Auburn, Open Space & Recreation Plan
ADA Facility Self-Evaluation
Eddy Pond Boat Ramp, South Street
PARKING LOT
Total Spaces
Total Spaces
Total Required Spaces
Total Accessible Spaces
Specifications for Accessible Spaces
Accessible spaces located closest to path

Comments/Transition Notes
7
1
1
Yes

No

√

Minimum of 13 ft., includes 8 ft. space plus
5 ft. access aisle

√

Van Space - Minimum of 1 van space for
every accessible space, 8 ft. wide plus 8 ft.
aisle. Alternative is to make all accessible
spaces 11 ft. wide with 5 ft. aisle

√

Sign with international symbol of
accessibility at each space or pair of spaces

√

Sign minimum 5 ft., maximum 8 ft. to top of
sign

√

Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no
cracks)
No ponding of water
Surface slope less than 1:20, 5%

Comments/Transition Notes

10' for parking space; no extra space

√
√
√

Curb-cut to pathway from parking lot at
each space or pair of spaces, if sidewalk
(curb) is present

separate; no path to ramp

Curb-cut is a minimum width of 3 ft.,
excluding sloped sides, has sloped sides,
all slopes not to exceed 1:12, and textured
or painted yellow

all part of the lot

Specification
BOAT RAMP HANDRALS

Yes

Handrails present alongside of boat ramp
Minimum width 4' between handrails

No

√

Comments/Transition Notes
No rails at the ramp

Handrails on both sides if ramp is longer
than 6'
Handrails at 34" and 19" from ramp surface
Handrails extend 12" beyond top and
bottom
Handgrip oval or round
Handgrip smooth surface
Handgrip diameter between 1 1/4" and 2"
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Clearance of 1 1/2" between wall and wall
rail
Non-slip surface
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Recreation Facility - Franklin Field
3 Franklin Street
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Town of Auburn, Open Space & Recreation Plan
ADA Facility Self-Evaluation
Franklin Field, 3 Franklin Street
PARKING LOT
Total Spaces
Total Spaces
Total Required Spaces
Total Accessible Spaces
Specifications for Accessible Spaces
Accessible spaces located closest to path

n/a
n/a
n/a
Yes No

Minimum of 13 ft., includes 8 ft. space plus
5 ft. access aisle

n/a

n/a

Van Space - Minimum of 1 van space for
every accessible space, 8 ft. wide plus 8 ft.
aisle. Alternative is to make all accessible
spaces 11 ft. wide with 5 ft. aisle

n/a

n/a

Sign with international symbol of
accessibility at each space or pair of spaces

n/a

n/a

Sign minimum 5 ft., maximum 8 ft. to top of
sign

n/a

n/a

Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no
cracks)
No ponding of water
Surface slope less than 1:20, 5%

n/a
n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a
n/a

Curb-cut to pathway from parking lot at
each space or pair of spaces, if sidewalk
(curb) is present

n/a

n/a

Curb-cut is a minimum width of 3 ft.,
excluding sloped sides, has sloped sides,
all slopes not to exceed 1:12, and textured
or painted yellow

n/a

n/a

Yes

No

PUBLIC CONCESSIONS
Specification
Access Path
Path does not require the use of stairs

Comments/Transition Notes
dirt lot

Comments/Transition Notes
N/A

Comments/Transition Notes

√
√

Path is stable, firm and slip resistant

grass field

√

3 ft. wide minimum
Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and max cross
pitch is 2% (1:50)

√

Continuous common surface, no changes in
level greater than 1/2 inch

√

Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

√
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Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"
Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at
drives, parking and drop-offs

√
√

Directional signage provided in highly
contrasting colors, e.g., white letters on
black background

√

A portion of the concession counter space
is maximum 34" from the ground and a
minimum 36" long.
Specification
BASKETBALL COURT
Access Path
Located next to accessible pathway/route
Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant
3 ft. wide minimum

Yes

No

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and max cross
pitch is 2% (1:50)

n/a

n/a

Continuous common surface, no changes in
level greater than 1/2 inch

n/a

n/a

Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

n/a

n/a

Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at
drives, parking and drop-offs
Equipment
Trash can located adjacent to accessible
path

√

Court, field, diamond has accessible
entrance minimum 3' wide

√

Paved or hard-packed paths to allow
(behind backstops, around dugouts and
benches, behind batting cages, around
playing court, etc.)

Comments/Transition Notes

√
√

There is no ponding
Dugout/benches accessible with 3'
minimum entrances/spaces between
benches and fences
Equipment/gear sheds accessible
Spectator Seating

n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a

Spectator seating located adjacent to
accessible path

n/a

n/a

Spectator seating accommodates people
with disabilities

n/a

n/a
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The ground around spectator seating is
evenly paved or hard-packed
There is no ponding

n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a

Yes

No

Comments/Transition Notes

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

n/a - located on a field

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and max cross
pitch is 2% (1:50)

n/a

n/a

Continuous common surface, no changes in
level greater than 1/2 inch

n/a

n/a

Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

n/a

n/a

Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

Specification
BASEBALL DIAMOND
Access Path
Located next to accessible pathway/route
Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant
3 ft. wide minimum

Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at
drives, parking and drop-offs
Equipment
Trash can located adjacent to accessible
path

√

Court, field, diamond has accessible
entrance minimum 3' wide

√

Paved or hard-packed paths to allow
(behind backstops, around dugouts and
benches, behind batting cages, etc.)

no clearly marked path

√
√

There is no ponding
Dugout/benches accessible with 3'
minimum entrances/spaces between
benches and fences

√
√

Equipment/gear sheds accessible
Spectator Seating
Spectator seating located adjacent to
accessible path

√

Spectator seating accommodates people
with disabilities

√

The ground around spectator seating is
evenly paved or hard-packed

√

32"

√

There is no ponding
Specification
PLAYGROUND (TOT LOT)
Access Path

Yes

Located next to accessible pathway/route

No

√

Comments/Transition Notes

n/a
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Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant
3 ft. wide minimum

n/a
n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a
n/a

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and max cross
pitch is 2% (1:50)

n/a

n/a

Continuous common surface, no changes in
level greater than 1/2 inch

n/a

n/a

Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

n/a

n/a

Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at
drives, parking and drop-offs
Equipment
Entrance to play area at least 3' wide

√

no path

Trash can located adjacent to accessible
path

√

no path

Spectator seating located adjacent to
accessible path

no path

Spectator seating accommodates people
with disabilities

√

no arms

The ground around spectator seating is
evenly paved or hard-packed
There is no ponding

√

field

Minimum of 3' clearance between play
equipment

√

Play equipment (slides, swings, etc.)
accessible to people with disabilities

√

Specification
PICNIC AREA - NEAR TOT LOT

Yes

Tables and benches located adjacent to
accessible paths

√

Trash cans located adjacent to accessible
paths

√

No

Comments/Transition Notes

no path

A minimum of 5% total tables must be
accessible with clear space under the table
top not less than 30" wide and 19" deep per
seating space and not less than 27" clear
from the ground to the underside of the
table. An additional 29" clear space
(totaling 48") must extend beyond the 19"
clear space under the table to provide
access

√

For tables without toe clearance, the knee
space under the table must be at least 28"
high, 30" wide, and 24" deep.

√

<30" wide on end of picnic table
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Top of the table no higher than 32" above
ground

√

Surface of the clear ground space under
and around the table must be stable, firm
and slip-resistant, and evenly graded with a
maximum slope of 2% in all directions

√

Accessible tables, grills and fire rings must
have clear ground space of at least 36"
around the perimeter

√

Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

√

Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"

√

Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at
drives, parking and drop-offs

n/a

n/a

Grass field (not "slip resistant?)

n/a
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Recreation Facility - Goddard Park
47 Auburn Street

/
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Town of Auburn, Open Space & Recreation Plan
ADA Facility Self-Evaluation
Goddard Park, Auburn Street
PARKING LOT - BEHIND AUBURN FIRE DEPT.
Total Spaces
Total Spaces
14
Total Required Spaces
1
Total Accessible Spaces
0
Specifications for Accessible Spaces
Yes No
Accessible spaces located closest to path
n/a n/a

Comments/Transition Notes

Comments/Transition Notes
lot is actually for fire station

Minimum of 13 ft., includes 8 ft. space plus
5 ft. access aisle

n/a

n/a

n/a

Van Space - Minimum of 1 van space for
every accessible space, 8 ft. wide plus 8 ft.
aisle. Alternative is to make all accessible
spaces 11 ft. wide with 5 ft. aisle

n/a

n/a

n/a

Sign with international symbol of
accessibility at each space or pair of spaces

n/a

n/a

n/a

Sign minimum 5 ft., maximum 8 ft. to top of
sign

n/a

n/a

n/a

Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no
cracks)
No ponding of water
Surface slope less than 1:20, 5%

n/a
n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a
n/a

Curb-cut to pathway from parking lot at
each space or pair of spaces, if sidewalk
(curb) is present

n/a

n/a

n/a

Curb-cut is a minimum width of 3 ft.,
excluding sloped sides, has sloped sides,
all slopes not to exceed 1:12, and textured
or painted yellow

n/a

n/a

n/a

Specification
Yes No
PATH OF TRAVEL AROUND GODDARD MONUMENT

3 ft. wide minimum

√
√
√

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and max cross
pitch is 2% (1:50)

√

Continuous common surface, no changes in
level greater than 1/2 inch

√

Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

√

Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant

Comments/Transition Notes

bushes overgrown into path; need trimming
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Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"

no wall

Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at
drives, parking and drop-offs
Specification
PARK BENCHES

√
Yes

No

Bench is adjacent to an accessible path

√

There is a 36" by 48" clear floor space
adjacent to the bench and connected to the
accessible route

√

Where one bench is provided, at least one
armrest should be provided on that bench,
and where multiple benches are provided at
least 50% of the benches shall have
armrests

√

Bench seat is a minimum of 42" long and
20" to 24" deep

√
√

Bench seat is 17" to 19" off of the ground
A seat back is provided or the bench is
affixed to a wall, the back extends the full
length of the bench and begins from a point
2" maximum above the seat to a point 18"
minimum above the seat.
Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane
Seat surface is slip resistant

Comments/Transition Notes

sinking; now 11" - 13" above ground

√
√
√

overgrown shrubs
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Recreation Facility - Holstrom Field
Southbridge Street Court
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Town of Auburn, Open Space & Recreation Plan
ADA Facility Self-Evaluation
Holstrom Field, Southbridge Street Court
PARKING LOT
Total Spaces
Total Spaces

n/a

Comments/Transition Notes
dirt lot

Total Required Spaces
Total Accessible Spaces
Specifications for Accessible Spaces
Accessible spaces located closest to path

n/a
n/a
Yes No
n/a n/a

Comments/Transition Notes
dirt lot

Minimum of 13 ft., includes 8 ft. space plus
5 ft. access aisle

n/a

n/a

Van Space - Minimum of 1 van space for
every accessible space, 8 ft. wide plus 8 ft.
aisle. Alternative is to make all accessible
spaces 11 ft. wide with 5 ft. aisle

n/a

n/a

Sign with international symbol of
accessibility at each space or pair of spaces

n/a

n/a

Sign minimum 5 ft., maximum 8 ft. to top of
sign

n/a

n/a

Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no
cracks)
No ponding of water
Surface slope less than 1:20, 5%

n/a
n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a
n/a

Curb-cut to pathway from parking lot at
each space or pair of spaces, if sidewalk
(curb) is present

n/a

n/a

Curb-cut is a minimum width of 3 ft.,
excluding sloped sides, has sloped sides,
all slopes not to exceed 1:12, and textured
or painted yellow

n/a

n/a

Yes

No

Specification
BASEBALL DIAMOND
Access Path

√

Located next to accessible pathway/route
Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant
3 ft. wide minimum

n/a
n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a
n/a

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and max cross
pitch is 2% (1:50)

n/a

n/a

Continuous common surface, no changes in
level greater than 1/2 inch

n/a

n/a

Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

n/a

n/a

Comments/Transition Notes

no path available
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Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"
Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at
drives, parking and drop-offs
Equipment

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

Trash can located adjacent to accessible
path

√

Court, field, diamond has accessible
entrance minimum 3' wide

n/a

n/a

Paved or hard-packed paths to allow
(behind backstops, around dugouts and
benches, behind batting cages, etc.)
There is no ponding

n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a

Dugout/benches accessible with 3'
minimum entrances/spaces between
benches and fences
Equipment/gear sheds accessible
Spectator Seating

no path

Spectator seating located adjacent to
accessible path

√

no path

Spectator seating accommodates people
with disabilities

√

no arms

The ground around spectator seating is
evenly paved or hard-packed

√

There is no ponding

√
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Recreation Facility - Julia Bancroft School
11 Vinal Street
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Town of Auburn, Open Space & Recreation Plan
ADA Facility Self-Evaluation
Julia Bancroft School, 11 Vinal Street
PARKING LOT
Total Spaces
Total Spaces
Total Required Spaces

Comments/Transition Notes
63
3

Total Accessible Spaces
Specifications for Accessible Spaces
Accessible spaces located closest to path

3
Yes

Minimum of 13 ft., includes 8 ft. space plus
5 ft. access aisle

√

No

only 1 beside the tot lot; 2 @ school
entrance
Comments/Transition Notes
N/A

Van Space - Minimum of 1 van space for
every accessible space, 8 ft. wide plus 8 ft.
aisle. Alternative is to make all accessible
spaces 11 ft. wide with 5 ft. aisle
Sign with international symbol of
accessibility at each space or pair of spaces

√

Sign minimum 5 ft., maximum 8 ft. to top of
sign

√

Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no
cracks)
No ponding of water
Surface slope less than 1:20, 5%

√
√
√

Curb-cut to pathway from parking lot at
each space or pair of spaces, if sidewalk
(curb) is present
Curb-cut is a minimum width of 3 ft.,
excluding sloped sides, has sloped sides,
all slopes not to exceed 1:12, and textured
or painted yellow
Specification
PLAYGROUND (TOT LOT)
Access Path
Located next to accessible pathway/route
Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant
3 ft. wide minimum

Yes

No

Comments/Transition Notes

maybe under the snowbank

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and max cross
pitch is 2% (1:50)
Continuous common surface, no changes in
level greater than 1/2 inch
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Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

√

Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"

√

Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at
drives, parking and drop-offs
Equipment
Entrance to play area at least 3' wide

√

Trash can located adjacent to accessible
path
Spectator seating located adjacent to
accessible path

√
√

Spectator seating accommodates people
with disabilities
The ground around spectator seating is
evenly paved or hard-packed

√

There is no ponding

√
√

Minimum of 3' clearance between play
equipment

√

Play equipment (slides, swings, etc.)
accessible to people with disabilities

√

Specification
BASEBALL DIAMOND
Access Path
Located next to accessible pathway/route
Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant
3 ft. wide minimum

*14" drop to 21% pitch hill on one side

Yes

No

no arms

Comments/Transition Notes

path under snow if it exists

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and max cross
pitch is 2% (1:50)

√

Continuous common surface, no changes in
level greater than 1/2 inch

√

Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

√

Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"

√

Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at
drives, parking and drop-offs
Equipment
Trash can located adjacent to accessible
path

√

Court, field, diamond has accessible
entrance minimum 3' wide
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Paved or hard-packed paths to allow
(behind backstops, around dugouts and
benches, behind batting cages, around
playing court etc.)

√

There is no ponding
Dugout/benches accessible with 3'
minimum entrances/spaces between
benches and fences
Equipment/gear sheds accessible
Spectator Seating

√
n/a

n/a

n/a

Spectator seating located adjacent to
accessible path

n/a

n/a

no seating on the field

Spectator seating accommodates people
with disabilities

n/a

n/a

The ground around spectator seating is
evenly paved or hard-packed
There is no ponding

n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a
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Recreation Facility - Lemansky Park
400 Oxford Street North
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Town of Auburn, Open Space & Recreation Plan
ADA Facility Self-Evaluation
Lemansky Park, 400 Oxford Street
PARKING LOT - BRAYMAN STREET
Total Spaces
Total Spaces
Total Required Spaces
Total Accessible Spaces
Specifications for Accessible Spaces

Comments/Transition Notes
71
3
4
Yes

Accessible spaces located closest to path

√

Minimum of 13 ft., includes 8 ft. space plus
5 ft. access aisle

√

Van Space - Minimum of 1 van space for
every accessible space, 8 ft. wide plus 8 ft.
aisle. Alternative is to make all accessible
spaces 11 ft. wide with 5 ft. aisle

√

No

Sign with international symbol of
accessibility at each space or pair of
spaces

√

Sign minimum 5 ft., maximum 8 ft. to top of
sign

√

Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no
cracks)
No ponding of water
Surface slope less than 1:20, 5%

√
√
√

Curb-cut to pathway from parking lot at
each space or pair of spaces, if sidewalk
(curb) is present

√

Curb-cut is a minimum width of 3 ft.,
excluding sloped sides, has sloped sides,
all slopes not to exceed 1:12, and textured
or painted yellow

√

Specification
TRACK
Access Path

Yes

3 ft. wide minimum

√
√
√
√

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and max cross
pitch is 2% (1:50)

√

Continuous common surface, no changes
in level greater than 1/2 inch

√

Located next to accessible pathway/route
Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant

Comments/Transition Notes

No

drop from lot to playground is greater than
1/2"
Comments/Transition Notes
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Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane
Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"

√
√

Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts
at drives, parking and drop-offs
Equipment

√

Trash can located adjacent to accessible
path

√

Court, field, diamond has accessible
entrance minimum 3' wide

√

Paved or hard-packed paths to allow
(behind backstops, around dugouts and
benches, behind batting cages, etc.)
There is no ponding

√
√

Dugout/benches accessible with 3'
minimum entrances/spaces between
benches and fences
Equipment/gear sheds accessible
Spectator Seating

n/a

Spectator seating located adjacent to
accessible path

√

Spectator seating accommodates people
with disabilities
The ground around spectator seating is
evenly paved or hard-packed
There is no ponding
Specification
TENNIS COURTS
Access Path

√

3 ft. wide minimum
Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and max cross
pitch is 2% (1:50)

No

Comments/Transition Notes

√
√
√
√

Continuous common surface, no changes
in level greater than 1/2 inch

√

Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

√

Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"

√

Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts
at drives, parking and drop-offs
Equipment

no arms

√

Located next to accessible pathway/route

Path is stable, firm and slip resistant

no dugout/benches

√
√
Yes

Path does not require the use of stairs

n/a

√

8%

1/2" drop from lot to path
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Trash can located adjacent to accessible
path

√

Court, field, diamond has accessible
entrance minimum 3' wide

n/a

n/a

Paved or hard-packed paths to allow
(behind backstops, around dugouts and
benches, behind batting cages, etc.)
There is no ponding

n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a

Dugout/benches accessible with 3'
minimum entrances/spaces between
benches and fences
Equipment/gear sheds accessible
Spectator Seating
Spectator seating located adjacent to
accessible path

√

Spectator seating accommodates people
with disabilities

√

The ground around spectator seating is
evenly paved or hard-packed

√

no arms

√

There is no ponding
Specification
SKATEBOARD PARK
Access Path

Yes

Located next to accessible pathway/route
Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant
3 ft. wide minimum

√

11%

√

Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

√

Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"

√

Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts
at drives, parking and drop-offs
Equipment

√

Trash can located adjacent to accessible
path

√

Court, field, diamond has accessible
entrance minimum 3' wide

√

Paved or hard-packed paths to allow
(behind backstops, around dugouts and
benches, behind batting cages, etc.)

Comments/Transition Notes

path isn't near ADA accessible parking
space

√
√
√
√

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and max cross
pitch is 2% (1:50)
Continuous common surface, no changes
in level greater than 1/2 inch

No

n/a

n/a

163 | Town of Auburn 2014 Open Space & Recreational Plan

There is no ponding

n/a

n/a

Dugout/benches accessible with 3'
minimum entrances/spaces between
benches and fences
Equipment/gear sheds accessible
Spectator Seating

n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a

Spectator seating located adjacent to
accessible path

√

Spectator seating accommodates people
with disabilities

√

The ground around spectator seating is
evenly paved or hard-packed

√

no arms

√

There is no ponding
Specification
BASKETBALL COURT
Access Path

Yes

Located next to accessible pathway/route
Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant
3 ft. wide minimum

No

√
n/a
n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a
n/a

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and max cross
pitch is 2% (1:50)

√

Continuous common surface, no changes
in level greater than 1/2 inch

√

Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

√

Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"

√

Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts
at drives, parking and drop-offs
Equipment

√

Trash can located adjacent to accessible
path

√

Court, field, diamond has accessible
entrance minimum 3' wide

n/a

n/a

Paved or hard-packed paths to allow
(behind backstops, around dugouts and
benches, behind batting cages, around
playing court, etc.)
There is no ponding

n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

Dugout/benches accessible with 3'
minimum entrances/spaces between
benches and fences
Equipment/gear sheds accessible
Spectator Seating
Spectator seating located adjacent to
accessible path

Comments/Transition Notes

no path

no seating
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Spectator seating accommodates people
with disabilities

n/a

n/a

The ground around spectator seating is
evenly paved or hard-packed
There is no ponding

n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a

Specification
Yes No
PICNIC AREA - NEXT TO PLAYGROUND (TOT LOT)
Tables and benches located adjacent to
√
accessible paths
Trash cans located adjacent to accessible
paths

√

A minimum of 5% total tables must be
accessible with clear space under the table
top not less than 30" wide and 19" deep per
seating space and not less than 27" clear
from the ground to the underside of the
table. An additional 29" clear space
(totaling 48") must extend beyond the 19"
clear space under the table to provide
access

√

For tables without toe clearance, the knee
space under the table must be at least 28"
high, 30" wide, and 24" deep.

√

Top of the table no higher than 32" above
ground

√

Surface of the clear ground space under
and around the table must be stable, firm
and slip-resistant, and evenly graded with a
maximum slope of 2% in all directions
Accessible tables, grills and fire rings must
have clear ground space of at least 36"
around the perimeter

√

√

Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"

√

Specification
PLAYGROUND (TOT LOT)
Access Path
Located next to accessible pathway/route
Path does not require the use of stairs

n/a

n/a

no curb

Yes

No

Comments/Transition Notes

√
√
√

Path is stable, firm and slip resistant
3 ft. wide minimum

path degraded beyond usability by those
with accessible needs

√

Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts
at drives, parking and drop-offs

Comments/Transition Notes

path degraded beyond usability by those
with accessible needs

√
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Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and max cross
pitch is 2% (1:50)

√

Continuous common surface, no changes
in level greater than 1/2 inch

√

Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

√

Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"

√

Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts
at drives, parking and drop-offs
Equipment

no curb

Entrance to play area at least 3' wide

√

Trash can located adjacent to accessible
path

√

Spectator seating located adjacent to
accessible path

√

Spectator seating accommodates people
with disabilities
The ground around spectator seating is
evenly paved or hard-packed

√

There is no ponding

√
√

Minimum of 3' clearance between play
equipment

√

Play equipment (slides, swings, etc.)
accessible to people with disabilities

√

PARKING LOT - OXFORD STREET
Total Spaces
Total Spaces
Total Required Spaces
Total Accessible Spaces
Specifications for Accessible Spaces
Accessible spaces located closest to path

Yes
n/a

No
n/a

Minimum of 13 ft., includes 8 ft. space plus
5 ft. access aisle

n/a

n/a

Van Space - Minimum of 1 van space for
every accessible space, 8 ft. wide plus 8 ft.
aisle. Alternative is to make all accessible
spaces 11 ft. wide with 5 ft. aisle

n/a

n/a

Sign with international symbol of
accessibility at each space or pair of
spaces

n/a

n/a

Sign minimum 5 ft., maximum 8 ft. to top of
sign

n/a

n/a

Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no
cracks)
No ponding of water
Surface slope less than 1:20, 5%

n/a
n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a
n/a

no arms

Comments/Transition Notes
59
3
0

This lot is attached to the State Ice Skating rink. There
are accessible spots near the entrance of the skating
facility, but there are not spaces in the south of the lot
close to the ball fields

Comments/Transition Notes
none
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Curb-cut to pathway from parking lot at
each space or pair of spaces, if sidewalk
(curb) is present

n/a

n/a

Curb-cut is a minimum width of 3 ft.,
excluding sloped sides, has sloped sides,
all slopes not to exceed 1:12, and textured
or painted yellow

n/a

n/a

Yes

No

Specification
BASEBALL DIAMOND
Access Path

3 ft. wide minimum

√
√
√
√

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and max cross
pitch is 2% (1:50)

√

Continuous common surface, no changes
in level greater than 1/2 inch

√

Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

√

Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"

√

Located next to accessible pathway/route
Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant

Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts
at drives, parking and drop-offs
Equipment

√

Trash can located adjacent to accessible
path

√

Court, field, diamond has accessible
entrance minimum 3' wide

√

Paved or hard-packed paths to allow
(behind backstops, around dugouts and
benches, behind batting cages, etc.)

√

There is no ponding

√

Dugout/benches accessible with 3'
minimum entrances/spaces between
benches and fences

√
√

Equipment/gear sheds accessible
Spectator Seating
Spectator seating located adjacent to
accessible path

√

Spectator seating accommodates people
with disabilities

√

The ground around spectator seating is
evenly paved or hard-packed

√

There is no ponding

Comments/Transition Notes

√
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Specification
SOFTBALL DIAMOND
Access Path

Yes

Comments/Transition Notes

√

Located next to accessible pathway/route
Path does not require the use of stairs

No

√

3 ft. wide minimum

√
√

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and max cross
pitch is 2% (1:50)

√

Continuous common surface, no changes
in level greater than 1/2 inch

√

Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

√

Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"

√

Path is stable, firm and slip resistant

Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts
at drives, parking and drop-offs
Equipment

√

Trash can located adjacent to accessible
path

√

Court, field, diamond has accessible
entrance minimum 3' wide

√

Paved or hard-packed paths to allow
(behind backstops, around dugouts and
benches, behind batting cages, etc.)

√

There is no ponding

√

Dugout/benches accessible with 3'
minimum entrances/spaces between
benches and fences

√
√

Equipment/gear sheds accessible
Spectator Seating
Spectator seating located adjacent to
accessible path

√

Spectator seating accommodates people
with disabilities

√

The ground around spectator seating is
evenly paved or hard-packed

√
√

There is no ponding
Specification
PUBLIC RESTROOMS

Yes

5 ft. turning space measured 12" from the
floor
At least one sink:

√

No

Comments/Transition Notes
restroom not ADA compliant because the
threshold at the entrance is greater than
1/2"
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Clear floor space of 30" by 48" to allow a
forward approach

√

Mounted without pedestal or legs, height
34: to top of rim

√

Extends at least 22" from the wall

√

Open knee space a minimum of 19" deep,
30" width, and 27" high

√
√

Exposed pipes covered with insulation
Faucets operable with closed fists (lever or
spring activated handle)
At least one stall:
Accessible to person using wheelchair at
60" wide by 72" deep
Stall door is 36" wide
Stall door swings out
Stall door is self-closing
stall door has a pull latch

√
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

Lock on the stall door is operable with a
closed fist, and 32: above the floor
Coat hook is 54: high
Toilet is:

n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a

18" from the center to nearest side wall

√

42" minimum clear space from center to
farthest wall or fixture
Top of seat 17" - 19" above the floor
Grab bars are:
On back and side wall closest to the toilet
1 1/4" diameter
1 1/2" clearance from the wall
Located 30" above the parallel to the floor
Acid-etched or roughened surface
42" long
Fixtures:

has pedestal

single room facility; no stall

√
√
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

Toilet paper dispenser is 24" above floor

√

one mirror set a maximum 38" to bottom (if
tilted, 42")

√

Dispensers (towel, soap, etc.) at least one
of each a maximum 42" above the floor
Floors:

√

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

no grab bars

n/a

none

n/a

no drinking fountain

√

Non-slip surface
Corridor width minimum is 3 ft.

n/a

Objects (signs, ceiling lights, fixtures) can
only protrude 4" into the path of travel from
a height of 27" to 80" above the floor
Drinking Fountains:
Spouts no higher than 36" from floor to
outlet

√
n/a

169 | Town of Auburn 2014 Open Space & Recreational Plan

Hand operated push button or level controls

n/a

n/a

Spouts located near front with stream of
water as parallel to front as possible
Hand operated push button or lever control

n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a

If recessed, recess a minimum 30" width,
and no deeper than depth of fountain

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

If no clear knee space underneath, clear
floor space 30" x 48" to allow parallel
approach
Switches, Controls, and Signs
Switches and controls for light, heat,
ventilation, windows, fire alarms,
thermostats, etc., must be a minimum of
36" and a maximum of 48" above the floor
for a forward reach, a maximum of 54" for a
side reach

√

Electrical outlets centered no lower than
18" above the floor

√

Warning signals must be visual as well as
audible
Signs

n/a

n/a

no warning signals

Mounting height must be 60" to center line
of the sign
Within 18" of door jamb or recessed
Letters and numbers at least 1 1/4" high
Letters and numbers raised .03"

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

no signs

letters and numbers contrast with the
background color

n/a

n/a
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Recreation Facility - Mary D. School
10 Church Street
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Town of Auburn, Open Space & Recreation Plan
ADA Facility Self-Evaluation
Mary D. Stone School, 10 Church Street
PARKING LOT - OFF OF CENTRAL STREET
Total Spaces
Total Spaces
25
Total Required Spaces
1
Total Accessible Spaces
1
Specifications for Accessible Spaces
Yes No
Accessible spaces located closest to path

√

Van Space - Minimum of 1 van space for
every accessible space, 8 ft. wide plus 8 ft.
aisle. Alternative is to make all accessible
spaces 11 ft. wide with 5 ft. aisle

√

Surface slope less than 1:20, 5%
Curb-cut to pathway from parking lot at
each space or pair of spaces, if sidewalk
(curb) is present

√

Curb-cut is a minimum width of 3 ft.,
excluding sloped sides, has sloped sides,
all slopes not to exceed 1:12, and textured
or painted yellow

√
Yes

3 ft. wide minimum

√
√
√
√

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and max cross
pitch is 2% (1:50)

√

Located next to accessible pathway/route
Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant

Continuous common surface, no changes in
level greater than 1/2 inch

√

10 ft. to top of the sign

√
√

parking lot in disrepair; ponding present

√

No ponding of water

Specification
PLAYGROUND (TOT LOT)
Access Path

8 ft. spot only, no access aisle

√

Sign minimum 5 ft., maximum 8 ft. to top of
sign
Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no
cracks)

Comments/Transition Notes

√

Minimum of 13 ft., includes 8 ft. space plus
5 ft. access aisle

Sign with international symbol of
accessibility at each space or pair of spaces

Comments/Transition Notes

No

6.4% at accessible parking spot

Comments/Transition Notes

4.30%

√

3" drop from ramp into the lot area
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Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

√

N/A

Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"

√

N/A

Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at
drives, parking and drop-offs
Equipment

√

Entrance to play area at least 3' wide

√

Trash can located adjacent to accessible
path

√

Spectator seating located adjacent to
accessible path

√

Spectator seating accommodates people
with disabilities
The ground around spectator seating is
evenly paved or hard-packed

No; 2 picnic table

√
√
√

There is no ponding
Minimum of 3' clearance between play
equipment

√

Play equipment (slides, swings, etc.)
accessible to people with disabilities

√

Specification
SOCCER FIELD
Access Path

Yes

3 ft. wide minimum

√
√
√
√

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and max cross
pitch is 2% (1:50)

√

Continuous common surface, no changes in
level greater than 1/2 inch

√

Located next to accessible pathway/route
Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant

No

Under swings and in low spots

Comments/Transition Notes

Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

√

N/A

Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"

√

N/A

√

N/A

Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at
drives, parking and drop-offs
Equipment
Trash can located adjacent to accessible
path

√

Court, field, diamond has accessible
entrance minimum 3' wide

√
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Paved or hard-packed paths to allow
(behind backstops, around dugouts and
benches, behind batting cages, around
playing court etc.)
There is no ponding

√
√

Dugout/benches accessible with 3'
minimum entrances/spaces between
benches and fences

√
√

Equipment/gear sheds accessible
Spectator Seating
Spectator seating located adjacent to
accessible path

√

Spectator seating accommodates people
with disabilities

√

The ground around spectator seating is
evenly paved or hard-packed
There is no ponding

N/A
N/A

N/A

√
√
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Recreation Facility - Pakachoag School
110 Pakachoag School
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Town of Auburn, Open Space & Recreation Plan
ADA Facility Self-Evaluation
Pakachoag School, 110 Pakachoag Street
PARKING LOT
Total Spaces
Total Spaces
Total Required Spaces
Total Accessible Spaces
Specifications for Accessible Spaces

Comments/Transition Notes
43
2
0
Yes No

Accessible spaces located closest to path

√

Minimum of 13 ft., includes 8 ft. space plus
5 ft. access aisle

√

Van Space - Minimum of 1 van space for
every accessible space, 8 ft. wide plus 8 ft.
aisle. Alternative is to make all accessible
spaces 11 ft. wide with 5 ft. aisle

√

Sign with international symbol of
accessibility at each space or pair of spaces

√

Sign minimum 5 ft., maximum 8 ft. to top of
sign

√

Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no
cracks)

Surface slope less than 1:20, 5%

√
√
√

Curb-cut to pathway from parking lot at
each space or pair of spaces, if sidewalk
(curb) is present

√

Curb-cut is a minimum width of 3 ft.,
excluding sloped sides, has sloped sides,
all slopes not to exceed 1:12, and textured
or painted yellow

√

No ponding of water

Specification
PLAYGROUND (TOT LOT)
Access Path

Yes

3 ft. wide minimum

√
√
√

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and max cross
pitch is 2% (1:50)

√

Continuous common surface, no changes in
level greater than 1/2 inch

√

Path is stable, firm and slip resistant

Comments/Transition Notes

√

Located next to accessible pathway/route
Path does not require the use of stairs

No

no spaces near facilities
Comments/Transition Notes
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Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

√

Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"

√

Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at
drives, parking and drop-offs
Equipment

√

Entrance to play area at least 3' wide

√

Trash can located adjacent to accessible
path

√

Spectator seating located adjacent to
accessible path

√

Spectator seating accommodates people
with disabilities

√

The ground around spectator seating is
evenly paved or hard-packed

√

There is no ponding

√

Minimum of 3' clearance between play
equipment

√

Play equipment (slides, swings, etc.)
accessible to people with disabilities

√

Specification
BASEBALL DIAMOND
Access Path

Yes

No

Located next to accessible pathway/route
Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant
3 ft. wide minimum

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and max cross
pitch is 2% (1:50)

n/a

n/a

Continuous common surface, no changes in
level greater than 1/2 inch

n/a

n/a

Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

n/a

n/a

Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at
drives, parking and drop-offs
Equipment
Trash can located adjacent to accessible
path
Court, field, diamond has accessible
entrance minimum 3' wide

Comments/Transition Notes

n/a no path - open field next to curbless
lot

√
n/a

n/a

n/a
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Paved or hard-packed paths to allow
(behind backstops, around dugouts and
benches, behind batting cages, around
playing court etc.)

√
√

There is no ponding
Dugout/benches accessible with 3'
minimum entrances/spaces between
benches and fences
Equipment/gear sheds accessible
Spectator Seating

√
n/a

n/a

n/a

Spectator seating located adjacent to
accessible path

n/a

n/a

n/a

Spectator seating accommodates people
with disabilities

n/a

n/a

n/a

The ground around spectator seating is
evenly paved or hard-packed
There is no ponding

n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a

Yes

No

Comments/Transition Notes

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

no path - open field to curbless lot
n/a
n/a
n/a

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and max cross
pitch is 2% (1:50)

n/a

n/a

n/a

Continuous common surface, no changes in
level greater than 1/2 inch

n/a

n/a

parking lot all broken up

Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

n/a

n/a

n/a

Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

Specification
SOCCER FIELD
Access Path
Located next to accessible pathway/route
Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant
3 ft. wide minimum

Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at
drives, parking and drop-offs
Equipment
Trash can located adjacent to accessible
path

√

Court, field, diamond has accessible
entrance minimum 3' wide

n/a

n/a

n/a

Paved or hard-packed paths to allow
(behind backstops, around dugouts and
benches, behind batting cages, around
playing court etc.)
There is no ponding

n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a

Dugout/benches accessible with 3'
minimum entrances/spaces between
benches and fences
Equipment/gear sheds accessible

n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a
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Spectator Seating
Spectator seating located adjacent to
accessible path

n/a

n/a

n/a

Spectator seating accommodates people
with disabilities

n/a

n/a

n/a

The ground around spectator seating is
evenly paved or hard-packed
There is no ponding

n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a
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Dr. Arthur & Dr. Martha Pappas Recreation Complex
203 Pakachoag Street
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Town of Auburn, Open Space & Recreation Plan
ADA Facility Self-Evaluation
Dr. Arthur and Martha Pappas Recreation Complex,
203 Pakachoag Street
PARKING LOT 1 - OFF OF PAKACHOAGPAKACHOAG STREET
Total Spaces
Comments/Transition Notes
Total Spaces
16
Total Required Spaces
1
Total Accessible Spaces
0
Specifications for Accessible Spaces
Yes
No
Comments/Transition Notes
N/A N/A N/A
Accessible spaces located closest to path
Minimum of 13 ft., includes 8 ft. space plus
5 ft. access aisle

N/A

N/A

N/A

Van Space - Minimum of 1 van space for
every accessible space, 8 ft. wide plus 8 ft.
aisle. Alternative is to make all accessible
spaces 11 ft. wide with 5 ft. aisle

N/A

N/A

N/A

Sign with international symbol of
accessibility at each space or pair of
spaces

N/A

N/A

N/A

Sign minimum 5 ft., maximum 8 ft. to top of
sign

N/A

N/A

N/A

Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no
cracks)

√
√

No ponding of water
Surface slope less than 1:20, 5%

N/A

N/A

N/A

Curb-cut to pathway from parking lot at
each space or pair of spaces, if sidewalk
(curb) is present

N/A

N/A

N/A

Curb-cut is a minimum width of 3 ft.,
excluding sloped sides, has sloped sides,
all slopes not to exceed 1:12, and textured
or painted yellow

N/A

N/A

N/A

No

Comments/Transition Notes

Specification
Yes
MAROIS FIELD/RILEY-PAPPAS PAVILION
Access Path

3 ft. wide minimum

√
√
√
√

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and max cross
pitch is 2% (1:50)

√

Continuous common surface, no changes
in level greater than 1/2 inch

√

Located next to accessible pathway/route
Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant
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Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

√

Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"

√

Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts
at drives, parking and drop-offs
Equipment

√

Trash can located adjacent to accessible
path

√

Court, field, diamond has accessible
entrance minimum 3' wide

√

Paved or hard-packed paths to allow
(behind backstops, around dugouts and
benches, behind batting cages, around
playing court etc.)
There is no ponding

√
√

Dugout/benches accessible with 3'
minimum entrances/spaces between
benches and fences
Equipment/gear sheds accessible
Spectator Seating

n/a
n/a

Spectator seating located adjacent to
accessible path

√

Spectator seating accommodates people
with disabilities

√

The ground around spectator seating is
evenly paved or hard-packed
There is no ponding

n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a

√
√

PARKING LOT 2 - ADJACENT TO SOCCER FIELD 1
Total Spaces
Total Spaces
47
Total Required Spaces
2
Total Accessible Spaces
2
Specifications for Accessible Spaces
Yes
No
Accessible spaces located closest to path

√

Minimum of 13 ft., includes 8 ft. space plus
5 ft. access aisle

√

Van Space - Minimum of 1 van space for
every accessible space, 8 ft. wide plus 8 ft.
aisle. Alternative is to make all accessible
spaces 11 ft. wide with 5 ft. aisle

√

Sign with international symbol of
accessibility at each space or pair of
spaces

√

Sign minimum 5 ft., maximum 8 ft. to top of
sign

√

Comments/Transition Notes

Comments/Transition Notes
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Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no
cracks)

Surface slope less than 1:20, 5%

√
√
√

Curb-cut to pathway from parking lot at
each space or pair of spaces, if sidewalk
(curb) is present

√

Curb-cut is a minimum width of 3 ft.,
excluding sloped sides, has sloped sides,
all slopes not to exceed 1:12, and textured
or painted yellow

√

No ponding of water

Specification
SOCCER FIELD 1
Access Path

Yes

3 ft. wide minimum

√
√
√
√

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and max cross
pitch is 2% (1:50)

√

Continuous common surface, no changes
in level greater than 1/2 inch

√

Located next to accessible pathway/route
Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant

No

Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

√

Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"

√

Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts
at drives, parking and drop-offs
Equipment

√

Trash can located adjacent to accessible
path

√

Court, field, diamond has accessible
entrance minimum 3' wide

√

Paved or hard-packed paths to allow
(behind backstops, around dugouts and
benches, behind batting cages, around
playing court etc.)
There is no ponding
Dugout/benches accessible with 3'
minimum entrances/spaces between
benches and fences
Equipment/gear sheds accessible
Spectator Seating
Spectator seating located adjacent to
accessible path

Comments/Transition Notes

√
√
√
√
√
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Spectator seating accommodates people
with disabilities
The ground around spectator seating is
evenly paved or hard-packed
There is no ponding

√
√
√

PARKING LOT 3 - ADJACENT TO THOMPSON CONCESSION STAND
Total Spaces
Comments/Transition Notes
Total Spaces
40
Total Required Spaces
2
Total Accessible Spaces
4
Specifications for Accessible Spaces
Yes
No
Comments/Transition Notes
Accessible spaces located closest to path

√

Minimum of 13 ft., includes 8 ft. space plus
5 ft. access aisle

√

Van Space - Minimum of 1 van space for
every accessible space, 8 ft. wide plus 8 ft.
aisle. Alternative is to make all accessible
spaces 11 ft. wide with 5 ft. aisle

√

Sign with international symbol of
accessibility at each space or pair of
spaces

√

Sign minimum 5 ft., maximum 8 ft. to top of
sign

√

Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no
cracks)

Surface slope less than 1:20, 5%

√
√
√

Curb-cut to pathway from parking lot at
each space or pair of spaces, if sidewalk
(curb) is present

√

Curb-cut is a minimum width of 3 ft.,
excluding sloped sides, has sloped sides,
all slopes not to exceed 1:12, and textured
or painted yellow

√

No ponding of water

PUBLIC CONCESSIONS
Specification
Access Path

Yes

3 ft. wide minimum

√
√
√

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and max cross
pitch is 2% (1:50)

√

Continuous common surface, no changes
in level greater than 1/2 inch

√

Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant

No

Comments/Transition Notes
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Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

√

Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"

√

Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts
at drives, parking and drop-offs

√

Directional signage provided in highly
contrasting colors, e.g., white letters on
black background

√

not required, straight path to concessions
with clear visual

A portion of the concession counter space
is maximum 34" from the ground and a
minimum 36" long.

√

35.5" off ground; no seating available

Specification
PUBLIC RESTROOMS

Yes

5 ft. turning space measured 12" from the
floor
At least one sink:

√

Clear floor space of 30" by 48" to allow a
forward approach

√

Mounted without pedestal or legs, height
34: to top of rim

√

No

√

Extends at least 22" from the wall
Open knee space a minimum of 19" deep,
30" width, and 27" high
Exposed pipes covered with insulation
Faucets operable with closed fists (lever or
spring activated handle)
At least on stall:
Accessible to person using wheelchair at
60" wide by 72" deep
Stall door is 36" wide
Stall door swings out
Stall door is self-closing
stall door has a pull latch
Lock on the stall door is operable with a
closed fist, and 32: above the floor
Coat hook is 54: high
Toilet is:
18" from the center to nearest side wall
42" minimum clear space from center to
farthest wall or fixture
Top of seat 17" - 19" above the floor
Grab bars are:
On back and side wall closest to the toilet

Comments/Transition Notes

19"

√
√
√
√
√
√
√
√
√
√
√
√
√
√
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√
√

1 1/4" diameter
1 1/2" clearance from the wall
Located 30" above the parallel to the floor

√

32" above floor

√

40" above floor

√
√

Acid-etched or roughened surface
42" long
Fixtures:
Toilet paper dispenser is 24" above floor
one mirror set a maximum 38" to bottom (if
tilted, 42")

√

Dispensers (towel, soap, etc.) at least one
of each a maximum 42" above the floor
Floors:

√
√
√

Non-slip surface
Corridor width minimum is 3 ft.
Objects (signs, ceiling lights, fixtures) can
only protrude 4" into the path of travel from
a height of 27" to 80" above the floor
Drinking Fountains:

√

Spouts no higher than 36" from floor to
outlet

n/a

n/a

no drinking fountains

Hand operated push button or level
controls

n/a

n/a

n/a

Spouts located near front with stream of
water as parallel to front as possible
Hand operated push button or lever control

n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a

If recessed, recess a minimum 30" width,
and no deeper than depth of fountain

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

Switches and controls for light, heat,
ventilation, windows, fire alarms,
thermostats, etc., must be a minimum of
36" and a maximum of 48" above the floor
for a forward reach, a maximum of 54" for a
side reach

n/a

n/a

no switches, controls, or signs to inspect

Electrical outlets centered no lower than
18" above the floor

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

n/a
n/a
n/a
n/a

If no clear knee space underneath, clear
floor space 30" x 48" to allow parallel
approach
Switches, Controls, and Signs

Warning signals must be visual as well as
audible
Signs
Mounting height must be 60" to center line
of the sign
Within 18" of door jamb or recessed
Letters and numbers at least 1 1/4" high
Letters and numbers raised .03"
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letters and numbers contrast with the
background color
Specification
CAMOSSE LITTLE LEAGUE FIELD
Access Path

n/a

n/a

n/a

Yes

No

Comments/Transition Notes

3 ft. wide minimum

√
√
√
√

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and max cross
pitch is 2% (1:50)

√

Continuous common surface, no changes
in level greater than 1/2 inch

√

Located next to accessible pathway/route
Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant

Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

√

Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"

√

Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts
at drives, parking and drop-offs
Equipment

√

Trash can located adjacent to accessible
path

√

Court, field, diamond has accessible
entrance minimum 3' wide

√

Paved or hard-packed paths to allow
(behind backstops, around dugouts and
benches, behind batting cages, around
playing court etc.)
There is no ponding
Dugout/benches accessible with 3'
minimum entrances/spaces between
benches and fences
Equipment/gear sheds accessible
Spectator Seating

√
√
√
√

Spectator seating located adjacent to
accessible path

√

Spectator seating accommodates people
with disabilities

√

The ground around spectator seating is
evenly paved or hard-packed
There is no ponding
Specification
FULLER LITTLE LEAUGE FIELD
Access Path

√
√
Yes

No

Comments/Transition Notes
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3 ft. wide minimum

√
√
√
√

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and max cross
pitch is 2% (1:50)

√

Continuous common surface, no changes
in level greater than 1/2 inch

√

Located next to accessible pathway/route
Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant

Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

√

Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"

√

Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts
at drives, parking and drop-offs
Equipment

√

Trash can located adjacent to accessible
path

√

Court, field, diamond has accessible
entrance minimum 3' wide

√

Paved or hard-packed paths to allow
(behind backstops, around dugouts and
benches, behind batting cages, around
playing court etc.)
There is no ponding
Dugout/benches accessible with 3'
minimum entrances/spaces between
benches and fences
Equipment/gear sheds accessible
Spectator Seating

√
√
√
n/a n/a

Spectator seating located adjacent to
accessible path

√

Spectator seating accommodates people
with disabilities

√

The ground around spectator seating is
evenly paved or hard-packed
There is no ponding

none

√
√

PARKING LOT 4 - SOUTH OF PAPPAS SOFTBALL FIELD
Total Spaces
Comments/Transition Notes
Total Spaces
40
Total Required Spaces
2
Total Accessible Spaces
2
Specifications for Accessible Spaces
Yes
No
Comments/Transition Notes
Accessible spaces located closest to path

√

Minimum of 13 ft., includes 8 ft. space plus
5 ft. access aisle

√
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Van Space - Minimum of 1 van space for
every accessible space, 8 ft. wide plus 8 ft.
aisle. Alternative is to make all accessible
spaces 11 ft. wide with 5 ft. aisle

√

Sign with international symbol of
accessibility at each space or pair of
spaces

√

Sign minimum 5 ft., maximum 8 ft. to top of
sign

√

Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no
cracks)

Surface slope less than 1:20, 5%

√
√
√

Curb-cut to pathway from parking lot at
each space or pair of spaces, if sidewalk
(curb) is present

√

Curb-cut is a minimum width of 3 ft.,
excluding sloped sides, has sloped sides,
all slopes not to exceed 1:12, and textured
or painted yellow

√

No ponding of water

Specification
PAPPAS SOFTBALL FIELD
Access Path

Yes

3 ft. wide minimum

√
√
√
√

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and max cross
pitch is 2% (1:50)

√

Continuous common surface, no changes
in level greater than 1/2 inch

√

Located next to accessible pathway/route
Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant

No

Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

√

Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"

√

Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts
at drives, parking and drop-offs
Equipment

√

Trash can located adjacent to accessible
path

√

Court, field, diamond has accessible
entrance minimum 3' wide

√

Paved or hard-packed paths to allow
(behind backstops, around dugouts and
benches, behind batting cages, around
playing court etc.)

√

Comments/Transition Notes
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√

There is no ponding
Dugout/benches accessible with 3'
minimum entrances/spaces between
benches and fences
Equipment/gear sheds accessible
Spectator Seating

√
√

Spectator seating located adjacent to
accessible path

√

Spectator seating accommodates people
with disabilities

√

The ground around spectator seating is
evenly paved or hard-packed
There is no ponding

√
√

PARKING LOT 5 - EAST OF PAPPAS SOFTBALL FIELD
Total Spaces
Comments/Transition Notes
Total Spaces
30
Total Required Spaces
2
Total Accessible Spaces
2
Specifications for Accessible Spaces
Yes
No
Comments/Transition Notes
Accessible spaces located closest to path

√

Minimum of 13 ft., includes 8 ft. space plus
5 ft. access aisle

√

Van Space - Minimum of 1 van space for
every accessible space, 8 ft. wide plus 8 ft.
aisle. Alternative is to make all accessible
spaces 11 ft. wide with 5 ft. aisle

√

Sign with international symbol of
accessibility at each space or pair of
spaces

√

Sign minimum 5 ft., maximum 8 ft. to top of
sign

√

Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no
cracks)

Surface slope less than 1:20, 5%

√
√
√

Curb-cut to pathway from parking lot at
each space or pair of spaces, if sidewalk
(curb) is present

√

Curb-cut is a minimum width of 3 ft.,
excluding sloped sides, has sloped sides,
all slopes not to exceed 1:12, and textured
or painted yellow

√

No ponding of water
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Recreation Facility - Veterans Memorial Park
Southbridge & Water Streets
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Town of Auburn, Open Space & Recreation Plan
ADA Facility Self-Evaluation
Veterans Memorial Park - Southbridge & Water Streets
PARKING LOT
Parking lot is shared by the Auburn Driving Range
Specification
Yes
PATH OF TRAVEL AROUND MEMORIAL SITE

3 ft. wide minimum

√
√
√

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and max cross
pitch is 2% (1:50)

√

Continuous common surface, no changes in
level greater than 1/2 inch

√

Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant

No

Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

√

Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"

√

Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at
drives, parking and drop-offs

Yes

Bench is adjacent to an accessible path

√

There is a 36" by 48" clear floor space
adjacent to the bench and connected to the
accessible route

√

Where one bench is provided, at least one
armrest should be provided on that bench,
and where multiple benches are provided at
least 50% of the benches shall have
armrests

√

Bench seat is a minimum of 42" long and
20" to 24" deep
Bench seat is 17" to 19" off of the ground

√
√

A seat back is provided or the bench is
affixed to a wall, the back extends the full
length of the bench and begins from a point
2" maximum above the seat to a point 18"
minimum above the seat.

√

Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

One on Water Street & one in the parking
lot

√

Specification
PARK BENCHES

Comments/Transition Notes

No

√

Comments/Transition Notes

no protruding objects
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Seat surface is slip resistant

√
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Recreation Facility - Veterans Memorial Park
Southbridge & Prospect Streets
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Town of Auburn, Open Space & Recreation Plan
ADA Facility Self-Evaluation
Veterans Memorial Park - Southbridge & Prospect Streets
PARKING LOT
There is no parking lot for this veterans memorial park
Specification
Yes
PATH OF TRAVEL AROUND MEMORIAL SITE

3 ft. wide minimum

√
√
√

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and max cross
pitch is 2% (1:50)

√

Continuous common surface, no changes in
level greater than 1/2 inch

√

Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant

No

Comments/Transition Notes

Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

√

N/A

Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"

√

N/A

Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at
drives, parking and drop-offs
Specification
PARK BENCHES

N/A
Yes

Bench is adjacent to an accessible path

√

There is a 36" by 48" clear floor space
adjacent to the bench and connected to the
accessible route

√

Where one bench is provided, at least one
armrest should be provided on that bench,
and where multiple benches are provided at
least 50% of the benches shall have
armrests

√

Bench seat is a minimum of 42" long and
20" to 24" deep
Bench seat is 17" to 19" off of the ground

√
√

A seat back is provided or the bench is
affixed to a wall, the back extends the full
length of the bench and begins from a point
2" maximum above the seat to a point 18"
minimum above the seat.

√

Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

No

Comments/Transition Notes
10 benches

√

no protruding objects
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Seat surface is slip resistant

√
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Veterans Memorial Park
Church Street, Auburn Water District
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Town of Auburn, Open Space & Recreation Plan
ADA Facility Self-Evaluation
Veterans Memorial Park - Church Street, Auburn Water District
PARKING LOT - AUBURN WATER DISTRICT
Total Spaces
Total Spaces
6
Total Required Spaces
1
Total Accessible Spaces
0
Specifications for Accessible Spaces
Yes No
Accessible spaces located closest to path

√

Minimum of 13 ft., includes 8 ft. space plus
5 ft. access aisle

√

Van Space - Minimum of 1 van space for
every accessible space, 8 ft. wide plus 8 ft.
aisle. Alternative is to make all accessible
spaces 11 ft. wide with 5 ft. aisle

√

Sign with international symbol of
accessibility at each space or pair of spaces

√

Sign minimum 5 ft., maximum 8 ft. to top of
sign

√

Surface evenly paved or hard-packed (no
cracks)

Surface slope less than 1:20, 5%

√
√
√

Curb-cut to pathway from parking lot at
each space or pair of spaces, if sidewalk
(curb) is present

√

Curb-cut is a minimum width of 3 ft.,
excluding sloped sides, has sloped sides,
all slopes not to exceed 1:12, and textured
or painted yellow

√

No ponding of water

Specification
Yes
PATH OF TRAVEL AROUND MEMORIAL SITE

3 ft. wide minimum

√
√
√

Slope maximum 1:20 (5%) and max cross
pitch is 2% (1:50)

√

Continuous common surface, no changes in
level greater than 1/2 inch

√

Path does not require the use of stairs
Path is stable, firm and slip resistant

Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

No

√

Comments/Transition Notes

Comments/Transition Notes
accessible spot for Water District building

closest to the Water District building
entrance

Comments/Transition Notes

N/A
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Objects protruding more than 4" from the
wall must be within 27" of the ground, or
higher than 80"
Curb on the pathway must have curb cuts at
drives, parking and drop-offs
Specification
PARK BENCHES

√

N/A

√
Yes

Bench is adjacent to an accessible path

√

There is a 36" by 48" clear floor space
adjacent to the bench and connected to the
accessible route

√

No

Comments/Transition Notes
4 benches

Where one bench is provided, at least one
armrest should be provided on that bench,
and where multiple benches are provided at
least 50% of the benches shall have
armrests

√

None

Bench seat is a minimum of 42" long and
20" to 24" deep

√

48" long and 14" deep

Bench seat is 17" to 19" off of the ground

√

18" - 18.5" off of the ground

A seat back is provided or the bench is
affixed to a wall, the back extends the full
length of the bench and begins from a point
2" maximum above the seat to a point 18"
minimum above the seat.

√

Any objects protruding onto the pathway
must be detected by a person with a visual
disability using a cane

√

Seat surface is slip resistant

no protruding objects

√
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Appendix D
- Brownfield Listings for Auburn Release
Tracking
No. (RTN)
2-0000016
2-0000017
2-0000018
2-0000202
2-0000242

Release Address

314 Washington
St
Henshaw St
1075 Southbridge
St
386 390
Southbridge St

2-0000271
2-0000272

10 Tuck Farm Rd
617 Southbridge
St
695 Southbridge
St
503 Washington
St
28 Sword St

2-0000273

44 Southbridge St

2-0000287

1 Saint Mark St

2-0000265
2-0000270

2-0000288

35 Sword St

2-0000325

48 Pakachoag St

2-0000362

68-70 Auburn St
21 Technology
Dr
812 Southbridge
St

2-0000472
2-0000488
2-0000509
2-0000602
2-0000606
2-0000677
2-0000773
2-0000796

5 Millbury St
18 Oxford St
131 Southbridge
St
10A St
310 Washington
St
481 Washington
St

Site Name/ Location
Aid

Notification Date

Colony Press Fmr
Mileuskas Estate
Henshaw
Rexnord-Roller Chain
Div Rhi Holding
Fmr Buckley Oil
Facility
Meadowbrook
Condominiums

1/15/1987

Mobil Station

1/15/1989

Shell Station

1/15/1989

Amoco
Montrose Products
Atlas Distributing
Corp
Basf Corp Inmont
Div

1/15/1988
4/15/1987

Thermo Electron Web
System
48 Pakachoag St
Property

Phase

Chemical Type

Hazardous
Material

1/15/1987
1/15/1987
1/15/1987

Oil

1/15/1989

PHASE V

10/21/1986

PHASE II

4/15/1989

PHASE IV
Oil
and
Hazardous
Material

10/15/1988
1/15/1989

Fuller Auto

4/15/1988

Wright Line Bldg.

4/15/1989

Mass 10 Truck Stop
Auburn Town Of
DPW Garage
Jerrys Garage

4/15/1989

Automatic Rolls
American Bank
Stationary Co

4/15/1989

Shell Service Station

6/26/1990

Getty Oil Company

10/15/1992

4/15/1989
4/15/1989

PHASE IV

Oil
Oil
and
Hazardous
Material

Oil
PHASE V

Oil

Oil
Hazardous
Material

10/15/1989

PHASE V
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Release
Tracking
No. (RTN)
2-0000862

Release Address

385 Southbridge
St

2-0010049

120 Southbridge
St
860 Southbridge
St
451 Southbridge
St
499 Washington
St
188 Auburn St
380 Southbridge
St

2-0010118
2-0010122
2-0010146
2-0010163

812 Southbridge
St
20 Millbury St
Ma Tpke
64 School St

2-0010194

Ma Tpke 290 E

2-0010286

12 Saint Mark St
380 Southbridge
St
37 Elbridge Rd
Ma Tpke Mi
Marker 90E
141 Auburn St
Ma Tpke

2-0000926
2-0001022
2-0001103
2-0010005
2-0010046

2-0010293
2-0010301
2-0010333
2-0010343
2-0010401
2-0010406
2-0010413
2-0010439
2-0010455
2-0010480
2-0010598
2-0010656
2-0010683
2-0010741

Rte. 290W
890 Southbridge
St
20 Millbury St
68 Auburn St
310 Washington
St
502 Washington
St
300 Washington
St
1 Hardscrabble
Rd
203 Washington
St

Site Name/ Location
Aid

Notification Date

Phase

Sears Auto Ctr

10/15/1991

PHASE V

Chemical Type

Oil
and
Hazardous
Material

Egerton Minerals

7/30/1992

Mobil Station

7/15/1993

Midas Muffler

10/1/1993

Oil

Rte. 20 Near South St
Property

10/5/1993
10/18/1993

Oil
Oil

Shell Service Sta

10/18/1993

PHASE V

Int Rte. 12 And 20
Ryder Truck Rental
Mi Marker 90E
Rte. 20
100 Ft From Ramp
To Ma Tnpk To 290
E

12/16/1993
12/8/1993
1/7/1994
1/20/1994

PHASE III

Oil
Oil
and
Hazardous
Material
Oil
Oil
Oil

4/27/1994

PHASE III

Shell Service Sta
Residence
1 Mi Before Auburn
Exit
Gas Station Fmr
Near Interchange 10
Auburn Worcester
Line

5/3/1994
5/6/1994

PHASE V

Oil
Oil
and
Hazardous
Material
Hazardous
Material
Oil

8/2/1994

Oil

Geogias Parking Lot
No Location Aid
Ragsdale Fuller
Automotive

8/8/1994
8/26/1994

Oil
Oil

6/24/1994

Oil

Shell Service Station

9/21/1994

Oil

Cumberland Farms

12/28/1994

D M Bowman

2/9/1995

Oil

No Location Aid

3/2/1995

Oil

Hallamore Corp

3/29/1995

Consolidated
Beverages Inc.

PHASE II

2/16/1994

6/15/1994
6/20/1994
7/29/1994

PHASE II

PHASE II

PHASE V

Oil

Oil
Oil
Oil

Oil

Oil
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Release
Tracking
No. (RTN)
2-0010862
2-0010873
2-0010888
2-0010889

Release Address

570 Southwest
Cutoff
1075 Southbridge
St
446 Southbridge
St

2-0010890
2-0010920

65 Southbridge St
624 Southbridge
St
Ma Tpke

2-0010928

1 Saint Mark St

2-0010937
2-0010949

42 Southbridge St
36 Walsh Ave

2-0010975

199 Prospect St
502 Washington
St

2-0011045

2-0011054
2-0011059
2-0011087
2-0011101
2-0011126
2-0011185
2-0011218
2-0011254
2-0011302
2-0011315
2-0011538
2-0011566

2-0011577
2-0011665
2-0011686
2-0011718
2-0011730

20 Millbury St
Ma Tpke Mi
Marker 90 5
Ma Tpke
18 Bryn Mawr
Ave
Prospect St
310 Washington
St
47 Sword St
Rte. 290
Ma Tpke
813 Southbridge
St
41 Central St
5 Millbury St
436 Southbridge
St
380 Southbridge
St
860 Southbridge
St
Washington St
Ma Tpke

Site Name/ Location
Aid

Notification Date

Big D Supermarket

9/22/1995

Rexnord Roller Chain

8/3/1995

Oil
Hazardous
Material

Pier 1 Imports
World Of Unfinished
Furniture Pole 18

8/22/1995

Oil

8/22/1995

Oil

Ramada Inn
Toll Plaza 10

8/23/1995
9/16/1995

Basf Corp Facility
Fmr

10/30/1995

11/29/1995

Oil
Oil
Oil
and
Hazardous
Material
Hazardous
Material
Oil
Hazardous
Material
Hazardous
Material
Oil
and
Hazardous
Material

1/3/1996
1/29/1996

Oil
Oil

Residence
Auburn Water
District

2/8/1996
2/20/1996

Oil
Hazardous
Material

Shell Gas Station
Lily Trucking And
Otc
Exit 7
Mi Marker 92.5W

4/3/1996

Oil

4/18/1996
5/29/1996
7/8/1996

Oil
Oil
Oil

Rte. 12 And Rte. 20
Rh White Constr
Auburn DPW Yard

7/21/1996
12/20/1996
1/15/1997

Federal Plaza

1/21/1997

PHASE IV

Shell Service Sta

4/2/1997

PHASE V

Mobil Sta
Truck Accident
Mi Marker 91.1 E

4/30/1997
5/12/1997
5/20/1997

Oil
Oil
Oil
Oil
and
Hazardous
Material
Hazardous
Material
Hazardous
Material
Oil
Oil

Sweet Life Foods
Tinsley Property
Auburn Water
District

9/29/1995
10/7/1995

Cumberland Farms

11/29/1995

Ryder Truck Rental
Inc.
Int With Rte. 12
Bridge
Interchange 10

Phase

12/8/1995

Chemical Type
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Release
Tracking
No. (RTN)
2-0011739
2-0011749

Release Address

Site Name/ Location
Aid

Notification Date

14 Sword St
8 Warren Rd
879 Southbridge
St
56 Pakachoag St

E Of Boyce St
Residence

5/29/1997
5/28/1997

Texaco Sta
Residential

6/14/1997
7/2/1997

Rh White Constr

8/20/1997

2-0011867
2-0011871
2-0011970

41 Central St
416 Southbridge
St
196 Leicester St
5 Millbury St

9/2/1997
9/8/1997
11/10/1997

2-0011973
2-0012002

26 Southbridge St
Southbridge St

2-0012070
2-0012219

320 322
Southbridge St
20 Millbury St

Toys R Us
Residence
Auburn Hwy Dept
Auburn Industrial
Park
Near 99 Restaurant
Southbridge St
Intersection Ne
Auburn St
Ryder Transportation

Gauthier Restaurant
Reils Kwik Shoppe
Getty

6/23/1998

Empty Lot
Riels Quick Shop
Getty

8/19/1998

Webster Trucking
Imperial Distribution
Inc.

10/2/1998

Shell Serv Sta

10/21/1998

Empty Lot
Pace Equipment Corp
Premium Fuels Corp
Als Oil Service
Lily Trans
Laurel Hill
Apartments
Mi Marker 93.5 West
Bell Telephone
Tower
Residence

11/20/1998
12/11/1998

Oil
Oil

12/28/1998
1/13/1999

Oil
Oil

1/22/1999
2/9/1999

Oil
Oil

2/10/1999
3/4/1999

Oil
Oil

Automatic Rolls
Yarmouth Lumber
Inc.
Parcel 80 Map 33

3/12/1999

Oil

4/4/1999
4/12/1999

Oil
Hazardous

2-0011766
2-0011792
2-0011865

2-0012262
2-0012264
2-0012353
2-0012366
2-0012435
2-0012443

442 Southbridge
St
321 Southbridge
St
438 Southbridge
St
321 Southbridge
St
Massachusetts
Tpke E Exit 10

2-0012512
2-0012562

33 Sword St
712 Southbridge
St
438 Southbridge
St
30 Faith Ave

2-0012577
2-0012598

61 Wallace St
47 Sword St

2-0012621
2-0012654

Whitney Cir
Ma Tpke
198 Washington
St
17 Washington St
131 Southbridge
St
Rte. 290
Westbound Exit 8
99 Auburn St

2-0012462

2-0012657
2-0012687
2-0012699
2-0012742
2-0012777

Phase

Oil
Oil

PHASE III

PHASE III

11/11/1997
11/26/1997

Oil
Oil
Hazardous
Material
Oil
Oil
Oil
Oil
Oil
Oil
and
Hazardous
Material
Oil
Oil
and
Hazardous
Material

1/20/1998
5/12/1998

7/10/1998

Chemical Type

PHASE V

Oil
Oil
Hazardous
Material

8/26/1998

Hazardous
Material

9/17/1998
PHASE V

Oil
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Release
Tracking
No. (RTN)

Release Address

Site Name/ Location
Aid

Notification Date

Phase

Chemical Type

Rte. 290
Westbound
1075 Southbridge
St
Ma Tpke
44 Richard St
Ma Tpke
385 Southbridge
St
Rte. 290W
321 Southbridge
St
914 Southbridge
St
751 Washington
St

Mass Turnpike On
Ramp

5/14/1999

Oil

Rexnord Roller Chain
Spill At Mm 89
Transformer Spill
Mm 92.1 Eastbound

5/28/1999
7/6/1999
8/13/1999
8/19/1999

Oil
Oil
Oil
Oil

Auburn Mall
Rte. 290W At Exit 8
Riels Quik Shoppe
Drury Square

8/23/1999
11/5/1999

Harley Davidson

12/21/1999

Mobile Home 20A
Ma Tpk Exit 10
Offramp

12/22/1999

Oil

12/23/1999

Oil

At City Tire
Lily Transport
American
Steel&Aluminum
Corp

12/27/1999
3/23/2000

3/27/2000

Oil
Oil
and
Hazardous
Material

Bfi Facility
Sorensons Trucking
Mm 9 E Exit 10
Mm 88.1 E

4/17/2000
6/30/2000
7/3/2000
7/8/2000

Oil
Oil
Oil
Oil

Automatic Rolls
Residence
Roadway Release
Mm90.44
Jeld Wen Inc.

8/9/2000
8/29/2000

Oil
Oil

8/23/2000
9/8/2000

Oil
Oil

Texaco Sta

10/23/2000

Oil

Tire Centers Llc
Auburn Mall
Utility Pole No 2
Ma Tpk Exit 10 Off
Ramp
Worcester Heating
Oil Co
Rte. 395 N South Of
Rte. 20
Jonstar Realty
Residence

12/6/2000
12/8/2000
12/20/2000

Oil
Oil

12/26/2000

Oil

1/2/2001

Oil

Material
2-0012789
2-0012807
2-0012861
2-0012897
2-0012904
2-0012940
2-0013019
2-0013048
2-0013079
2-0013081
2-0013085
2-0013090
2-0013205

2-0013220
2-0013248
2-0013346
2-0013349
2-0013358
2-0013421
2-0013448
2-0013449
2-0013462
2-0013532
2-0013594
2-0013600
2-0013622
2-0013630

Ma Tpke
512 Washington
St
47 Sword St

27 Elm St
1 Hardscrabble
Rd
Rte. 290
Ma Tpke
Ma Tpke
131 Southbridge
St
1 Erica Ln
Massachusetts
Tpke
77 Southbridge St
611 Southbridge
St
511 Washington
St
Southbridge St
White Oak Ln

2-0013639

Ma Tpke
777 Washington
St

2-0013641
2-0013660
2-0013724

Rte. 395
26 Southbridge St
40 Southbridge St

PHASE II

11/27/1999

1/4/2001
1/19/2001
3/12/2001

Oil

Oil

PHASE V

Oil
Oil
Oil
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Release
Tracking
No. (RTN)
2-0013787

Release Address

Site Name/ Location
Aid

Notification Date

Ma Tpke

4/23/2001

Oil

2-0013797
2-0013801

4/27/2001
5/2/2001

Oil

2-0013882

53 Harrison Ave
Ma Tpke
771 Southbridge
St

Mm 88.2
Waste Management
Roadway Release
Exit 10 Tolls
Pck Ltd Partnership

6/26/2001

2-0013916

133 Southbridge
St

2-0013928
2-0013945

2-0013951
2-0013963
2-0014043

26 Southbridge St
Southbridge
Street Ct

26 Southbridge St
879 Southbridge
St
879 Southbridge
St

2-0014243
2-0014245
2-0014248
2-0014268

Massachusetts
Tpke Mm 93 1
321 Southbridge
St
321 Southbridge
St
26 Southbridge St
712 Southbridge
St
Massachusetts
Tpke Exit Ramp
10
611 Southbridge
St
182 Auburn St
1 Warren Rd
Rte. 20-Pole 67

2-0014327

4 Washington St

2-0014352

58-60 Auburn St
Harrison Ave At
Southbridge St

2-0014113
2-0014135
2-0014141
2-0014182
2-0014212

2-0014216

2-0014462
2-0014681
2-0014747

7 B St
Rte. 290 E On
Ramp To Rt 12 N

2-0014797

182 Auburn St

Lachance Realty
Trust
Jonstar Realty
Property
Auburn Water
District

7/31/2001

Kenyon Oil Co

8/27/2001

Kenyon Oil Co
Heritage
Transportation
Roadway Release
Riels Kwik Shoppe
Getty
Riels Kwik Shoppe
Getty
Jonstar Facility

10/16/2001

Residence 9 Sibley St

3/1/2002

Post Office
Central Ma Disposal
Roadway Release
Wolf Coach Auburn
Indstrl Park
Giroux Brothers
Transport Inc.
Copelands
Automotive

PHASE II

Oil
Hazardous
Material
Oil
and
Hazardous
Material

PHASE II

Oil

8/9/2001

8/13/2001

Chemical Type

Oil
Oil
and
Hazardous
Material

7/20/2001

Rexnord Roller Chain
Fmr

Mass Turnpike
Westbound
Motiva Enterprises
Llc
Copeland Automotive
Gelineau Residence
Pole 67
Walker Pattern &
Mold Inc.

Phase

Oil

12/6/2001
12/21/2001

PHASE V

12/27/2001
2/6/2002

PHASE V

3/2/2002
3/18/2002
3/27/2002
3/29/2002
4/15/2002
5/31/2002
6/13/2002
8/30/2002
2/24/2003

PHASE V
PHASE IV

Hazardous
Material
Oil
Oil
Hazardous
Material

Oil
Hazardous
Material
Oil
Oil
Oil
Oil
Hazardous
Material
Oil
Hazardous
Material

4/29/2003
6/11/2003

Hazardous
Material
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Release
Tracking
No. (RTN)

Release Address

Site Name/ Location
Aid

Notification Date

2-0014841

43 Windbrook Dr
15 Hardscrabble
Rd
16 Shary Ln

Turner Residence
Fcr Inc. Material
Recovery Facility
Pioneer Oil Co
Ryder Integrated
Logistics

7/17/2003

Gabrielli Realty Llc
Former Rexnard
Facility

10/29/2003

Molbile Mini Inc.
Atlas Distributing
Corp
Yellow
Transportation Inc.
Ma Electric Pad
Mounted Transformer
Estes Express Line
Roadway Release

1/13/2004

Motiva Enterprises

72 HR

Themo Spiridondes

11/1/2004

Kings Holding

TWO HR

Steven Lachance

12/21/2004

Rc Moore
Leaseway Auto
Carriers

TWO HR
12/23/2004

Oil

Marie Duhamel
Jonstar Realty
Corporation
M&M
Transportation
Services Inc.

1/10/2005
2/3/2005

Oil
Hazardous
Material

2/15/2005

Oil

M & D Transport Llc
Central Mass Transit
Inc.
Windbrook Trailer
Park
Former Rexnord
Facility
Je Murray
Construction

3/25/2005

2-0014863
2-0014917
2-0014926
2-0014985
2-0015043
2-0015078
2-0015154

26 Southbridge St
160 Southbridge
St
26 Southbridge St
Ma Tpke
Eastbound

2-0015554

44 Southbridge St
541 Southbridge
St
15 Hardscrabble
Rd
Massachusetts
Tpke At Exit 10
712 Southbridge
St
8 And 10 Maple
St
Massachusetts
Tpke E
770-772
Southbridge St
Rte. 290
Westbound
735 Southbridge
St
42 Lower Wind
Brook Dr

2-0015596

26 Southbridge St

2-0015176
2-0015189
2-0015200
2-0015410
2-0015462
2-0015481
2-0015535
2-0015536
2-0015542

2-0015633

I-290 AuburnNorth Of Exit 9
Massachusetts
Tpke
Rte. 290 East At
Exit 7

2-0015671

29 Windbrook Dr

2-0015743

26 Southbridge St
487 Washington
St

2-0015602
2-0015611

2-0015768

10/14/2003
9/17/2003

Phase

Hazardous
Material

PHASE II

9/24/2003

12/12/2003

Chemical Type

PHASE II

Oil
Hazardous
Material
Hazardous
Material
Oil
Hazardous
Material
Hazardous
Material

3/9/2004
3/25/2004
4/5/2004
4/14/2004

3/9/2005

Oil
11/1/2005

3/14/2005

A2
Hazardous
Material

2/28/2005

A1

PHASE II
Oil

3/31/2005
5/11/2005

Hazardous
Material

5/31/2005

Oil
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Release
Tracking
No. (RTN)

Release Address

2-0015773
2-0015795

7 B St
26 Millbury St
712 Southbridge
St
Southbridge
Street And
Auburn St

2-0015829

2-0015867
2-0015894
2-0015898

2-0015930
2-0016011
2-0016017

2-0016034
2-0016053
2-0016074
2-0016090
2-0016181
2-0016298
2-0016332
2-0016350

2-0016428
2-0016447
2-0016583
2-0016647
2-0016745

2-0016764
2-0016867
2-0016901

182 Auburn St
321 Southbridge
St
Rt 90
Massachusetts
Tpke At Exit 11
712 Southbridge
St
695 Southbridge
St

17 Marilyn Dr
380 Southbridge
St
145 Oxford St N
18 Sunrise Ave
712 Southbridge
St
Southbridge St
Rt 290 West At
Exit 8
Flink Residence
61-63
Southbridge St
777 Washington
St
35 Oakwood Ave
99 Auburn St
Ma Tpke W Exit
10

31 Lesley Ave
502 Washington
St
697 Southbridge
St

Site Name/ Location
Aid

Notification Date

Company
Wolf Coach Inc.
Worcester Envelope

6/6/2005
6/24/2005

Shell Station (Motiva)

7/19/2005

Auburn Hwy Dept
Roadway Rel
Copelands
Automotive

Phase

Chemical Type

8/17/2005
9/16/2005

Oil

Getty Station

9/19/2005

Oil

Mass Pike Roadway
Release

10/7/2005
Hazardous
Material

Shell Station
Fmr Shell Gas
Station

11/30/2005

Auburn
Motiva Enterprises
Llc
Noars Oil Co
Estate Of Mary J
Dumont

12/12/2005

Shell Station
Auburn High School
Shaws Supermarket
Roadway Rel
246 Bryn Mawr Ave

3/31/2006
7/6/2006

Oil

8/2/2006
8/9/2006

Oil
Oil
Oil
and
Hazardous
Material

Central One Federal
Credit Union

12/1/2005

12/22/2005
1/17/2006

PHASE V

PHASE V

Oil
Oil
and
Hazardous
Material
Hazardous
Material

1/27/2006

10/12/2006

Bjs Wholesale Club
Labonte Residence
Auburn High School
Lane Enterprises
Roadway Release
Central Mass
Disposal Roadway
Rel

11/4/2006
2/12/2007
4/9/2007

Oil
Oil

7/5/2007

Oil

Cumberland Farms

10/29/2007

Friendlys Restaurant

12/7/2007

7/20/2007

Oil
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Release
Tracking
No. (RTN)
2-0016912
2-0016924

Release Address

Site Name/ Location
Aid

13 Hardscrabble
Rd

Central Mass
Disposal
Massachusetts
Turnpike

2-0017641
2-0017657

Ma Tpk-Mm 87
Sword Street
Towards Route
12
860 Southbridge
St
1 Warren Rd
Rte. 395
Northbound
Ma Tpke WMm90 At Exit 10
89 Prospect St
882 Southbridge
St
I290W At Mile 1

2-0017666

13 Elm St

2-0017710

10 Millbury St

2-0017844
2-0017874
2-0017884

41 Central St
97 Bankroft St
44 Sword St
Masspike West
After Exit 10
19 Main St.;

2-0017056
2-0017162
2-0017407
2-0017547
2-0017581
2-0017584

2-0017923
2-0018027

2-0018229

Massturnpike
East Bound Lane
860 Southbridge
St
Rt 90 Mass
Turnpike
Massturnpike
Eastbound

2-0018259

8 Renaud

2-0018099
2-0018101
2-0018138

2-0018330
2-0018353
2-0018409

689 Southbridge
Street
12 Clarendon
Road
711 Southbridge
St

Notification Date

Phase

Chemical Type

12/15/2007
12/27/2007

Roadway Release

4/28/2008

Oil

Getty
Residence

7/9/2008
1/30/2009

Roadway Release

6/12/2009

Mass Turnpike
Residence

7/6/2009
7/10/2009

Oil
Oil

Ernies Car Wash
Diesel Fuel Release
Merchants
Fabrication
Liqui-Box
Corporation
R H White
Construction
Company
Commercial Property
Industrial Park

9/8/2009
9/21/2009

Oil

Diesel Release
Residence
Massachusetts
Turnpike East Bound
Lane
Green Valley Oil
Station
Mile Marker 90 East
Bound Lane
Eastbound Just Past
Auburn Exit
Residential Fuel Oil
Release
Benjamin
Moore/Economy
Paint

7/5/2010
10/16/2010

Oil

2/3/2011

Oil

2/10/2011

Oil

3/12/2011

Oil

Residence

9/27/2011

Transformer Release

11/12/2011

PHASE II

Oil

Hazardous
Material

9/28/2009
11/20/2009

PHASE IV

4/8/2010
5/13/2010
5/26/2010

PHASE II

Oil
Oil
and
Hazardous
Material
Oil

6/9/2011

PHASE II

Oil

7/11/2011

PHASE II

Oil

PHASE II

Oil
Hazardous
Material

9/8/2011
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Release
Tracking
No. (RTN)
2-0018454
2-0018522

2-0018583
2-0018653
2-0018854
2-0018867
2-0018906

2-0018910
2-0018929
2-0018961
2-0018963
2-0018975
2-0018990
2-0019026

Release Address

Site Name/ Location
Aid

12 Clarendon Rd
Drury Square

Residence - Janos
Vehicle Accident

12/21/2011
3/13/2012

160 Southbridge
Street
Ma Tpk W @
Mm89
Ma Tpk E @ Exit
10 Mm 89.8
177 Auburn
Street
35 Sword Street

160 Southbridge
Street

5/24/2012

Oil
Oil
Oil
and
Hazardous
Material

Tt Accident

8/6/2012

Oil

Exit Ramp

3/28/2013

Dooley'S Cleaners
Diesel Fuel Release

4/9/2013
6/11/2013

Vacant Property

6/3/2013

Oil
Hazardous
Material
Oil
Oil
and
Hazardous
Material

Roadway Release

7/6/2013

Oil

Diesel Fuel Release

8/1/2013

Oil

Diesel Fuel Release
Roadway Release
Tt Accident

8/5/2013
8/21/2013
9/4/2013

Residential Property

10/17/2013

Oil
Oil
Oil
Hazardous
Material

141 Auburn
Street
Lexington
Avenue
Masspike West
At Mm 90.8
Off Ramp Exit 10
Masspikewest
Rte. 290 East
Ma Tpk Mm 92.2
12 Clarendon
Road

Notification Date

Phase

Chemical Type
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